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Background Paper

Indian national goals demand fostering a culture of innovation in all sectors. The 
process of change has to be all-encompassing and begin early. Then the focus is on 
changing the learning environment and creating education systems inherently 
geared towards nurturing creativity amongst the young population so that they may 
eventually contribute innovatively to the multi-dimensional task of nation building.  

In recent times, the Indian economy has grown at a phenomenal rate. Innovation 
underpins development. The work place has changed drastically. It is increasingly 
tuned to global benchmarks and synchronized with global changes. Information and 
communication technologies have become ubiquitous. These are redefining 
systems, processes and the nature of transactions in all spheres. Social learning is 
abetting rapid diffusion and adoption of these technologies, affecting and impacting 
the socio-cultural fabric of society, economy and aspirations of Indian people. 

Paradoxically, education has not kept pace with the fast changing social space and 
the work place. Barring few exceptions, formal educational structures, curricular 
frameworks and pedagogic praxis appear anachronistic and insular. These are by 
and large oblivious to the changes in contemporary understandings on the process 
of teaching-learning driven by seminal research on education and insight gleaned 
from cognitive neuroscience. The potential of educational technologies yet remains 
to be fully explored and leveraged innovatively in diverse learning contexts. The 
academia needs to develop a new vision and a new vocabulary. There is a felt need 
for systemic changes; for redefining and re-crafting the education system so that it 
becomes a community of innovative practice. 

Quality of human capital, education and training are now a national priority. Public, 
private and community service initiatives are leading to immense scale-up of 
educational institutes and opportunities in both the formal and non-formal sectors. 
Proactive measures at the national and local levels are now becoming highly visible 
and driving change. India needs to leapfrog innovatively to a new paradigm of 
education strongly anchored and informed by action research in education. It needs 
creation of new educational products (new systems, curriculums, pedagogies, 
assessment tools, and all that); sharing of best practices; rapid diffusion; and, 
assimilation in both letter and in spirit. The tipping point can be reached only with 
critical number of diverse players creating, adapting, adopting and leading change. 

The XII Plan document of the Planning Commission dwells in great detail on need 
for education and innovation and mandates change at all levels, involving all players 
[1]. This workshop, conceptualized as a joint initiative of representatives from 
academia, the Planning Commission, the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) and 
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), seeks to 
create a forum for vibrant discussion and collaborative work to lead change at a 
national level.        
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Background Paper

Framework
This collaborative workshop aims to bring together stakeholders from government, 
industry, educational institutions, and the education outreach, support and service 
sector. It is jointly organised with the OECD, whose Centre for Educational 
Research and Innovation (CERI) currently develops an Innovation Strategy for 
Education and Training covering related issues. 

The deliberations will explore the new landscape of education with a focus on: 
• Changing mission of education at all levels for diverse populations;
• Changing expectations of an innovative work space;  
• Paradigms of education in an increasingly globalized world;
• Quintessential facets of innovative education;
• Tuning educational structures and curricular frameworks;  
• Transforming classrooms and teaching-learning environments; 
• Leveraging information and communication technologies;
• Enhancing active engagement and social learning; 
• Creating learning opportunities beyond the classroom;  
• Identification and sharing of best praxis;
• Creating regional leaders and agents of change through Educate the Educator 

initiatives;
• Strategies for diffusion, assimilation and mainstreaming of innovation. 

The discussion will take place along six primary strands, weaving above stated 
focus themes and concerns:
• Education and Innovation: The Agenda of Change
• Research and Innovation: Recrafting Tertiary Education
• Entrepreneurship and Innovation: Learning to Unlearn (Changing Work Space)
• Education and Innovation: The School Experience
• Pedagogic Innovation: Reinventing the Classroom
• Fostering Innovation: Beyond the Classroom (Stakeholders Speak)

Format: The workshop will include plenary talks; expert panel presentations with 
interactive sessions; and working group discussions to produce specific policy 
recommendations and action plans. The opportunity will be leveraged to explore 
multilateral research projects and deeper engagement with OECD partners on 
pertinent issues. 

The workshop will be designed to have two layers of participants, twining policy 
makers, heads of organizations, administrators and expert resource persons with 
young practitioners and researchers. This will allow, both, formulation of action 
plans, subsequent follow-up and implementation on ground through 
documentation, research, and pilot projects. 
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Speaker Profiles

SPEAKER PROFILES
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Dr. Narendra Jadhav is a leading educationist, eminent economist & policy maker, 
well-known social scientist and a best-selling author. He did his PhD in Economics 
from Indiana University, USA in 1986; MA in Economics from Bombay University in 
1975 and a B.Sc in Satistics from Bombay University in 1973.

