
 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNDERSTANDING THE DEMAND FOR SCHOOLING 

MEETING OF NATIONAL EXPERTS  

20 & 21 SEPTEMBER 2004, PARIS 

DRAFT COUNTRY REPORT: SLOVAK REPUBLIC 



 2 

 



 3 

Introduction 

The Slovak Republic shall support particular measures, which should lead to increased 

quality of education.  

First of all, there is a need to define the goals of education and what kind of pupil does the 

future society need. We can herewith say with full responsibility: it needs an individual 

with: 

! studying abilities, which he/she can use during his/her entire life, 

! general abilities and their application in practice, 

! communication and co-operation abilities, 

! able to adapt flexibly to the changing environment, 

! ability to stand strong in the professional environment, 

! emotionally mature human being. 

How should these goals be achieved: 

The pupils, having studying abilities and ability to stand strong in the professional 

environment, requires to provide them with such education system as well as content of 

education, which shall prepare them in the best way for life in accord with their goals and 

possibilities. 

The differentiation of the education system began gradually since 1990 and the 

pedagogues accepted it. At present, it is necessary to monitor its effectiveness and to 

watch how the possibility of parents, community or region to influence the content of 

education is used.  

The fact that school is open to public increases the responsibility of local community for 

quality of training and education at school. Parents should have the possibility to decide on 

the profile of school together with its establisher. The schools should also be entitled to add 

further subjects in accordance with the interest of pupils, parents or the region. It is provided 

for additional content of education or its refining by teachers already on the level of curricula. 

The possibility of school or classrooms having a special focus is used both by primary schools 

and secondary grammar schools. It is necessary to evaluate to what extent the pupils, parents 

or region are satisfied with this form of differentiation and its availability. The feedback for 

amendments will be first available upon elaboration of analyses on quality or bad quality of 

the current manner of differentiation of the school system.  
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The change of content of education should be focused on increased motivation, inspiration, 

responsibility and competitiveness of education. It is necessary to change the current listeners 

attitude towards the study to a more active attitude – the ability to ask questions. The content 

of education can be more focused to management and co-ordination of processes, organisation 

of projects, decision-making, teamwork and co-operation. 

These features of school education are important not only because they enable the pupils to 

adapt to changing working environment and new requirements of knowledge society but also 

because they will enable them to use lifelong education. Based on generally acknowledged 

positive aspects of school education, the pupil must be provided all opportunities for being 

able to realise his/her personal and professional project in the framework of the school 

system. 

It is our aim to emphasise quality to the detriment of quantity. 

The Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic shall follow with interest the current 
development of quality of education and how it relates to the current content of education. 

The Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic shall promote the international assessment 

TIMSS, PIRLS, PISA, CIVIC and SITES. These projects are very demanding from a financial 

point of view, however, we know that the international comparison shall objectively show us 

both the positive and the negative aspects of the school education. Apart from this, the 

Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic shall also promote national assessment. It is 

necessary to analyse in detail the results of both international and national assessments and to 

take the results of detailed analyses into account for creation of new content of education. 

Each amendment of the content must be supported by particular data.  

Based on comparison of pupils in international assessments, we can come to the conclusion 

that in a world-wide comparison our results are above the international average, however, we 

are not completely satisfied with the results. Deeper analysis of results disclosed that the 

pupils have good command of standard tasks, however, they have bigger problems with tasks, 

focused on investigation of the world and utilisation of scientific methods. The ministry of 

education accepts the results from both national and international assessments, prepares press 

conferences, is in connection with institutions, involved with issues, concerning content of 

education, evaluation of its quality with the purpose to use all inputs for improvement of the 

content also in the future. 

The initial step will therefore have to be to carry out a consistent analysis of the current 

content of education from the point of view of internationally accepted education goals on 



 5 

all levels and types of schools and in all subjects of curricula. First of all we have to know 

what we want to teach and to adapt the environment to this task and not to first define 

a number of lessons and then adapt the content to it. A competitive system of education 

requires to be changed from emphasis on information to emphasis on knowledge. 

Information is a precondition of knowledge. 

The insufficient linkage of teaching with practice relates to the critics of content of 

education. It is the responsibility and issue of experts to re-evaluate the current state. 

Education is only effective if the school graduates find jobs on the job market. Based on 

statistics, there are also shortcomings in this area. It means that the employers are not 

interested in graduates from our schools. The interest of pupils and parents is predominantly 

focused on study specialisation, concluded with school leaving examination (maturita). It will 

be necessary to watch the conditions and requirements of the labour market for education of 

employees more closely and to focus on requirements of labour market in particular regions. 

To be a professional today requires work with computers, communication in English and 

competitiveness. 

Currently, the Slovak schools are facing a big problem, which is the equipment with 

computers at schools. This is a priority area, requiring a correction in order to make 

computers available for schools and to make working with Internet and computers an integral 

part of content of each subject in curricula. Among the strategically important tasks of both 

current and future schools of ours is the realisation of a significant change in teaching of 

foreign languages. Among the strategically important tasks of the school there is the change 

of teaching of foreign language. The ability to communicate in English is just as important as 

the ability to work with the Internet. The inability to provide for sustainable continuation of 

language teaching between the primary and the secondary school is a very serious shortage of 

the language policy and school practice. Despite this negative situation, the content of 

teaching foreign languages is getting more and more close to the European standard.  

These days, the content of education is influenced by globalisation, European dimension and 

development of multicultural society. In this respect, the content of school education did not 

completely follow the new trends. 

