
Operating arrangements 

for the OECD Network 



Some basic operating principles of the OECD  

 OECD is an inter-governmental organisation – made up of  30 
Member countries (and European Commission) 

 
 OECD governed by the Council (Representatives of member 

country governments) 
 

 Work of OECD supervised by Committees who report to the 
Council. These are called subsidiary bodies (Level 1). This 
includes Education Policy Committee 

 
 Under the Education Policy Committee are Working Parties, 

Groups of National Experts and/or Networks (Level 2). These 
report to the Committee. 
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More basic operating principles of the OECD  

 All OECD countries (and regular observers) are entitled to attend 
the Network’s meetings – and no financial contribution is 
required  

 
 Countries can send whoever they choose to attend the Network 

meetings (subject to approval by the permanent delegation).  
 

 Network takes decisions by consensus.  
 

 Bureau is elected and can advise but does not take decisions on 
behalf of the Network.   



Since the April meeting of the Network …  

At the April meeting of the Education Policy Committee 
 

 We reported on the situation with the Network following the last 
Network meeting 

 
 The Committee discussed broad lines and priorities for the 

programme of work and budget in 2009-2010.  
 
 A number of countries highlighted ECEC as a priority  
 



Since the April meeting of the Network …  

In May/June, prepared the programme of work and budget  
 
 Asked Education Policy Committee delegates to prioritise a wide 

range of possible outputs across the Committee’s span of work 
 
 “Encouraging Quality in ECEC” was rated highest among 

policy analysis outputs 
 
 Network on ECEC received strong support for continuation 

 
 Prepared programme of work and budget to reflect country 

priorities  
 
 Linked together the new output “Encouraging Quality in 

ECEC” with the Network on ECEC  
 



Looking forward for the Network …  

Two important roles for Network  
 
 Active engagement and oversight of the project on “Encouraging 

Quality in ECEC” for the Education Policy Committee 
 

 Continue Network’s peer learning approach by focussing each 
meeting around a theme chosen by the Network.  
 

 


