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INTRODUCTION 
 
Public authorities are becoming increasingly willing to regard the provision of educational infrastructure as 
an investment. Many countries are disengaging from the provision and management of facilities at the 
national level, while at the same time implementing more robust policies of performance monitoring and 
evaluation. Along with the considerable progress that has been made – notably through OECD work on 
educational indicators – this shift has focussed attention on the need for greater understanding of the 
impact investment has on educational outcomes.  
 
The decentralisation of responsibility, the increasing involvement of the private sector and the possibilities 
for radical changes in delivery offered by new technologies put this question into sharp relief. To progress 
our thinking on this issue will require substantial study. The PEB publication The Appraisal of Investments 
in Educational Facilities (OECD, 2000) began to address this issue, and a meeting of experts held in 2000 
reported on recent trends and identified some promising techniques.  
 
As countries address the need to refurbish and supplement existing stock, one aspect of this is the 
relationship and interactions between capital investment in information technology (hardware and 
software) and that in physical infrastructure (bricks and mortar). While they have often been reviewed as 
separate entities in competition for the same funds, this seminar will look at how these two areas of 
investment together can lead to more efficient and effective ways of educational delivery. The theme of the 
seminar will be “Bricks, Clicks and Spondulicks: Investing Educational Capital in Information Technology 
and Physical Infrastructure”. 
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PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of the meeting is to:  

1. Identify current research activities and findings.  

2. Give an idea of what has been achieved. 

3. Determine what developments can be expected in the near future. 

 
The meeting will concentrate on examples of innovation in various countries and will attempt to define 
some of the basic concepts that will affect the future of educational information technology and physical 
infrastructure delivery.  
 
Participants will have the opportunity to:  

! Study current and potential future international developments. 

! Exchange experience and learn about different approaches. 

! Draw conclusions for their own work. 

! Meet their counterparts from other OECD countries. 

 
The seminar programme includes: 

! Keynote speakers analysing the broad trends and identifying key issues.  

! The presentation of case studies from a number of OECD countries. 

! Site visits to educational facilities in and around Brisbane. 

! An exhibition presenting educational institutions featured in Designs for Learning (OECD, 2001), the 
PEB compendium of exemplary educational facilities to be available for viewing throughout the 
seminar. 

 
 
ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION 
 
The main issues to be addressed at the seminar include: 

•  To determine and discuss the major international trends in information technology and physical 
infrastructure capital investments. 

•  To identify and explore the major technological and social developments that will impact on education 
information technology and the design of educational buildings. 

•  To develop and publish findings and recommendations for the international community regarding 
educational information technology and the design of education buildings. 

•  To establish what actions should be taken at the state, national and international levels. 

 
 
PARTICIPANTS 
 
Participation is open to those in OECD countries who have a professional interest in the themes of the 
meeting, and may include elected representatives, officials of national, regional or local administrations, 
educational information technology providers and planners, facility managers, planners, architects and 
researchers. 
 
The number of participants is limited to 80. Each Member country is invited to send a maximum of four 
participants, with the exception of Australian participants. Priority will be given to representatives of 
countries participating in the OECD Programme on Educational Building (PEB), that is, Australia, Austria, 
France, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Korea, Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Portugal, 
Slovak Republic, Spain, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom, and of PEB Associate Member 
organisations (AEDP, Albania; CISEM (Research Institute of the Province of Milan and Italian Provinces 
Union), Italy; Communauté française de Belgique, Belgium; DIGO, Belgium; Het Gemeenschapsonderwijs, 
Belgium; Ministerium der Deutschprachigen Gemeinschaft, Belgium; Province of Quebec, Canada; 
Province of Rovigo, Italy; Regione Emilia-Romagna, Italy; Regione Toscana, Italy; Slovenia; Service 
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general de garantie des infrastructures scolaires subventionnées, Belgium; and the Tokyo Institute of 
Technology, Japan), provided registrations are received by 3 March 2003. 
 
WORKING LANGUAGES 
 
The working languages for the seminar are English and French. Simultaneous interpretation will be 
provided if necessary during plenary sessions and site visits from 24 to 26 March 2003. 
 
 
DOCUMENTATION 
 
Background documents and practical information about the meeting will be sent to registered participants 
approximately three weeks before the meeting. Other documents will be available at the meeting itself. 
 