A good quality process of teaching and education  is to substantial extent in the hands of 

a teacher. The position of teacher at school and communication with pupils significantly 

influences the attitude of pupils towards learning and towards the school as such.  
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The moment of realisation that a pupil is not an object but a subject of teaching brings the 

change of attitude of teacher and pupil towards the school. The teacher has substantial 

rights to decide on content, forms and methods of teaching. It is exactly this choice of work 

available for the teacher, which brings great opportunities for him/her to be able to change the 

role of teacher in teaching. Despite the fact that the teacher already has this authority, the 

relation between the teacher and the pupil is only gradually changing. The results of 

questionnaires, the pupils filled in the framework of international assessments serve as a proof 

of this. In the questionnaires, the pupils answered that mostly the teacher during the lesson, 

explains the rules and definitions and project methods, solution of problematic issues, work 

with textbook or work in teams is only used very rarely. The pupils feel they do not enough 

space for presentation of their works. It is exactly the change of content of education, which 

should initiate the change of attitude of both teachers and pupils towards the process of 

teaching. 

 

In case we summarise it, we have to carry out the following measures: 

! To prepare a new school act, which should provide for the levels of education being 

comparable with European education norms well, 

! Formulate particular goals  and content of education based on all levels in the reform of 

curricula. The elaboration of pedagogic documents shall follow. 

! Change of content of education will relate to the change of structure of secondary schools 

in order to enable transition between school of general education and specialised school. 

! It is important to link the systems of education, make them equal and to make it possible 

to, under defined conditions, achieve certain qualification in various education ways and 

to create respective legislation, related to lifelong education. It is therefore necessary to 

guarantee the quality of education though accreditation and certification of education 

programs, to provide for modular arrangement of programs and their transition. 

! The manner, in which the content of education is applied in teaching by the teacher, is 

very important. Apart from competence in the area of definition and selection of content 

of education, the teacher has substantially more competence and more opportunities in 

deciding on teaching and learning strategy. Extension of competence of teacher, making 

him/her able to choose various strategies of teaching and learning, opens great 

opportunities for change of teacher – pupil relationship.  
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1. Requirement and views of the society concerning education (school attendance) 

 

It has a long tradition in the Slovak Republic that the issues of training and education are 

closely watched by the whole society. It can be seen on a quantity (structure of education of 

citizen) and quality (quality of our experts) features of education level of the citizens. 

Illiteracy has a very exceptional occurrence among the citizens for decades now. There is no 

doubt that our school system plays an extraordinarily important role in this aspect as it 

considered the issue of education of youth to be an important one in accordance with the ideas 

of the society of that time even in the period prior to the revolution. Education was considered 

to have „an appreciated value“ among the population before 1989, even though the society 

proclaimed importance of education, however, as a matter of fact, it never had enough 

material or moral appreciation.  

Understandably and rightly, after the revolution in 1989 it was expected that there will 

be required changes happening in this area and the achieved education shall gain its priority 

place in the system of values.  However, the expectations and possibilities for citizens are  

being fulfilled in a satisfactorily manner only gradually and partially. The requirements for 

creation of 8-year secondary grammar schools, private and church schools, creation of various 

schools with alternative philosophy of teaching, etc. were a sign of interest of parents and the 

society in good quality education. The extension of compulsory school attendance from 9 to 

10 years was one of the first steps made after the revolution. Despite the fact that this 

legislation measure was due to personal, financial and location reasons gradually realised first 

during the 90s, it was positively accepted by the entire society. It showed that the society, 

including the parent understood that it was not desirable that the school graduates would get 

on the labour market as soon as possible but the quality of achieved qualification was more 

important. Naturally, the quality of education does not only depend upon the length of 

education of an individual but predominantly it depends upon the quality of school, preparing 

the pupils, upon the motivation for education in the society, its appreciation and last but not 

least, upon the ambition of the parents to enable the child to achieve at least the same level of 

education as they have achieved themselves. Various partial and national (international) 

evaluations showed that the achieved education level of parents does influence the ambition 

of their children to achieve education. From this point of view it can be said that the Slovak 

society has „a positive attitude“ towards education. 
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 Despite the above mentioned facts we can come to the conclusion that the 

expectations, relating to the chance to get open to freedom, democracy and world were not 

completely fulfilled. It was expected that the prestige of teachers in the society would grow 

quicker than it actually does so far. Insufficient financing of education with all negative 

aspects of the previous remains – financing system reflects both in wages of pedagogues and 

generally on financing of school system and education. The wages of our teachers are 

substantially lower compared to the wages of teachers in the EU. The appreciation of 

teacher’s profession by the society can be expressed through the ratio of his/her wage 

compared to the gross domestic product (GDP) per capita. In the OECD countries the average 

ratio of teacher’s wage to the GDP is approximately 1.60, whereby in our country the number 

oscillates around 0.92 (data from 1997). It is especially the young teachers’ wages, which are 

very low, approximately 10 times lower. We are therefore witnessing the situation where the 

young teachers leave their profession, many do not even start their work as teachers, the result 

of which is a very bad age structure of our teachers. Data on health condition of teachers are 

disclosing how busy the teachers are at schools whereby their job is extremely demanding 

especially from the psychological point of view. Many teachers are unable to adapt to new 

conditions where the pupil becomes the subject and not the object of education, they have 

difficulties to cope with the fact that the school gets more open towards the parents and also 

towards the entire public. 

