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Measuring Social Capital in Belgium

I. Background

The second half of the nineties marked a take – off of survey research in Belgium on a national as well as on
regional level. Inevitably this task division between federal and regional authorities is reflected in this summary.
The inventory opens with surveys covering Belgium with its three regions: Flanders; Wallonie and Brussels and
continues with surveys organised in the Flemish region mainly set up within the framework of Flemish policy
oriented research supported by academic partnership.

Though at a theoretical level controversies about the adequacy of a distinct concept ‘social capital’ has not
reached a final conclusion, the surveys presented in this inventory all include measurements of aspects of social
capital,

II. Information about the surveys

Coverage Belgium

1. Panel Study on Belgian Households (PSBH)

This survey started in 1992 with an annual follow up of the original 4439 random selected  household counting
11000 individual members. In 1993 the researchteam of PSBH conducted two pilot studies for the Europan
Comunity Household Panel.  From 1994 , after some adaption of the original questionnaire, the PSBH study
takes full part in the ECHP.The survey contains about 400 variables at the level of households and 800 variables
at the level of individuals. Besides social – demographical subjects, other subjects are: education, welfare,
health, social participation, leasure activities, social relations,  housing conditions, migration and mobility.
After 2002  the PSBH will be transformed in the annual Study on Income and Living Conditions (SILC),
financed by the National Institute for Statistics. The SILC survey will not include questions about social
participation. Possibly a new version of the PSBH survey, including social capital dimensions might continue on
a regional bases.

Type of respondent: Adults in private households (aged 16 to 75)
Coverage: Belgium
Achieved sample size: 4439 households
Response rate:  between 85 and 93%
Fieldwork: May untill November
Sampling frame: Postcode Adress File of the National Regristration Office
Social capital slant: social participation, social relations.
Lead Department: Federal service for Scientific, Technical and Cultural Affairs
Status: Annual until 2002

2. Health survey 1997 and 2001

(1)  Health survey 1997

Survey organised by the Scientific Institute of Public Health. Survey conducted in 1997. Three sorts of
questionnaires are used: a questionnaire te be filled out by the househod (31 questions) ; a questionnaire for face
– to – face interviews (239 questions) ; a written questionnaire (147 questions). The written questionnaire
contains questions about social wel being and social contacts.

Type of respondent: (Adults over 15 year)
Coverage: Belgium
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Achieved sample size: 10.000 individuals
Response rate:
Fieldwork: During the whole year 1997
Sampling frame: Postcode Adress File of the National Regristration Office
Social capital slant: social relations.
Lead Department: Scientific Institute of Public Health
Status: Finalisation in 2002 new Health survey organised in 2001.

(2) Health survey 2001

Survey organised by the Scientific Institute of Public Health. Survey conducted in 2001. Questionnaires : same
as under A.

Type of respondent: (Adults over 15 years)
Coverage: Belgium
Achieved sample size: Theoretical: 10000; Effective 12050 (5000 households)
Response rate:
Fieldwork: During the whole year 2001
Sampling frame: Postcode Adress File of the National Regristration Office
Social capital slant: social relations.
Lead Department: Scientific Institute of Public Health
Status: Finalisation in 2002
Webadress: www.iph.fgovv.be/epidemio/epinl/index4.htm

3. Belgian Time Use Survey 1999 (BTUS)

Great scale time budget research coupled at the Household budget survey organised in 1999 by the National
Institute for Statistic.  De diary of activities included time spent on social contacts, social engagement, care and
help for others.

Type of respondent:  individuals in households (aged 12 to 95)
Coverage: Belgium
Achieved sample size: 8382 individuals out of 4275 households
- Two stage sample: (1) random selection of communities; (2) random
selection of households
Response rate: 6,28% (due to the low response rate (6,42%) for the
household budget survey - only households who participated at the
household budget survey were asked to participate at the Time Use
Survey).
Fieldwork: 03/12/1998 - 06/02/2000.
Sampling frame: Post code Address File of the National Registration
Office
Social capital slant:
- social engagement (participation at organizations, civic duties,
voluntary work, religious activities, care and help to others)
- social contacts and social network (social activities, presence of
others during activities)
Lead Department: Statistics Belgium - Vrije Universiteit Brussel
(Department of Sociology - Research Group TOR)
Status: finalized
Web address: http://www.vub.ac.be/TOR/

http://statbel.fgov.be/



4

4. Belgian participation in the European Social Survey (ESS_Belgium)

Belgium participates in the European Social Survey. The Survey starts for the first time in 2002. Fieldwork is
planned for September untill December. The 2002 survey includes a module about immigration and attitude –
items about new immigrants. Other topics are political trust, trust in people, social and political orientation,
social relations and activities.