Participants who wish to contribute a paper to the meeting are requested to contact the PEB Secretariat 
as soon as possible, indicating the issues their paper will address and why it will be of interest to an 
international audience. Abstracts of presentations will be required by 3 March 2003. This is to allow time 
for them to be translated and reproduced. 
 
 
REGISTRATION 
 
The attached registration form is to be completed and returned to the PEB Secretariat as soon as 
possible, but no later than 3 March 2003.  
 
 
POST-SEMINAR VISIT 
 
After the seminar, participants will have the opportunity to take part in a visit to three educational 
institutions in and around Brisbane including University of Queensland, TAFE’s Redcliffe Campus and 
Griffith University. A seafood lunch will be held at the seaside town of Redcliffe. 
 
 
SEMINAR FEES 
  

For representatives of OECD countries participating in PEB, and of Associate Member organisations: 

! AUD $300 (seminar only) 

! AUD $350 (seminar & optional Wednesday site visits) 

 
Inclusions 
 
Please note that these prices do not include accommodation. They do include all seminar documentation, 
interpretation service, lunches, dinners, site visits and the post-seminar visit. The prices do not include 
personal expenses (for example telephone and bar bills). 
 
Payment 
 
Payment of seminar fees is due by 10 March 2003 and should be made by cheque to “OECD Programme 
on Educational Building (Brisbane 2003)”, and sent to: 
 
élisa Fraser 
OECD / DET Seminar 
PO Box 695 
Paddington 
BRISBANE  QLD  4064 
 

We regret that credit cards cannot be accepted in settlement of 
seminar fees. Please note that payments are to be made in 
Australian dollars for Australian participants only. All other 
participants are to make payment in euros. Visit www.oecd.org 
for International registration information and documents. 

 



 4

SPECIAL THANKS 
 
Special thanks to QUT (Queensland University of Technology) and Vice Chancellor Peter Coaldrake for 
contributing the use of their facilities for the seminar. 
 
 
ACCOMMODATION 
 
While delegates are required to cover the cost of their own accommodation, the rates below have been 
negotiated at a variety of Brisbane City hotels. 
 
 
Details & pricing  
 
Please note that payment for accommodation is to be made directly to the hotel. 
 

Description Formerly “The Heritage”, Stamford Plaza Brisbane 
is one of the finest luxury hotels in Brisbane. This 
elegant hotel is situated right on the Brisbane 
River, overlooking the Botanic Gardens and the 
central business district and all rooms boast 
spectacular panoramic views. The Hotel has 
award-winning restaurants and luxurious facilities 
including beauty therapy, massage and gift 
stores. 

Travel to QUT QUT is a 5-10 minute stroll across the City 
Botanic Gardens. 

Stamford Plaza Brisbane  ***** 
Cnr Edward & Margaret Streets 
BRISBANE QLD 4001 
T: (07) 3221 1999 
F: (07) 3221 6895 
www.stamford.com.au  
  

Cost Per room, per night: 

! Superior Room: AUD 180 room only  
! Garden Suite: AUD 360 room only 

Breakfast: 

! Full buffet breakfast is an extra AUD 31 per 
adult  

! Continental breakfast is an extra AUD 24.50 
per adult 

Description Rydges overlooks the Brisbane River and 
Brisbane’s city centre (including QUT) from the 
heart of the 'new look' Southbank Parklands and 
Arts precinct. It is ideal for both leisure guests 
and corporate travellers with 2 restaurants and 
bars. 

Travel to QUT It is a 10-15 minute walk across the Brisbane 
River to QUT via the Millennium walking bridge. 

Rydges South Bank  ****  
Cnr Grey & Glenelg Streets 
SOUTH BRISBANE QLD 4101 
T: (07) 3255 0822 
F: (07) 3255 0899 
www.rydges.com 

Cost Per room, per night: 

! Standard room: AUD 133 room only 
! Superior Queen /Twin Room: AUD 153 room 

only 

Breakfast:  

! Full buffet breakfast is an extra AUD 25 per 
adult 
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Description Centrally located in one of the most attractive 

parts of the city – opposite the City's Botanic 
Gardens – Royal on the Park Brisbane provides 
deluxe accommodation within walking distance of 
the business and shopping district. 

Travel to QUT QUT is a short 5 minute stroll across the City 
Botanic Gardens. 