 The biggest problem is that after the revolution no government would undertake 

a complex reform of the school system. The schools are still working in accordance with the 

School Act elaborated prior to the revolution, which was for the first time amended in 1990 

and several times since. It is obvious that under these conditions the amendments carried out 

could only be cosmetic changes, which removed the most significant shortages of the former 

socialist school system, however, they were not successful in building a plural, democratic 

and humanistic school system with all its positive features. This task is still waiting for our 

society. Some of the reforms were already carried out in our country, for example the 

financial reform but also the reform of state administration and that of self-governments. The 

truth is that the pressure of the society on the government to start with a complex school 

reform as soon as possible is not strong enough. One could also agree with the statement that 

as for appropriate material and moral appreciation of pedagogues, the society will not take the 

side of the teachers. This is illustrated by the not quite correct and not clear attitude of the 

public towards education.  
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 The lifelong education is also slowly becoming a necessity for citizens in each area of 

their life. The public mostly understood this need and many times people know it from their 

own experience. The majority of multinational enterprises, currently doing their business in 

Slovakia, serves as an example in this area. The issues, concerning the need of lifelong 

education, are generally discussed predominantly verbally and theoretically so far. The main 

factors, slowing down the institutional support and realisation of lifelong education , are 

mostly the financial issues. 

 The need of command of information and communication technologies as an integral 

part of modern education echoes in our society very clearly. In this area we are again 

witnessing contradictions. On one hand we are facing the support of such modern education 

by the society, on the other, it is always forgotten when distributing the GDP.  

 The society, however, sometimes not even the school realises the importance of the 

fact that the school ceases to be the main source of information. For the public this brings 

understanding of the fact that there is a good quality education work done at school, even then 

when their children refer at home about only playing at school. The role the school has to play 

in the life of its pupils is to create and develop the abilities for adoption of elaboration 

methods and application of information. 
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2. Attitudes and expectations of parents 

 

 In case of developed school systems, among which we also see our Slovak school 

system, the regulation and management of the systems can be described by a 6-dimension 

model (monetary, legislative, pedagogic dimension, professional preparation of teachers, 

influence on training and education /pupils and parents/, broader influence on education) (1). 

One of these „dimensions is the dimension of direct influence on training and education  by 

pupils and their parents“. The truth is that if it was spoken about the school in the past, the 

teachers were only seldom mentioned, mostly it was about the teachers and pupils. The 

parents were mostly mentioned through their obligations having against the school. The 

school would assign them with tasks in form of instructions and on the other hand it only 

announced to the parents what it considered appropriate.  

 Speaking about the external factors, it is mainly the parents who mostly influence the 

life, work and operation of the school. Representatives of parents are members of the school 

boards and various school foundations. It is expected from them that as the time goes, they 

will gradually significantly influence the process of school being open towards the public.  

Evaluation of the current school by parents was, in the time of the research, as follows: 
In all six selected areas of the school work (1. overall level of the school, 2. level of 

training work and school taking care of children, 3. quality and results of teaching and 

education, 4. individual approach of teachers towards children, 5. quality of information on 

school results of pupils and 6. school taking care of development of children outside of 

teaching framework) the best evaluation went to the kindergartens, then secondary grammar 

schools, primary schools and vocational schools. The compulsory primary school was ranked 

one before last place in three evaluated areas (in overall level, level of training work and 

school taking care of children and in quality of informing the parents on results of school 

work of pupils). In all schools, school taking care of development of children outside of 

teaching framework, received the worst rating. 

According to the opinion of parents, the following changes have to be made at 

schools: changes in the work of teacher, management and organisation, material equipment, 

quality of work related to training and education, training outside of the framework of 

teaching, content and method of teaching, informing the parents on results of school work of 

their children and in the work of parents’ associations. 

Images of parents of the current and future school (2) were, in the time of the research, as 

follows: 
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- 3/5 of parents have sufficient, respectively appropriate financial funding for training and 

education of their children. Approximately 1/3 has low or no financial means; 

- 4/5 of parents agreed with state primary schools. 1/10 of parents, mainly private 

entrepreneurs and parents with a single child agreed with private primary schools. The 

least of parents supported church primary schools.3/4 of parents agreed with state 

secondary schools; 

- nearly half of respondents thought that the parent should have the right to choose the best 

school for his/her child, regardless of its establisher and that all schools should be equal 

and equally good for all children; 

- 1/3 of parents – especially men, parents from cities, parents with university education, 

private entrepreneurs and parents with a single child supported the development of private 

schools. 2/5 of parents were against the development of private schools; 

- 1/5 of parents did not have the finances in order to contribute to education of their 

children. ¼ could monthly contribute an amount ranging from one hundred to three 

hundred Slovak Crowns and only small number of parents could monthly contribute a sum 

exceeding five hundred Slovak Crowns. The financial possibilities of parents depended 

upon their employment, education and number of family members; 

- very few parents had a clear view of the future of their children. ¾ of parents had their 

image on the future of their children, however, they were not going to force their children 

to fulfil these imaginations; 

- the parents showed a certain apathy towards the school and towards their participation in 

its activities. The parents thought that in relation to the school they should first of all be 

entitled to choose schools for their children according to their own consideration. 

Relatively few parents claimed their right to participate in selection and evaluation of 

teachers, decision making on what lessons the child would be taught at school, co-decision 

making on development of school system in the area of their residence, to participate in 

the teaching lesson and decide on global focus of teaching at the school. Negligible 

amount of parents wanted to directly be involved in management of the school; 

- in freely expressed answers the parents provided many inputs for school system concept, 

its management, economic issues of the school and family as well as for the quality and 

content of the work of both the school and the teacher. 