Dr. Narendra Jadhav is currently serving as a Member, Planning Commission (in the 
rank and status of Union Minister of State). His sectoral responsibilities include 
Education, Labour-Employment-Skill Development, Sports & Youth Affairs, and 
Social Justice and Empowerment. In addition, Dr. Jadhav looks after the states of 
Bihar, Tamil Nadu, and Goa, besides the Union Territories of Diu-Daman and Dadra-
Nagar Haveli. Dr. Jadhav has also been Member, National Advisory Council (NAC) 
since May 2010. 

He has served as Vice-Chancellor of Pune University from August 2006 to June 
2009. Dr. Jadhav has served the Reserve Bank of India for 31 years from where he 
took voluntary retirement in 2008 from the position of Principal Adviser and Chief 
Economist. For four years he worked at the International Monetary Fund (IMF), first 
as Adviser to Executive Director for India and then briefly as a Consultant to the 
Independent Evaluation Office of the IMF. He has worked as Chief Economic 
Counsellor for Afghanistan (2006) and earlier, also as an Advisor to the Government 
of Ethiopia (1988).

Dr. Jadhav has written 15 books and over 100 research papers. His family biography 
in English “Untouchables” has been an international best seller.

Narendra Jadhav
Member (HRD)
Planning Commission
Government of India
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Prof. Kaushik Basu is Chief Economic Adviser, Ministry of Finance, Government of 
India. He is on leave from Cornell University where he is Professor of Economics 
and the C. Marks Professor of International Studies. Till 2009 he was Chairman of 
the Department of Economics and during 2006-09 he was Director of the Center for 
Analytic Economics at Cornell. 

Earlier he was Professor of Economics at the Delhi School of Economics, where in 
1992 he founded the Centre for Development Economics in Delhi and was its first 
Executive Director. He is also a founding member of the Madras School of 
Economics. 

He is currently the fourth President of the Human Development and Capabilities 
Association, which was founded by Nobel Laureate Prof. Amartya Sen. He has held 
advisory posts with the ILO, the World Bank, the Reserve Bank of India and was, for 
several years, member of the steering committee of the Expert Group of 
Development Issues set up by the Swedish Government. He is currently a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Exim Bank of India. 

Prof. Kaushik Basu has held visiting positions at the Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, and the London School of Economics, where he was Distinguished 
Visitor in 1993. He has been Visiting Professor at Harvard University (Economics 
Dept) - 2004, Princeton University (Economics Dept) - 1989-91, and M.I.T. 
(Economics Dept) -2001-02. 

In May 2008 he was awarded one of India’s highest civilian awards, the Padma 
Bhushan, by the President of India.

Kaushik Basu
Chief Economic Advisor
Ministry of Finance
Government of India
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Ms. Vibha Puri Das is an IAS officer of the 1976 batch of Uttarakhand cadre and 
boasts of a fine track record with long experience in various ministries. Prior to this 
relocation, she served as Additional Secretary in Department of Personnel and 
Training. 
 
She has successfully served as Principal Secretary and Commissioner with Forest 
and Rural Development, Uttarakhand. She had worked as Principal Secretary with 
Home and Transport of Uttarakhand during her initial postings. 
 
Ms. Das holds a Masters degree in Political Science from the Jawaharlal Nehru 
University. Besides, she holds a Certificate Course in International Approaches to 
Rural Development and Poverty Alleviation from the Institute of Development 
Studies, Sussex, UK. 
 
She has served as Additional Chief Executive Officer of the Greater Noida Authority, 
Vice-Chairperson of Ghaziabad Development Authority and Special Secretary 
(Finance), Government of Uttar Pradesh. 
 
Besides extensive experience on diverse posts, she had also edited the newsletter 
of the South Asia Rural Reconstruction Association. Ms. Das is credited with having 
developed the curriculum for human rights based on home-based workers' 
movement while working with SEWA, Ahmedabad.  

Vibha Puri Das
Secretary, Higher Education
Ministry of Human Resource Development 
Government of India
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Mrs. Sushma Berlia is a leading woman entrepreneur and industrialist of the 
country, who has made outstanding contribution to the cause of industry, woman 
empowerment and education. She is the President of Apeejay Stya and Svrán 
Group – a leading industrial & business house with diversified interests in India and 
abroad, and President of Apeejay Education Society which runs 29 Schools and 
higher education institutions across the country. She is also the Chancellor of the 
recently-established Apeejay Stya University (India’s first Liberal arts-based Meta 
University with a strong focus on research and technology).

