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OECD ECEC Portal - Private spending on Early Childhood Education and Care services 

 

BELGIUM 

2009 
Total spent, in local currency  

Early childcare Pre-primary education (2007) 

Private sources 

Household expenditure 113 mil euro * 51.300,62 

Expenditure of other private entities n/a * 0,00 

All private sources n/a * 51.300,62 

Private: of which subsidised m * 5.131,47 

Others, please specify   

Source(s): For early childcare: Kind en Gezin ; For education: UOE Datacollection 2009 ; Known data limitations: For early childcare: Child care 
costs for children in accredited and subsidised child care or in independent and licensed child care up to the age of 12 are tax deductible to a cer-
tain extent ; For education: Nursery schools are not allowed to charge registration fees when they admit a child. Since the 2007-08 school year, 
activities and everything that is necessary to reach the development objectives have been free of charge. For the cost of extra-curricular activities 
designed to bring the education to life (e.g. trips,..) there has been a strict maximum charge of 20 euro per child since the 2008-09 school year. 

CANADA 

In Canada, provincial and territorial governments calculate their investments in ECEC based on their jurisdiction’s child care system. Definitions 
used within the ECEC field vary across provincial and territorial governments, and may be slightly different than international definitions. Canada 
is unable to provide an expenditure amount. 

FINLAND 

 
Total spent, in local currency 

Integrated system 

Private sources 

Household expenditure Total amount of client fees in day care collected 285,4 Mil euros, 2008 

Expenditure of other private entities 70.6 Million euros, 2008 private care allowance 

All private sources 58 Million euros for pre-primary education for 6-year olds 

Private: of which subsidised  

Others, please specify  

Source(s): Ministry of Social Affairs and Health, Ministry of Education and Culture, Statistics Finland 
Known data limitations: There were some difficulties interpreting this table. Household expenditure on what, each child/ per month/per year or 
what? The information given is on costs for parents per child in municipal day care and private day care. This would also be interesting data to 
compare internationally. Average day care fee/ child /month in municipal day care in Finland is 129 euros. This would be 1416 euros/ child/ year, 
the child attending day care for 11 months. The maximum fee is 233 euros per child per month and the minimum 21 euros. Private day care is 
more expensive for parents even though parents are entitled to private care allowance. Private day care cost is on average 346 euros/child/month 
that is 3806 euros/child/year, where the child is attending day care for 11 months. 

IRELAND 



 
Total spent, in local currency  

Early childcare Pre-primary education 

Private sources 

Household expenditure m *- 

Expenditure of other private entities m *- 

All private sources m *- 

Private: of which subsidised m *- 

Others, please specify - - 

Known data limitations: Data not easily estimated, as much early childcare is in the informal sector  

ITALY 

Known data limitations: Data not yet processed. We will provide with them as soon as possible. 
Source(s): Annual Financial Low (MEF) www.mef.gov.it 

JAPAN 

 Total spent, in local currency  

Early childcare Pre-primary education  

Private sources 

Household expenditure （保護者負担） 469.1 billion yen *338.1 billion yen 

Expenditure of other private entities 
田の民間会社の費用 

- *0 

All private sources - *0 

Private: of which subsidised 39.9% *43% 

Others, please specify - 0 

MEXICO 

Known data limitations: Any law or institution does regulate in Mexico private early childhood education centers. Private ECEC services are 
registered before the Treasure Ministry under the item of educational centers. This means that they are not differentiated from other private 
educational centers (for example elementary or high school). For that reason private ECEC´s GDP cannot be tracked.  

NETHERLANDS 

 
Total spent, in local currency  

Early childcare Pre-primary education 

Private sources 

Household expenditure 
Known for playgroups:  
Average: €450 per year per child 

*- 

Expenditure of other private entities - *- 

All private sources - *- 

Private: of which subsidised - *- 

Others, please specify - - 

Source(s): Regioplan (2007)   

NORWAY 

 
Total spent, in local currency 

Integrated system 

Private sources Household expenditure 5 155 million 
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Expenditure of other private entities - 

All private sources - 

Private: of which subsidised n/a 

Others, please specify - 

Source(s): Statistics Norway(2007)   

SLOVAK REPUBLIC 

 
Total spent, in local currency (in 2007) 

Early childcare Pre-primary education 

Private sources 

Household expenditure n/a * 1,465,800 

Expenditure of other private entities n/a * 177,670 

All private sources n/a * 1,643,470 

Private: of which subsidised n/a * m 

Others, please specify n/a n/a 

Source(s): The State Treasury ( data for regional school authorities, Ministry of Education of the SR and upper-tier territorial units) 
and Datacentre of the Ministry of Finance of the SR (for MaO) processed in the UOE 2009 data collection  
Known data limitations: tuition expenditures at private schools are not included in the data. 