 



 12 

The results of another research in the circle of respondents of a non-representative 

selected group of parents also turned up to be very interesting. It concerned parents who 

graduated from their studies at schools prior to the revolution. They were provided the 

following statement: It is not possible to sufficiently utilise on the labour market the 

knowledge and skills, abilities and attitudes, which the pupils are taking with them from the 

school. It is a signal that the school teaches the pupil something else then what they need in 

life and that the school is not about life but about something else. The parents agreed with this 

statement only to certain extent. Up to one half of parents came with proposals for 

improvement, for example increased motivation of the training towards creativity, in project 

works, especially their analysis and in solution of model situations from practical life. Many 

stated the need of understanding the basics and basic context had to be even more 

emphasised. The parents do not require from the school to immediately respond to all aspects 

of life they think it is sufficient if the school teaches an individual to think. This gives the 

child a tool, through which he/she can resolve problems, occurring in life. It is obvious that 

parents very correctly see the solution of current problems of education in adoption of modern 

methods of teaching and command of key competencies.  

The opinions of parents about the issue of children being too burdened by the school 

obligations and the following need of reduction of content were also very different. 

Approximately one half of parents required reduction due to the content being too demanding 

or the extent being too broad. The second half would provide the statement saying that the 

reduction of content was less necessary compared to the need to differentiate the content, 

meaning that it is required to ask from a particular pupil what he/she is able to learn. The 

parents were not clearly supportive of the pupils having too much choice of subjects and the 

subjects, which the children could choose from to be those of more demanding nature. 

The parents expressed significant approval with the development of so-called key 

competencies of pupils and students in the school, the ability of an individual to prove the 

knowledge and skills as well as the abilities and practical activity.  

The most parents expressed their consent primarily to the support of development of 

communication skills of pupils and their work with modern information and communication 

technologies, the ability to resolve problems critically and creatively and to interpersonal and 

personal abilities. It is interesting that the consent of parents to the forming of civil society 

was by far not clear. The parents did express significant consent to including alternative 

lessons into teaching.  
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 However, it became obvious from the opinions of teachers that they do support the 

reform of the school system. They were not able to provide an answer to the question, in what 

respect they could contribute to this reform. However, it needs to be said that their opinions 

and answers to most questions concerning teaching and education were not as pessimistic as it 

is often presented by the media. Many of their opinions and comments are in accord with the 

opinions of experts concerning the reform of the school system, which provides a good 

guarantee of the reform being requested both from the top and the from the bottom. 
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3. Participation in the decision making in the framework of training and education 

process 

 

Taking into account the fact that the parents have primary responsibility for their children, at 

present the parents are in most cases involved with management of training and education 

process externally, through parents’ association. The association of parents works at school as 

an independent and voluntary association of parents. It is a member of the Slovak Council of 

Parents’ Associations (Slovenská rada rodičovských združení), which guarantees the 

association a status of a legal entity.  

The activity of the parents’ association is primarily focused on issues of training and 

education but also on softening the impact of financial situation on the work of the school. 

In the process of resolving issues of training and education, the parents’ is in contact with the 

school management through its representatives. The parents are entitled to submit their 

opinions, proposals and requirements, relating to training and education of their children in 

the framework of classroom meetings. The direct contact of a parent with a teachers provides 

another form of co-operation. 

The Slovak Council of Parents’ Associations is a member of the European Parents 

Association (EPA). Another body, helping to manage the school since 2000 is the School 

Board (Rada školy). It is an initiative and self-governing body, expressing and promoting 

local interests and interests of parents and pedagogues in the area of training and education. It 

has a function of public control of the work of management of the school as well as other 

employees who participate in creating conditions for training and education. 

Participation of non-government organisations 

Currently, the non-government organisations are not directly involved in the management of 

the training and education process in Slovakia. Some non-government organisations, for 

example those with environmental focus, are carrying out education event for pupils. 

 

There was no research carried out on effectiveness of the work of the parents’ associations 

and the School Board. 



 15 

4. Choice of pupils and values 

 

The Slovak education  system successfully developed from the position of an unified 

school system prior to the revolution to the current diversified, democratic and humanist 

school system. The most significant features of the school system, confirming these 

characteristics, lay with the fact that this system provides various education ways, which are 

accessible to all pupils. These education ways are diversified on one hand, in accordance with 

focus on the education content but also on the other, in accordance with the focus on 

philosophy of training. Apart from specific focus all state schools have the possibility of 

choice, in accordance with the curricula between ethics and religious education. We are 

therefore able to proclaim that even the standard curricula provides the pupils with options to 

get acquainted with the secular and religious system of values, which means they have the 

possibility to fully apply their conviction. 

The system of training and education very sensitively responses to the fact that each 

pupil is a unique personality. It gives the pupil the possibility to choose one from a group of 

subjects, according to his/her interest besides the compulsory curricula subjects. In the lower 

grades, the possibility of selection is more modest, however, in the higher grades it fully 

suites the requirements of pupils. It is the financial possibilities of the school system, which, 

despite it, limit the realisation of too broad and unique interests.    

 

When planning the content of education or the education offer, it is necessary to fully 

rely on the objective analyses of the training and education system as such, but it is also 

necessary to look at particular levels of school in detail and the curricula subjects at these 

levels. So far, the results expose serious shortcomings. Significant part of youth leaves the 

school with knowledge and skills, abilities and attitudes, with which it is very difficult or not 

at all possible to find a job on the labour market. This is also the reason why we pay so much 

attention to selection and structuralisation of the subject of teaching and its division into basic 

and additional. Great attention is also paid to the prepared selection of optimal volume of the 

subject of teaching and even in the framework of this selection, to the differentiation 

according to the abilities of pupils.  