Mrs. Berlia became the President of the PHD Chamber of Commerce & Industry in 
2005-06, becoming the first-ever woman to head a multi-state apex chamber in 
India. A well known Educationist and Industrialist, Mrs. Berlia has contributed and 
played a leading role in formulating policies in the field of educational reform and 
Industry and her suggestions on issues of access, equity & inclusive education, 
industry-academia linkages, skill development and implementable solutions for 
funding of higher education have been well-appreciated by the government and 
regulatory bodies. 

Mrs. Berlia is a Governing Body Member of the National Board of Accreditation. She 
has also served as the Chairperson, Board of Governors of the NIT, Jalandhar, and 
as Member of the Board of Governors of IIT-Roorkee. 

Mrs. Berlia has many awards to her credit, including the ‘International Lifetime 
Achievement Award 2009’ of the ‘International Congress of Women’ in Collaboration 
with the Govt. of India and the UNIC”, and a Special Honor by the Punjab Technical 
University in 2005 for her contributions in the field of Biotechnology, Life Sciences 
and Research. 

She is a Graduate in Economics from Lady Sri Ram College and Master’s in 
Business Economics from University of Delhi. 

Sushma Berlia
President, Apeejay Stya & Svrán Group and
Chancellor, Apeejay Stya University
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Dr. Van Damme is Head of the Innovation and Measuring Progress Division (IMEP) 
in the Directorate for Education at the OECD in Paris. He holds a PhD in Educational 
Sciences from Ghent University and is also professor of Educational Sciences in the 
same university (since 1995). He was also part-time professor in Comparative 
Education at the Free University of Brussels (1997-2000) and visiting professor of 
Comparative Education at Seton Hall University, NJ, USA (2001-2008).

Besides being an academic he has been professionally involved in educational 
policy development in various capacities between 1992 and 2008, from 2004 to 
2008 as chief of staff at the cabinet of Dr Frank Vandenbroucke, Flemish minister of 
education. In 2004 he also served as executive director of the RAGO, the 
organization of public schools in the Flemish Community of Belgium.

His current interests are innovation in education, comparative analyses of 
educational systems, new developments in the learning sciences and knowledge 
management in education. At the OECD he is responsible for the Centre for 
Educational Research and Innovation (CERI) and the Indicators of Educational 
Systems (INES) programme.

Dirk Van Damme
Head-Innovation and Measuring Progess Division
Directorate of Education
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD)
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Dr. Stéphan Vincent-Lancrin is a Senior Analyst and Project Leader at the OECD 
Directorate for Education. He is currently responsible of two projects of the Centre 
for Educational Research and Innovation (CERI): Innovation Strategy for Education 
and Training and The Future of Higher Education.

The work examines the nature and level of education and skills that matter in 
innovation and knowledge societies; the dimensions of the innovation ecosystem in 
the education sector and the measurement of innovation in education. Mr. Lancrin 
continues to analyse recent developments in higher education, notably those 
related to internationalisation and trade, access, equity, quality, capacity 
development and the impact of ICT. He has published extensively as an author and 
co-author. He is the editor of many books, reports and articles.

Dr. Lancrin has worked at OECD for 11 years. Before joining the OECD, he has 
worked for 7 years as lecturer and researcher in economics at the University of 
Paris-Nanterre and the London School of Economics. He is a Marie Curie Fellow 
and a 2007 Fulbright New Century Scholar. He holds a PhD in economics, a 
business school diploma, and a Master’s in philosophy.

Stéphan Vincent-Lancrin
Senior Analyst & Project Leader
Director of Education
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD)
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Mr. Rajesh Jain founded Netcore Solutions Pvt. Ltd. in 1992 and serves as its 
Managing Director. He has co-founded Novatium, Seraja and Rajshri Media. He is 
the Founder and Chief Executive Officer of IndiaWorld which he launched in 1995. 
His work and investments are focused around thin clients and mobiles as 
"teleputers", service-based computing, multimedia/ broadband/ wireless world, 
two-way web, in emerging markets like India as first markets. He served at Nynex 
Science & Technology for two years. Mr. Jain is a Co-Founder and Director of 
Novatium Solutions Private Limited. He also serves as a Director of Greynium 
Information Technologies Pvt. Ltd. and Midas Communication Technologies Private 
Limited. He served as a Director of mChek India Payment Systems Pvt. Ltd. Mr. Jain 
obtained B. Tech. in Electrical Engineering from the Indian Institute of Technology, 
Bombay in 1988, and an M.S. in Electrical Engineering from Columbia University, 
New York in 1989.