Royal on the Park  **** 
Corner Alice & Albert Streets 
BRISBANE QLD 4001 
(07) 3221 3411 
(07) 3229 9817 
www.royalonthepark.com.au  
 

Cost Per room, per night: 

! AUD 130 room only, AUD 146 (single 
breakfast) or AUD 152 (breakfast for two) 

! Deluxe Spa AUD 215 room only, AUD 231 
(single breakfast) AUD 247 (breakfast for two) 

Breakfast: 

! As above. 

Description Convenient and central, Hotel Ibis Brisbane is 
only a short stroll to Brisbane's major attractions. 
Value for money and a high standard of service 
makes this 3 star property unique. 

Travel to QUT It is a 10-15 minute walk down George Street to 
QUT. 

Hotel Ibis Brisbane *** 
27-35 Turbot Street 
BRISBANE QLD 4003 
(07) 3237 2333 
(07) 3237 2444 
www.ibisbrisbane.com.au  
 
 

Cost Per room, per night: 

! AUD 99 (single/twin/double) – room only  

Breakfast: 

! Buffet breakfast (single) is an extra AUD 11 
! Buffet breakfast (twin/double) is an extra AUD 

22 

 
 
Reservations 
To reserve accommodation for before, during and/or after the seminar, please contact the hotel of your 
choice. To ensure you get the room and hotel of your choice, we recommend you make your reservations 
by the end of February 2003 – remember to indicate that you will be attending the seminar. The hotels 
accept credit cards (American Express, Diners Club, MasterCard, Visa) and have currency exchange 
facilities within or nearby the hotel. The hotels' web sites can be accessed using the above addresses. 
 
 
ACCOMPANYING PERSONS 
 
Accompanying persons will be welcome to join participants for dinners, site visits and for the excursion on 
Wednesday, provided space is available. A fee will be charged for meals and transportation. Participants 
are requested to notify the organisers when registering if they plan to be accompanied on any of these 
occasions so that appropriate provision can be made. 
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GETTING TO BRISBANE 
 
The cost of travel to and from the seminar venue (i.e. Brisbane) is borne by participants, who are 
responsible for making their own travel arrangements. 
 
Brisbane’s international airport is served by regularly scheduled flights from most OECD countries. 
Information about welcome arrangements and transport between the airport and hotels will be sent to 
participants after registration. 
 
 
EXTENDED STAYS 
 
Staying over one Saturday night may significantly reduce the cost of air travel – participants are advised to 
check with their travel agents.  The above hotels welcome participants during the day immediately before 
the seminar at a discount price subject to rooms being available. 
 
 
Tourist information 
Brisbane is Australia’s fastest growing city with an outdoor lifestyle unequalled in Australia. Its 
recreational, cultural and sporting facilities offer residents and visitors endless opportunities to enjoy the 
city’s great climate. Brisbane offers the excitement and diversity of a big city, yet the sandy beaches of the 
Sunshine Coast and Gold Coast, the Australian bush and rainforest hinterlands, and the islands of 
Moreton Bay are all within an hour’s drive. Find out all about Brisbane by visiting www.ourbrisbane.com. 
Further tourist information will be provided after registration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 DEADLINE REMINDERS 
 

1. Registration: 10 March 2003 

2. Abstracts of papers for presentation: 10 March 2003 

3. Payment:  10 March 2003 
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Bricks, Clicks and Spondulicks 
 

 
Investing Educational Capital in Information  

Technology and Physical Infrastructure 
 

Brisbane, Queensland, Australia 
24-26 March 2003 

 
An international seminar organised by the OECD Programme on Educational Building (PEB), the 

Commonwealth Department of Education, Science and Training (Australia) and the Department of 
Employment and Training (Queensland)                       

 
 

Provisional Programme 

Sunday, 23 March 2003 

From 14:00 Residential participants check in at hotels 

17:00 Transfer from hotels to Queensland University of Technology (QUT) Gardens Point 
Campus 

From 17:30 Registration of residential participants 

18:00 Welcoming remarks  

Richard Yelland, OECD Programme on Educational Building  

 

Exhibition opening 

Followed by reception and buffet 

20:00 Return to hotels / free evening in Brisbane 

Monday, 24 March 2003 

07:30 – 08:30  Breakfast 

08:30  Convene at QUT, S block, Level 12, Owen J Wordsworth Room 

08:00 – 09:00 Registration of non-residential participants 

09:00 – 09:15  Opening of Conference 
Matt Foley, Queensland Minister for Employment and Training – to be confirmed 