Hand in hand with the system of formal education in the Slovak school system there is 

also the informal education, which is, from the point of view of its extent and effect, nearly 

negligible. On the other hand, it fulfils the needs, interests and ability development of 

individuals in those areas, which the formal education is unable to satisfy. This is true despite 
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the fact that the extent of formal education is relatively high. It includes the education needs 

of entire healthy population with the exception of the above mentioned specific requirements, 

mentally and physically disabled children, necessary specialised education, which, up to the 

recent years, was focuses too narrowly.  

At present, transformation of our education system faces the problems and difficulties 

of specifying the general goals of training and education in accordance with the expectation of 

the EU but mainly with those of the labour market. Correct definition of these general goals 

and their implementation in the goals for various levels and subjects is currently a very 

serious task for experts and teachers. Achievement of these goals will require re-trained 

teachers, creation of a necessary infrastructure at schools and last but not least a wide range of 

good quality information media.  

 

Pupils on the present and future school (4) 

The attitude of a pupil towards the school is not only a condition but also a product of quality 

of the training and education work of the school. A positive attitude of the pupil towards the 

school is an important subjective tool for optimising the lifelong education of a learning 

personality. Positive attitude towards learning, education and self-education is gradually more 

and more and more clearly emphasised as the basic and strategic value of life, which should 

accompany an individual during his/her entire life. Without such value and value-creating 

equipment, the personality will face problems, which will make an appropriate self-realisation 

very difficult or even impossible in both the productive and post-productive age.  

A positive, respectively negative attitude of a pupil towards the school is influenced y 

a number of subjective and objective factors, such as: social environment of the pupil and 

his/her pro-school and pro-education orientation, individual abilities of the pupil, his/her life 

aspiration, talent, willingness to learn, environment of the school, its atmosphere, spirit and 

traditions, humanist attitude of teachers towards a particular pupil, relations among the pupils, 

balanced evaluation of the results as well as many other factors. 

We have gained surprising information on the global attitude of the pupils towards the 

school (the research example included responses of 1,415 pupils of primary and secondary 

schools in the Slovak Republic). (Beňo, M. - Beňová, T.: Vzťah žiakov ku škole. Správa z výskumu. 

Bratislava, Agentúra PEDAGÓG 1997, 417 pages.) 

Mostly it is the pupils of secondary grammar schools who like going to school (41.28%), 

mostly disliked it is by the pupils of vocational schools (28.41%). Interest in school did 

mostly have the pupils of primary schools (47.24%) and mostly not interested were the pupils 
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of vocational schools (15.07%). The school is mostly liked by the pupils of primary schools 

(32.09%) and the other way round it is also mostly disliked by the pupils of primary schools 

(24.42%). Most pupils of vocational schools (40.87%) go to school without anxiety and most 

anxious are the pupils of specialised secondary schools (32.12%). 

Nearly one half of respondents complemented their answer with an explanation why 

would their attitude towards the school be as they characterised it. For many pupils (17.53%) 

it is the preparedness for lessons; not even one tenth of pupils (9.96%) finds it decisive what 

type of day it is from the point of view of the schedule. For others, the important point are the 

schoolmates and meeting them. Some provided statements that they only go to school because 

they have to, some are afraid of written tests, teachers or a particular subjects. 

All in all, the positive evaluations prevail over the negative ones, however, even so 

each fourth pupil dislikes going to school, each fifth attends the school anxious, the same 

number does not like the school and fifteen pupils out of hundred attend the school without 

any interest.  

The pupils their schoolmates, friends and good team at school; the girls like the boys, 

the boys like the girls but also nice young female teachers. They praised the fact that they 

have contact with people, have somebody to talk to, make some jokes, etc. The schoolmates 

are important for one third of pupils of secondary grammar schools, one fifth of pupils of 

specialised secondary school and for a little less pupils of the other schools; they are more 

important for the boys (20.66%) than for the girls (17.42%). Good and friendly relationships 

among the schoolmates and decent behaviour of the schoolmates is also appreciated 

(especially boys being decent to the girls), solidarity, good friendship, openness, interest in 

the other gender, good team, the effort to help each other, possibility to speak openly about 

problems, being happy, having fun, having a chance of a good chat, no abuse of younger by 

the older, possibility to relax after a tough day at school.  

They like a good atmosphere, comfort, openness at school, resulting from for example 

interesting discussions with the teachers on various issues, good relationships among the 

pupils, mutual help, willingness of the schoolmates, feeling secure, substantially free, having 

free, informal discussions with the teachers, vividness, music and singing. 

Among the negative factors there is a lot of sitting at school, lack of moving, air, 

physical activity and few leisure time apart from the teaching. The freedom is also limited in 

the dormitories. 
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All in all, according to the opinions of the pupils, there is a lack of democracy at the 

school, the freedom of expression is limited, many obligations and few rights. 

 

- The critical evaluations of the current school are for the pupils the basis and a starting point 

of their ideas on how the school should be changed to better and what should the school be 

like in the future. If the pupils would have such a power, if they were for example the school 

directors, they would concentrate all their efforts to the realisation of the following changes: 

- They would concentrate their attention and put on the front place the pupils. The pupils 

would have to have everything they need at school. There would be such a program created 

for the pupils, which would not be a burden but would teach them.  

- They would listen to what the pupils say, they would be more concerned about the pupils’ 

opinion and they would constantly take the advice of the pupils. They would visit the pupils to 

have discussions, both in the classrooms and in the lessons and would pay attention to their 

worries and problems. They would organise polls and ask the pupils what would be required 

to be changed at school. They would be interested to know what kind of school would the 

pupils like to have and would implement the findings, comments and wishes in the future 

development of the school. They would also make possible a free access of the pupils to the 

school director.  