SWEDEN 

 
Total spent, in local currency 

Integrated system 

Private sources 

Household expenditure SEK 4 106 988 000 (=8,1% of total expenditure) 

Expenditure of other private entities n.a 

All private sources n.a 

Private: of which subsidised n.a. 

Others, please specify n.a. 

Source(s): Swedish National Agency for Education (Skolverket) (2008) 
 

1.4. Issues on data collection 

1.4.1. What are the most critical gaps in national data and international comparisons? 

BELGIUM 

International comparisons: cost for parents of children under the age of 6  we need information for the child per year 
(figures for all children under 1, figures for all children between 1 and 2, etc.), or at least a separation of the figures between 
children in child care under the age of 3, and children between 3 and 6 years in pre-primary. Share of the costs of ECEC in 
the family budget (average and spread) 

CANADA 
Under Canada’s federal system of government, the thirteen provinces and territories are primarily responsible for the design 
and delivery of ECEC services within their jurisdiction. Given the multiple ECEC systems in the country, it is difficult to collect 
comparable data on a pan-Canadian level as definitions vary across jurisdictions. In Canada, most current data gaps are 



related to ensuring comparable data sets, this includes cost of child care by age of child. 

FINLAND 
We share the concern on the base of the data collection. With a questionnaire like this, it is possible to collect general data 
on funding but not to get more detailed information, which would be required to attain analyses of policy relevance. The aim 
should be a more comprehensive and more thorough view of specific ECEC issues in the various countries.   

IRELAND 
The Irish system is in flux with very significant expansion of the pre-school system and economic re-adjustments which are 
impacting on the childcare sector, and so there will be a period before more precise national data is available. 

ITALY 

Due to the Italian split system, there is a huge fragmentation in the services offered by local authorities and it is almost 
impossible to collect comparable data both at national level and at international levels (for 0-3 aged) due also to the regional 
division (20 Regions with a sort of legislative federalism in this field, art. 115 of Constitutional Low, “…Local Regional 
Authorities….  have the jurisdictional power, exclusive and concurrent in the field of education…”). Regions can pass their 
own low on some sectors, one of which is the service offered in ECEC (0-3). 

JAPAN 

With regard to public kindergartens, the national government distributes maintenance and labor expenses to prefectural 
governments in a lump sum, making it impossible to discern the ECEC service-related expenses in public spending by 
prefectures. It is difficult to determine the relevant portion because investment objectives, investment methods, and 
educational systems differ by country, making the standards for comparison incompatible.  

MEXICO 

Different authorities cover the Mexican ECEC services. On one hand each authority has its own form of regulation; therefore 
the main gap is that the information is no consolidated into one document. One the other since ECEC is not considered as an 
educational level, any institution is obligated to record the information. Furthermore the main limitation that this issue brings is 
Mexico’s possibility to compare international data due to the lack of equivalent information. 

NETHERLANDS - different definitions for the target group for ECEC-centre-based programmes  

NORWAY 
Norway has an integrated system and the breakdown between child care and early childhood education are the most critical 
gap in international comparisons. 

SLOVAK 
REPUBLIC 

The data do not incorporate tuition expenditures at private kindergartens, since the obligation of their reporting is not 
legislatively ensured. 

SWEDEN 

As we have a very decentralised system where the municipalities are responsible for the resources for preschool it is hard to 
get a detailed picture on the Swedish national level. Among other things we don’t collect data on the distribution of resources 
among age-groups or if the distribution of resources in each municipality is on the basis of needs. Furthermore, in Sweden 
care and education are fully integrated in preschool at all ages. Earlier attempts to single out the educational part of Swedish 
preschools have in reality underestimated Swedish pre-primary education in comparison to other countries.  

 

Source: OECD 7
th
 network meeting on Early Childhood Education and Care – Financing ECEC Services (21-22 June 2010) 

 