Type of respondent:  population age 15 and over
Coverage: Belgium
Achieved sample size: minimum 1500
Target Response rate: 70%
Fieldwork: September – December 2002.
Sampling frame: Post code Address File of the National Registration
Office
Social capital slant: political trust; trust in people, social relations and activities.
Lead Department: National Coordination: Dept. of Sociology KU-Leuven;
Status: Two yearly
Web address: http://www.europeansocialsurvey.org

5. General Election Study  (91-95-99) (GES)

Three waves of General Election studies each time set up in connection with the General Election held after the
General Election. The Study is supported financially by the Federal Services for Technical, Cultural and
Scientific Affairs, under the National Ministry of Science. The studies are based on a panel survey and focus on
general political attitudes and behaviour. Data are collected on political information and knowledge, perceptions
of political bodies, and perceptions of problems and important issues. Other questions deal with party
identification, party preferences, feeling of political efficacy and the nature and extent of political participation
and social participation.

Type of respondent:  population age 18 and over
Coverage: Belgium
Achieved sample size: In 1999 (Flanders) 2099 panel respondents; New respondents (Flanders) : 800
Response rate: 73,7%
Fieldwork: June 1999
Sampling frame: Post code Address File of the National Registration
Office
Social capital slant: political membership; membership , participation and social engagement
Lead Department: Flanders: Interuniversitair Steunpunt Politieke-Opinieonderzoek; Wallonie: Point d’Appui
Interuniversitair sur l’Opinion Publique et la Politique
Status: finalised
Web address: http://www.ac.be/facdep/sociologie/ENG/onderzoekeng/ispoeng/index.htm

Coverage Flanders

6. Cultural shifts in Flanders (APS)

This a contiuous annual survey organised since 1996 by the Administration of  Planning and Statistics of the
regional Flemish Autorithy. Face – to face interviews are carried out each year, using a questionnaire mainly
focussing on people’s attitudes on relevant subjects for policymaking.  The questionnaire includes a battery of
items about social engagement and questions about social network and social support. The design of the
questionnaire is treefold: a permanent part; a periodical part and an annual ad - hoc part with special attention to
a central theme selected each year (social exclusion in 2002).

Type of respondent: Adult individuals (aged 18 to 85)
Coverage: Flanders and dutch speaking population in Brussels
Achieved sample size: 1446 (survey 2001)



5

- Two stage sample: (1) random selection of communities; (2) random selection of individuals
Response rate:  60 to 65%
Fieldwork: April to June
Sampling frame: Postcode Adress File of the National Regristration Office
Social capital slant:
- annually: social engagement and social network
- periodically ( every two or three years): trust in institutions; political values; permissivity values.
Lead Department: Ministry of Flanders; Administration Planning and Statistics
Status: Continuous
 Webadress: http://www.vlaanderen.be/aps

7. Time budget research TOR ’99 (TBR)

Great scale time budget research organised in 1999 in Flanders in the context of the Flemish government
program ‘Policy oriented Research’. A similar study dated from 1966. In 1999 1533 random selected Flemish
participants between 16 and 75 years kept during one week a diary of all activities, including voluntary activities
and cultural participation. A  next time budget study similar to the 1999 research is planned for 2004.