- They would be an example for the pupils and would make every effort to motivate them, to 

support their learning and try to make the pupils not to be afraid of school. They would try to 

influence teachers in not making differences between the pupils. They would be creating 

a good and pleasant atmosphere at school, support the sustaining of friendly relations between 

the teachers and the pupils. They would encourage pupils with good achievements and inform 

the pupils on how and where they could continue in their studies. They would not allow to 

look down to and abuse the pupils from lower grades. Gradually, they would be visiting 

various classrooms and openly discuss various issues with the pupils.  

- They would provide pupils with more rights and freedom. The pupils would be free to 

express their opinion and to speak openly. They would establish a telephone line of trust.  

They would try to involve pupils in discussions on lessons, the school and its improvement. 

The pupils would have a choice to select their teacher. This would show, which teacher is 

a good one and whom nobody is interested in. This would force the teachers to show more 

interest in the pupils. The pupils would have a chance to create their own education program 

or a schedule, in which they would include such lessons, which they are interested in. This 

would give them a chance to do something they are interested in and something, which they 
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have a positive attitude towards. The older pupils would be allowed to smoke at a reserved 

place.  

-  They would not force the pupils to do anything, however, they would expect from the pupils 

more responsibility for themselves.  They would leave to pupils whether and how they would 

learn so that they would themselves bear the responsibility for their achievements in learning. 

Only those who are interested would attend the school. The pupils would come and leave 

from the lesson whenever they would wish to.  They would not force the pupils to carry out 

activities, which they do not want to carry out. On secondary schools, the lessons would have 

a form of lectures and the pupils would only attend those lessons, which they would want to, 

however, they would have to prove their knowledge at the exam. Events outside of school 

would be non-obligatory.  

-  They would make every effort to create good relations among the pupils, a good school 

team, good group.  They would care about a sound moral of the pupils.  They would get rid of 

mutual humiliation and abuse of pupils and brutality among them. They would not allow the 

older pupils to play cool, abuse and beat the smaller and younger ones. They would insist on 

compliance with the school rules.  They would be interested in each pupil and in what he/she 

does for the benefit of the school. 

-  They would intensify the activity outside of the learning framework. 

-  They would establish additional lessons and study groups for weaker pupils from those 

subjects, in which they are facing difficulties and problems. 

- The school would become not just the second home for pupils, but even more. The pupils 

would feel there comfortably, they would like going to school with interest in new knowledge 

not because they were forced to and not at all with fear. The school would be more free, less 

strict and would look and a house of children. The pupils would look forward to going to 

school. The school would be something nice, something interesting and natural. The pupils 

would be more richly rewarded for good achievements. All promises, given to the pupils, 

would be fulfilled.  

- The numbers of pupils in the classrooms would be decreased. In each classroom there would 

be a maximum of 15-20-25 pupils. As a result of this, the quality of learning would increase. 

-  They would provide for the pupils having more space at school, respectively for the 

premises of the school being utilised better and in the interest of the pupils. The size of 

classrooms and premises for rest and out of school activities would be increased as well. They 

would improve the order, discipline, organisation of the school and its entire operation. They 
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would make the supervision more strict in order to prevent the school and its equipment being 

destroyed by the pupils. However, the discipline would not mean fear. They issues of hygiene, 

moral and school attendance would also be looked at more strictly. 

-  They would increase the quality of school also through increased demands on pupils and 

good quality experience. The selection of pupils for secondary schools would be very strict 

and will thought through in order to enable the study only for those who are really interested 

in the particular school. 

 

- At secondary schools there would be smoker corners reserved for the smoker. 

 

- The structure of taught subjects would be harmonised with the needs of practical life. Only 

the important and significant subjects, important from the point of view of the focus of the 

school, would be kept in the curricula. Those subjects, which are considered non substantial, 

would be excluded from it. 

- The ideas of pupils about the importance of particular curricula subjects are different and 

even controversial. They would for example increase the number of lessons in the following 

subjects at primary schools: religious education, civil education and literature; at secondary 

grammar schools and vocational schools: physical education.  They would, on the other hand, 

decrease for example the number of lessons in the following subjects at primary schools: 

mathematics to two lessons per week, religious education as it does not belong to schools; at 

vocational schools: they would decrease the number of lessons of civil education, economics 

and the Slovak language. 

 

-  They would increase the wages of teachers, make a draft of proposals for changes in the 

school system, changes in the current system of admitting pupils to secondary schools and 

higher education institutions. Apart from that, they would do the following: 

- prolong the compulsory school attendance, 

- the second level of the primary school would start already from the fourth grade, 

- there would be no theft. The protection of the school against robbery and theft would be 

better organised, 
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- the pupils would be distributed to the classrooms on a differentiated basis – depending 

upon their achievements. The more clever ones could go through more subject of 

teaching whereby the classrooms with worse achievements could dedicate more time to 

explanation of the subject of teaching, 

- the comments of the pupils would be applied and realised, which would help to change 

and improve the teaching, 

- the parents would be involved in school events, in looking for sponsors and organisation 

of sponsorship, 

- the pupils could attend the meetings of parents – after all it is them who are spoken 

about, 

- they would make effort to establish contacts with other schools, 

- they would abolish the admitting process to the higher education institutions, based on 

the average of marks and only the results from the admitting tests would be taken into 

account because each school has a different level and not each good mark has the same 

marks, 

- they would take care of development of talents of each pupil because everybody is 

exceptional in something, 

- they would let the teachers have more word in how and what should be taught. 

