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Who gets a degree? 

• The output of activity „Inequality in Access to 
Higher and Tertiary Education in the Czech 
Republic and other European Countries. 

• Concluded in May 2010; an updated version of 
2009 study „Who is more equal?“. 

• Using empirical data gathered by the European 
Social Survey (ESS 1-4), it has tried to find out 
what is the level and the character of inequality, 
how it has changed in Europe in the last sixty 
years, particularly how it has been related to the 
expansion of tertiary education. 
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European Social Survey (ESS) 

EPC study uses the data of four ESS rounds from 25 
countries (roughly 160 thousand respondents): 

• ESS-1 conducted in 2002/2003 

• ESS-2 conducted in 2004/2005 

• ESS-3 conducted in 2006/2007 

• ESS-4 conducted in 2008/2009 

ESS allows to: 

• combine ESS rounds to increase the size of the sample 

• cover almost the whole Europe and use relatively fresh data 

• analyse inequalities in access to tertiary education 
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Logistic regression model 

Explained variable (respondent’s characteristic) 

• The attainment of Tertiary Education  

 

Explaining variables (respondent’s parents) 

• Father’s and mother’s level of education  

• Father’s and mother’s occupation at the respondent’s 
age 14 years 

 

Six age cohorts since 1950 

• Defined by the decade in which respondent’s tertiary 
education was attained 
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Odds ratios and Inequality index 

• Odds ratios of tertiary education attainment between the 
top and bottom quarters of the most and the least 
disadvantaged children by the family background factors. 

 

• Inequality index (Ii) indicates the overall level of 
inequalities in access to Tertiary Education 

 

• Ii  assumes values within the <0; 100> interval (the higher 
the index, the higher the inequality and vice versa) 

 

• Ii (Inequality index) = (2AUC - 1) x 100 = Gini index 
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Groups of countries 

• NORTH-WEST = Austria (AT), Denmark (DK), 
Finland (FI), Germany (DE), Ireland (IE), the Netherlands 
(NL), Norway (NO), Sweden (SE), the United Kingdom 
(GB); 

• SOUTH-WEST = Belgium (BE), France (FR), 
Greece (GR), Portugal (PT), Spain (ES), Switzerland 
(CH), Turkey (TR). 

• EAST = the Czech Republic (CZ), Estonia (EE), 
Hungary (HU), Poland (PL), Romania (RO), the Russian 
Federation (RU), the Slovak Republic (SK), Slovenia 
(SI), Ukraine (UA); 
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 Conclusions of the 2010 study 

• The EPC model and the ESS data have allowed to 
construct the Inequality index and to measure the level 
of inequality in access to tertiary education in Europe as 
a whole and in individual countries during last decades. 

• It changes over time, falling down till the 80’s, then 
raising slightly again in the 90’s, and remaining at the 
approximately same level after 2000.  

• Considering the impact of family background, it is 
necessary to take into account education and occupation 
of both parents. 

• Quantitative expansion is not automatically followed by a 
reduction of inequalities. 
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Thank You very much for your attention! 
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