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To inspire creativity in young people 
and to improve quality of life through 
good design





Listening and inspiring

A catalyst for practical improvements

Joining up the UK design industry 
with education
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BARLOW + JUDGE GILL
Brief: To make the school toilets cleaner and safe

Manchester

Manchester



Manchester



Manchester



‘The kids 
generatated nice 
design ideas. 
They learnt to ask 
better and better 
questions. They 
really contributed 
to the design.’

architect

‘Pupils did this. 
It’s not like the 
teacher came up 
with the design. 
So I think they’re 
less likely to 
vandalise them.’

client



DEPTFORD PARK + RICHARD ROGERS
Brief: Toilets that feel like being on a Caribbean beach

Manchester

South East 
London



Birmingham



Birmingham



Manchester



‘The kids were great. 
I think we opened 
their eyes to things, 
and they opened our 
eyes to things, 
especially to simple 
things that are easily 
overlooked by adults.’

architect

‘So you are in 
the toilet doing 
whatever you need 
to do and you look 
at the dolphins 
and you just feel 
relaxed. Like you’re 
on holiday!’

client



HEART OF ENGLAND + ELDRIDGE SMERIN
Brief: A flexible sixth-form space attractive to new pupils

Birmingham

Manchester









‘I think the idea of 
treating students 
properly as equals, 
treating them as 
real clients, is
very valid.’

architect

‘I’m now thinking 
of doing design 
and industrial 
design. The 
project has had 
a big influence 
on me.’

client



HYTHE + BEN KELLY DESIGN
Brief: A lively new reception area to welcome the community

Kent

Manchester







‘Their brief and 
exhibition was 
incredible. It had 
such vigour, life 
and enthusiasm. 
It was really 
stimulating. 
It was the key 
that unlocked 
the process.’

designer

‘We learnt to make 
things. My favourite 
was the bucket 
lights – they looked 
cool. When I walk 
into this reception 
area after it’s built, 
I think I’ll feel 
famous.’

client



PLUMSTEAD MANOR + PRIESTMAN GOODE
Brief: Better lockers

South East 
London

Manchester











‘It was amazing 
how much the 
pupils grew during 
the process. 
I  think they got 
a lot out of it.’

designer

‘It taught me 
about working 
in a team and 
learning to listen 
to other people. 
It made me feel 
like I was helping 
my school.’

client



A2 ARTS COLLEGE + FLETCHER PRIEST
Brief: To create a common space in which two schools can meet
and work together

South East 
London

Manchester





‘It absolutely needed 
their input. If we had 
designed something 
ourselves, we would 
probably have come 
up with something 
completely different. 
But the way they’ve 
directed us has 
really helped us
to do something 
that everyone feels 
a part of.’

architect

‘I think it will 
make the school 
better. You’ll have 
somewhere else to 
go, instead of 
hanging around on 
the streets. People 
do bad things on 
the street. But 
now we’ll have 
somewhere we can 
go and socialise.’

client



Emerging themes

Toilets

Social spaces

Learning spaces

Sixth form spaces

School dinners

Storage

Clothing/uniforms

Communication

Identity

Colour



Listening and inspiring

Through the 
joinedupdesignforschools
experience, the client teams 
discover creative and life skills 
such as problem-solving, 
teamworking, communication, 
negotiation and citizenship,
all of which engender 
self-belief and confidence.



A catalyst for practical improvements



Joining up the UK design industry 
with education

Elmwood Design
El Ultimo Grito
FAT
Fletcher Priest
Frost Design
Future Systems
Graphic Thought Facility
Graven Images
Interbrand
Judge Gill
Kevin McCloud
Love Creative
Marks Barfield
Natasha Wright
Paul Smith Ltd
Phin Manasseh
Player Three
Poke

Priestman Goode
Pringle Richards Sharratt
Reckless Orchard
Richard Rogers
Seymour Powell
SHH Architects
Softroom
SPY
Terry Farrell & Partners
The Nature Room
Theis & Khan Architects
Thomas Heatherwick
Trickett and Webb
Urban Salon
Walters & Cohen
Wells Mackereth
William Warren
Wolff Olins

Adams & Sutherland
Airside Design
Ally Capellino
Alsop Architects
ArthurSteenAdamson
Azman Owens
BDP
Ben Kelly Design
Bissett Adams
Casson Mann
Conran & Partners
Cottrell & Vermeulen
Deepend
DeMatos Storey Ryan
Digit
Din Associates
East Architects 
Eldridge Smerin



‘I was very 
excited to be 
involved. At my 
first meeting the 
situation was a 
bit strange to us 
all, but we soon 
hit it off and got 
some great results.’

designer

‘I’ve never heard 
of children being 
treated as clients 
before in school. 
I think it’s a 
brilliant idea.’

governor

‘This project was 
brilliant, full of 
tremendous ideas. 
I don’t only think 
this model can be 
repeated across 
the country, I 
think it must be 
repeated.’

head teacher

‘The designers 
were nice. We 
didn’t get bored 
by them. They 
listened to us, 
and came up with 
good ideas based 
on what we’d 
asked for. They 
came up with stuff 
that we wanted.’

client