 

Realistic prognoses and all activities, concerned with creation of program in the area of 

education should be based on the feedback and context, relating to the position of the pupil at 

the school as well as the current conditions of the work at school, including the activities, 

being based upon knowledge of existing relations in the school. We should dedicate much 

more time and pay more attention to the draft of self-reflection today, in the process of 

transformation of the school system, training and education. To change the school and to 

increase its level can only be based on its detailed knowledge. 
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5. Diversification of the education offer and the need of lifelong education 

 

The main and long-term goal in the area of training and education is the 

transformation of the traditional school system to a modern school system of the 21st 

century. The execution of the right to a free choice of an education way and creation of 

conditions for each individual through this education to have a valuable life and to be 

successful on the European labour market is becoming a priority. The successful transition 

to economy and knowledge-based society has to go hand in hand with the emphasis on 

lifelong education. As it was clearly shown, the centralised management of the school 

system is not able to flexibly respond to changes in the society and the requirements of the 

labour market. Gradual decentralisation of the school system is accompanied with 

liberalising and democratic trends. The autonomy of the school system, using the principle 

of subsidiarity, is the declared effort. This principle is realised in the Slovak Republic in 

the area of economy and state administration, however, so far less in the area of education 

where until now the area underwent number of pedagogic innovations, created in the 

practical pedagogic life and initiated „from the bottom“. The actual possibility of selection 

of the education way in the primary schools is realised in the form of possibility of choice 

from several variants of curricula or education program of alternative education (Waldorf 

school, Montessori, ITV, School with wide open doors, etc.). In the are of administration, 

the management competencies were transferred to the municipal self-governments. 

The individual motivation to be educated together with the variety of education 

opportunities are the decisive tools in realisation of successful lifelong education. It is the 

substantial issue to increase the demand for education as well as the offer through various 

forms of open learning according to the own choice of the learning individual compared to the 

compulsory, beforehand defined paths, leading to the fix, defined goals. There are many 

important tasks ahead of us in this area. The systems of education and specialised preparation 

should be adjusted to the needs and requirements of individuals rather than the other way 

around. The so-called „schools of the second chance“, which would make various ways of 

access to education possible (and their transition), including the distance and e-learning 

education, are a great challenge. It also means that various levels and systems of education 

and specialised preparation as well as the ways of informal education must act in mutual 

accord and effectively co-operate. It is necessary to create a network of opportunities for 

lifelong education, focused on an individual, which will bring a vision of gradual overlapping 
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of structures, providing education, which today still remain quite separated from each other. 

The task of gradual overlapping is accompanied with the following: first, appreciation of 

mutually complementing features of formal, informal and non-institutional education and 

diversification of the education offer. Secondly, it brings creation of open networks of 

education opportunities and mutual recognition of education results of all three categories of 

education activities. This means a significant step forward towards orientation on a user and 

transition among sectors and levels of education systems. 

 The amended school act from 1990 provided for start of building a plural, 

differentiated and diversified school system instead of a unified school system. Based on the 

initiative from the bottom, we have seen establishment of church and private primary and 

secondary schools. The changes in the school system straight upon 1990 were not carried out 

systematically as the necessary legislative conditions for a free development of private and 

church schools were created on time.  

 

The education policy is significantly influenced also by the demographic prognosis. The 

prognoses lead to the conclusion that the population will significantly decrease by 2015. For 

example in 2015 only 50% from the number of pupils in the first grade from 1989 will start 

attending the first grade of the primary school (Herich, 2001). 

 

Number of schools in Slovakia in the school year 2003/2004 : 

Type of school Number of schools 

Kindergartens 3210 

Primary schools 2387 

Secondary grammar schools 223 

Specialised secondary schools, specialised 

schools 

368 

Vocational schools and vocational schools 

without the school leaving examination   

247 

Special schools 439 

Higher education institutions 24 

Source: Institute of information and prognoses of the school system (Ústav informácií 

a prognóz školstva – ÚIPŠ) 

 



 24 

The system and organisation of education for children of different nationalities is not 

a special component of the education system, it is identical with the organisation of the 

Slovak schools. The Constitution of the Slovak Republic guarantees for the national 

minorities members right for education in their native language (it concerns schools with 

Hungarian and Ukrainian language of instruction). So far, an optimal solution for education of 

the Roma children and children of migrating parents remains a problem. 

 

The principle of democracy is getting stronger in the area of creation of content of  

education, mainly through introduction of the participation model of creation of local 

education programs, involvement of teachers but also that of parents in the creation process of 

the content. The openness of school before the public increases responsibility of the local 

community for quality of training and education at school. The parents have a possibility to 

decide on profile of the school together with its establisher. Since 1993, also the 

differentiation on the level of pedagogic documents gradually began to be implemented. The 

schools are entitled to add further subjects in the curricula according to the interest pupils, 

parents or the region. This weakens the central regulation of the training and education 

system. The possibility of a special focus of schools or classrooms is used both by primary 

schools and secondary grammar schools. For example the primary schools very often open 

classrooms with extended teaching. At present, more than 40% of primary schools has 

classrooms with additional teaching of mathematics, sport or foreign languages. Apart from 

that, the schools are able to choose additional teaching for example of music, arts, technical 

education or they are entitled to adjust their curricula to regional conditions. The pupils can 

also choose a secondary grammar school according to its specialisation, for example in 

mathematics, mathematics and physics, programming, informatics, physical education, 

cultural and education activity, social sciences, arts or the Slovak language and literature. 

After 1993, there were also bilingual secondary grammar schools established, based on co-

operation of the Slovak Republic with other states. 