Type of respondent: Adult individuals (aged 16 to 75)
Coverage: Flanders and dutch speaking population in Brussels
Achieved sample size: 1533
Two stage sample: (1) random selection of communities; (2) random
selection of individuals
Response rate:  28.4%
Fieldwork: 15.04.99-30.10.99 (with a break from 15.07.99 till 01.09.99)
Sampling frame: Postcode Adress File of the National Registration
Office
Social capital slant:
periodically ( every five years): time budget (social contacts, social participation, civic duties, participation at
organizations, network
characteristics, such as: interaction partners during activity, number of (different) interaction partners);
questionnaire (social engagement).
Financing: Ministry of Flanders; Department of Welfare, Education and Culture.
Lead Department: Free University of Brussels (V.U.B.)
Status: next wave 2004
Webadress: www.vub.ac.be/TOR/

8. Middenveldonderzoek ( Civil Society Survey) (CSS)

Survey focussing on intensity and forms of participation in ‘civil society’ (between private and public), with
special attention to effect of social participation on civic values.

Type of respondent: Adult individuals (aged 18 to 75)
Coverage: Flanders
Achieved sample size: 1341
Two stage sample: (1) random selection of communities; (2) random selection of individuals
Response rate:  61.5%
Fieldwork: Februari to mai 1998
Sampling frame: Postcode Adress File of the National Regristration Office
Social capital slant: social participation and civic values
Lead Department: Federal Services for Technical, Cultural and Scientific Affairs, under the National Ministry of
Science
Status: Continuous
Webadress: http://www.vub.ac.be/tor
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9. Maatschappelijke participatie van jongeren  (Youth participation Survey) (YPS)

The objective of the survey is the collection of data about social participation, leasure activties and (in)formal
participation of respondents between 14 to 18 years old. Research analysis will focus on the effects (in)formal
participation on civic values, societal en personal well – being.

Type of respondent: Young individuals (aged 14 to 18)
Coverage: Flanders
Assumed sample size: 1880
Two stage sample: (1) random selection of communities; (2) random selection of individuals

Response rate:  ?

Fieldwork: Februari to ? 2002

Sampling frame: Postcode Adress File of the National Regristration Office via APS
Social capital slant: Social participation, civil values, and societal involvement.
Lead Department: Ministry of Flanders; Administration Culture, Section Youth and Sports
Status: a single survey in progress
Webadress: http://www.vub.ac.be/tor

10.   Leerlingenparticipatie en leefwereld jongeren (Pupil participation in education and the daily life of
young people) (PPS)

Type of respondent: Pupils (in the 4th en 6th year of secondary education, approximately 16 to 18 years old) and
one of their parents.
Coverage: Flanders and dutch speaking population in Brussels
Achieved sample size:
- 13419 pupils
- 7114 parents, response rate of parents: 52.3%
Random sample (stratified by province, education network and type of education) of 89 schools. In these
schools, all the pupils in the fourth and sixth year of ASO (general secondary education), KSO (secondary art
education), TSO (secondary technical education) and BSO (secondary vocational education) completed a written
questionnaire.
Response rate of schools: 79.6%
Fieldwork: November 1999 to May 2000
Sampling frame: School Database of the Ministry of the Flemish Community – Education Department
Social capital slant:
- Pupils: social engagement (in and out of school participation), social network, perception of the school

climate, citizenship values
- Parents: social engagement, citizenship values
Lead Department: Ministry of the Flemish Community – Education Department
Status: Finalised
Webadress: http://www.vub.ac.be/TOR

11.  Leerlingenparticipatie en leermotivatie (Pupil participation related to learning motivation and pro-
social behaviour) (PPM)

Type of respondent: Pupils (in the 2th en 4th year of secondary education, approximately 14 to 16 years old) +
teachers
Coverage: Flanders and dutch speaking population in Brussels
Achieved sample size:
- approximately 4000 pupils (the questionnaires were not counted yet)
- at this moment 435 teachers, response rate of teachers: 60.4% (preliminary results, the questionnaires are

still coming in)
Two stage sample: (1) random selection of 59 schools (stratified by province, education network and type of
education); (2) in each school, random selection of classes . In these classes, all the pupils completed a written
questionnaire.
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Response rate of schools: 67.8 %
Fieldwork: February 2002 to May 2002
Sampling frame: School Database of the Ministry of the Flemish Community – Education Department
Social capital slant:
- Pupils: social engagement (in and out of school participation), social network, perception of the school

climate, pro-social attitudes
- Teachers: social engagement, perception of the school climate
Lead Department: Ministry of the Flemish Community – Education Department
Status: Still running
Webadress: http://www.vub.ac.be/TOR

12. SONAR

The main objective of the Sonar-research program is to construct a data set allowing a detailed analysis of the
transition from school to work in the Flemish region, based on a series of surveys of several birth cohorts, being
interviewed at different times in their life-course. At present data have been collected for two cohorts, born in the
year 1976 and 1978 respectively and interviewed at age 23. The 1976 cohort will be re-visited at age 26 in the
final months of 2002.