09:15 – 09:25 Welcome 

Tom Cochrane, Pro Vice Chancellor, Information & Academic Services, QUT 

09:25 – 09:45 Presentation of the Conference  

Richard Yelland, OECD Programme on Educational Building 

09:45 – 10:30 Keynote Presentation  

Susan Stuebing, Consultant, the Netherlands 

10:30 – 11:00 Tea/coffee break 

11:00 – 11:45  Presentation of the “Clicks on Bricks” project  

Kelvin Crump, Brian Frankham, John Rae 

11:45 – 12:30 Discussion   

12:30 – 14:00 Lunch 

14:00 – 16:00 Convene for tour and presentation of QUT Kelvin Grove precinct including coffee break 

16:00 – 16:30 Presentation of OECD work on “Information and Communication Technologies in 
Education”  

Richard Sweet, OECD Directorate for Education 
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16:30 – 17:00 Presentation of “An Architect’s View”  
Kenn Fisher 

17:00 – 17:30 Discussion  

17:30 Return to hotels 

19:00 Convene at QUT for dinner at the Summit Restaurant 

22:30 Return to hotels  

Tuesday, 25 March 2003 

07:30 – 08:30 Breakfast 

08:30 Convene at QUT, S block, Level 12, Owen J Wordsworth Room  

09:00 – 10:00 "Bricks or Clicks, or Bricks and Clicks? – Debate and progress in an Australian 
university"  

Tom Cochrane  

10:00 – 10:30 Presentation of “TAFE Online”  

David Poynter 

10:30 – 11:00 Tea/coffee break 

11:00 – 12:30 Presentations from OECD countries 

12:30 – 14:00 Lunch  

14:00 – 15:30 Workshop in small groups 

15:30 – 16:00 Tea/coffee break 

16:00 – 17:30 Report back from groups and panel discussion  

17:30 Return to hotels / free time 

19:00 Convene at QUT for dinner at Sirromet Winery 

19:30 – 22:30 Dinner 

22:30 Return to hotels  

Wednesday, 26 March 2003  

07:30 – 08:30 Breakfast 

09:00 – 16:00 Convene at QUT out the front of D block for site visit to: 

South-East Queensland learning facilities – University of Queensland (St Lucia), Griffith 
University (Nathan Campus), Technical and Further Education (Redcliffe Campus);  
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REGISTRATION FORM  
(AUSTRALIAN PARTICIPANTS – international registrations visit www.oecd.org)  

Questions? Email elisafraser@tpg.com.au 
 

Bricks, Clicks and Spondulicks 
 

Investing Educational Capital in Information  
Technology and Physical Infrastructure 

 
Brisbane, Queensland, Australia 

24-26 March 2003 
 

An international seminar organised by the OECD Programme on Educational Building (PEB), the 
Commonwealth Department of Education, Science and Training (Australia) and the Department of 

Employment and Training (Queensland) 
 

Department of Employment & Training     ABN 54456676679 

 
1. Registrant details (please complete in block letters) 
 

Last name  First name  

Title/function  Organisation  

Address for correspondence  

  

 Country  

Tel. (include country & area codes)  Fax  

E-mail   

Name of accompanying person (if any)  

Will they be attending: "  Sunday dinner "  Tuesday site visit 

"  Monday site visit  "  Tuesday dinner 

"  Monday dinner "  Wednesday site visit 

 
2.  Working language (please tick): "  ENGLISH   "  FRENCH   "  OTHER ____________________ 
 
3.  Special needs e.g. access, diet, etc. 
 
4. I will be attending the trip to three educational facilities on Wednesday, 26 March (please tick):      
 

"  YES     (Number of persons  _____ )  "  NO 
 

5.  "  A cheque in the amount of AUD ______ made payable to "OECD Programme on Educational 
Building (Brisbane 2003) ":  

"  is enclosed. 

"  was mailed on ___/___/03 

"  A bank transfer for the amount of AUD ______ was requested on ___/___/03 
  

Australian participants should return this form as soon as possible, and at the latest by 
10 March 2003 to: 

 
élisa Fraser  PO Box 695  Paddington  Queensland  4064 

or Kelvin Crump (fax) 07 3244 5361 
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