 

Education is only effective if the school graduates can find a job on the labour market. Taking 

into account the fact that there is no strategy of regional development, the network of 

specialised secondary schools and vocational schools does also not reflect the real need of 

regional development and the school graduates are unable to succeed on the labour market. 
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The interest of pupils and parents is predominantly focused on the study specialisation with 

school leaving examination. It will be necessary to follow the conditions and requirements of 

the labour market on education of employees more closely and to direct specialised secondary 

schools towards the required specialisation.  

The selection of students for secondary schools is carried out on the basis of admittance tests, 

comprised from the didactical tests mainly from two subjects – Slovak language and 

mathematics, in some cases from three subjects. Those pupils who want to study at the school 

with nationality language of instruction, also have to pass the tests from the language of 

instruction. The admittance tests are prepared by the secondary school. In some cases the 

school also take into account for admittance other results of pupils apart from the tests, such 

as for example results of knowledge competitions and sport contests. 

 

 

Chart:  Share of pupils, studying at particular types of secondary schools in the school year 

2003/2004 

 Source: ÚIPŠ 

 

From the total number of pupils there is 51.7% of girls. It can be seen in the chart that in 

Slovakia there is a prevailing interest in specialised secondary schools with school leaving 

examination (this number also includes secondary joint schools). The girls are interested in 

secondary grammar schools and some study specialisation of specialised secondary schools, 
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on the other hand there is a majority of boys at secondary schools without the school leaving 

examination. 

The interest in the study at higher education institutions is illustrated by the following chart. 

 

Chart: Overall share of students at higher education institutions according to the 

length of study 

  Source: ÚIPŠ 

 

At present, 18.3% of students of higher education institutions is in the bachelor studies (Bc.), 

in the school year 2003/2004 32% from the total number of students who began their first 

year of university study is in the bachelor studies (Bc.) (Source: ÚIPŠ). 

 

Chart: Number of girls and boys studying at higher education institutions according to the 

length of study 
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          girls 

          boys 

Source: ÚIPŠ 

 

 

 

The previous chart shows that there is a majority of girls at higher education institutions with 

a 5-year study length. 

 

In 2001, according to the data from census, the share of inhabitants with higher 

education increased compared to 1991. In 1991 the share of inhabitants with completed 

secondary education 15% but already in 2001 it increased to 20.4%. The higher education 

institutions graduates present 7.9% of inhabitants. The structure of higher education 

institutions graduates also changed. The share of people with the university education 

increased from 30.6% in 1991 to 43.7%, 15.5% of higher education institutions graduates has 

economic education whereby in 1991 it was 11.6%. The share of graduates with technical and 

agricultural specialisation decreased (Source: Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic). 

 

The following chart illustrates the share of inhabitants in Slovakia according to the achieved 

level of education pursuant to census from 2001. 

  

Chart : Share of inhabitants of Slovakia in accordance with the achieved level of education of 

inhabitants over 16 years of age 
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Source: Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic: Census of inhabitants, houses and 

apartments in 2001 (Štatistický úrad SR: Sčítanie obyvateľov, domov a bytov v roku 

2001) 

It can be seen on the previous chart that there is prevalence of inhabitants with complete 

secondary education, however, there is also a large percentage of inhabitants with basic 

education and vocational education without the school leaving examination (Source: 

Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic). 

As the level of education ISCED 2 does not correspond with the needs of development of the 

current society any longer, it is necessary to offer more post-secondary education 

opportunities in the current education system, such as for example post-school leaving 

examination, additional and bachelor studies. Apart from the formal education we are 

witnessing gradual extension of informal education, which exists side by side the main 

streams of education and specialised preparation. Graduation from this type of education is 

usually not accompanied by issue of official documents, however, it would play an important 

role in further education of inhabitants. 

The education system also requires more attention to be paid to the area of information and 

consultancy, which are important for support of efficient personal decisions in the area of 

professional orientation and career. This increases the importance of directing towards the 

career and also helps to master the transition from one level of education to the other as well 

as the transition from education process to the working activity. The goals of a lifelong career 

development should be implemented as a central component of a human capital. An active 

approach towards employment is also very important – this means the ability to find and keep 
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a position to adapt to the changing labour market and to the requirements of a new 

employment. 

  

 Young people need a development of management of their careers and planning skills 

(in order to be able to take care of their own education and hence a permanent employment 

and improvement of their own possibilities) whereby the specialised service must correspond 

with this need. In most cases this role is played by further education (tertiary), which has a 

tendency to concentrate on search of a work and personal consultations so far more that to the 

development of skills, important for career. In case it is important for an individual to be 

directed towards career in order to sustain the development of life skills and work skills, it is 

also important to make the career focused education an integral part of the curricula. 



 30 

 

Literature: 

 

1 Slovenské školstvo na križovatke tisícročí vývoj v rokoch 1989 – 1999, Bratislava, 2000 

2 Beňo, M., Beňová, T.: Rodičia súčasnej škole (part I.). Technológia vzdelávania II. No. 

1/1994, pp. 14-16, 2nd part Technológia vzdelávania II No. 2/1994, pp.11 - 12 

3 Pallová, M.: Aké sú názory rodičov na niektoré otázky vyučovania v škole? Pedagogické 

spektrum 5/6, May – June 2004, Volume XIII pp. 44 - 53 

4. Beňo, M. a kol: Slovenská škola na prahu 3. tisícročia. Bratislava, ÚIPŠ 1997, pp. 86—100 
5 Národná správa o vzdelávacej politike, INEKO, Bratislava, 2001 

 