Each survey realised 3000 interviews, based on a two-stage sampling frame (1) random selection of
communities; (2) random selection of individuals, using the Postcode Adress File of the National Regristration
Office.

To be able to look at the importance and influence of social capital in the transition from school to work the
questionnaire contains a limited amount of questions concerning the embededness in social networks.

The research is conducted in the framework of the “Programme for Policy Relevant Research” of the Ministry of
Flanders; Administration Science and Innovation. The lead department as far as the content of the research is
concerned is the Ministry of Flanders, Administration of Education, Department of Policy Co-ordination.

Type of respondent: adults age 23 (cohort II) and age 26 (cohort I)
Coverage: Flemish region
Achieved sample size: 3000 for each cohort
Response rate:  ?
Fieldwork: 2002; face – to – face interviews
Sampling frame: two-stage sampling frame (1) random selection of communities; (2) random selection of
individuals, using the Postcode Adress File of the National Regristration Office
Social capital slant: embededness in social networks
Lead Department: Ministry of Flanders; Department of Policy Co – oordination, Administration of Education
Status: survey 2002 in progress

13. Citizen Directed Governance (CDG)

Survey is commissioned by the Ministry of the Flemish Community. The survey is a joint undertaking by the
Public Management Institute and the Section Political Sociology, both part of the Political Science Department
at Leuven University. Focus of investigation is the hypothetical link between quality of public service delivery,
satisfaction with service delivery and trust in government. Fieldwork is organised in April – june 2002 among
2500 Flemish respondents.

Type of respondent: Adult individuals (aged 18 to 85)
Coverage: Flanders and dutch speaking population in Brussels
Sample size: 2500
- Two stage sample: (1) random selection of communities; (2) random selection of individuals
Response rate:
Fieldwork: April to December 2002
Sampling frame: Postcode Adress File of the National Regristration Office
Social capital slant: trust in institutions, in government and administration; value orientations.
Lead Department: Public Management Institute and Secion Political Sociology



8

Status: periodical
 Webadress: http:// www.kuleuven.ac.be/io/trust

14.   Social Network Research (SNR)

Research in depth on social relations and social integration based on data of the APS surveys ‘ Cultural Shifts in
Flanders’ (see under 5) and on a survey  (1997) of 623 random selected Flemish respondents between 23 and 75
years of age. Focus on:  social contacts, intensity of contacts, quality of contacts,  social participation and
normative integration. An additional methodological and technical report on the improvement of measurment of
social support networks was commissionned by the Ministry of the Flemish Community within the framework of
the Policy Oriented Research Program.

Type of respondent: Adult individuals (aged 18 to 85)
Coverage: Flanders and dutch speaking population in Brussels
Achieved sample size: 1500
- Two stage sample: (1) random selection of communities; (2) random selection of individuals
Response rate:  60 to 65%
Fieldwork: April to June
Sampling frame: Postcode Adress File of the National Regristration Office
Social capital slant:
- annually: social engagement and social network
- periodically ( every two or three years): trust in institutions; political values; permissivity values.
Lead Department: Faculty political and social sciences; Department of Population Studies & Social Science
Research Methods
Status: Continuous
Webadress: http://www.psw.rug.ac.be/popmeth

III. The survey matrix

See appendix

For reason of comparability the matrice reproduces the five groupings and most indicators suggested by Dave
Ruston (National Statistics UK) and  suiting perfectly for a schematic overview of  covered indicators in the
surveys mentioned above. Obviously most surveys don’t cover all dimensions of the concept social capital. The
most plausible explanation is that social capital is not (necessarilly) the key concept in de research design
structuring data collection. However in the surveys mainly focussing on attitudepatterns and value orientation -
regardless of the targetpopulation (general or specific) - most reappearing dimensions are social engagement,
social engagement and trust in surveys.