Rajesh Jain
Founder, Managing Director
Netcore Technologies
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A former Permanent Representative  of India to the United Nations, Vienna and 
Governor for India of the International Atomic Energy Agency, Vienna and 
Ambassador to Austria and Slovenia (2000-2004), Mr. Sreenivasan has served in 
the Indian Foreign Service for 37 years. He rose to the highest level in the Indian 
Foreign Service in 2001 and retired in 2004.

Mr. Sreenivasan has nearly 20 years of experience in multilateral diplomacy and has 
represented India at a number of international conferences organized by the United 
Nations, the Commonwealth and the Nonaligned Movement.  He has chaired 
several UN Committees and Conferences.

Mr.Sreenivasan is presently a member of the National Security Advisory Board of 
the Government of India, the Director General, Kerala International Centre and an 
Adviser to ‘Asianet’ and produces a weekly TV programme on international issues 
entitled ‘Videsa Vicharam’. He also contributes articles regularly to the “Asia Wall 
Street Journal”, ‘The Times of India’, ‘The Tribune’ ‘Deccan Chronicle”, Asian Age 
and ‘Rediff.com’ He is also a visiting faculty in several universities and other 
academic institutions. He is also the Executive Director of ‘IAEA 2020’, a project 
launched by the Director General of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency, Vienna.

Mr. Sreenivasan was a Visiting Fellow on Foreign Policy at the Brookings Institution, 
Washington in 2009. He the author of three books: ‘Words, Words, 
Words—Adventures in Diplomacy’, ‘Encounters’ and ‘Mattering to India-the Shashi 
Tharoor Campaign.’

Mr. Sreenivasan has a creditable academic record, having stood first in the 
University of Kerala in B.A. (English) and M.A. (English). He has won several 
distinctions during his student days.  He speaks Japanese and Russian.

T P Sreenivasan
Vice Chairman, Kerala State Higher Education Council and
Former Ambassador of India to United Nations
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Prof. Dinesh Singh is the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Delhi since October 
2010. Prior to this he was the Director of the South Campus of University of Delhi. He 
has also been the Head of the Department of Mathematics of the University of Delhi. 

Apart from his present distinguished engagement, Prof. Singh is Adjunct Professor 
of Mathematics, University of Houston, USA since 1999 and is also the Director of 
Mathematical Sciences Foundation, Delhi. He serves as a member of several 
important committees of the Government of India such as the Scientific Advisory 
Committee to the Cabinet, the senate of the Academy of Scientific & Innovative 
Research, the Steering Committees on Science &Technology and Higher & 
Technical Education, Planning Commission, Government of India as well as a 
member of the Board of Governors of IIT Mumbai and Chairman, Executive 
Committee of National Science Centre, Delhi. 

He is President Elect (Mathematical Sciences) of the Indian Science Congress 
Association in its centenary year and is also a member of the Governing Council of 
All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi. He is on the Boards, Executive 
Councils and Committees of many universities, professional bodies and institutions 
such as the UGC, Indian Science Congress Association, Centre for Mathematical 
Modeling & Computer Simulation, Bangalore, Committee of Central Advisory Board 
of Education (CABE) on University Reforms, National Board of Higher Mathematics 
etc. He has served as the Chairman, Institute of Informatics & Communication from 
2003 – 2005.

He is a graduate from St. Stephen’s College, University of Delhi from where he also 
received his Masters and M. Phil degrees. He obtained his Ph.D. degree from the 
Imperial College of Science, Technology and Medicine, London. His area of 
specialization is Functional Analysis, Operator Theory, Harmonic Analysis on which 
he has published extensively in national and international journals of high repute 
and been awarded for his academic achievements. 

Dinesh Singh
Vice-Chancellor
Delhi University 
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Prof. Nikhil Sinha is the founding Vice-Chancellor of Shiv Nadar University, India, 
and a Senior Advisor to the Shiv Nadar Foundation and HCL Corporation.  He is a 
leading international expert on information and communication technology 
industries and has extensive experience as an academician, corporate executive 
and consultant.  In his academic career, Dr. Sinha has served as Associate Dean for 
Academic Affairs at the University of Texas from 2002 to 2005 and a faculty member 
at the University from 1991 to 1999. 

Outside the academy, Dr. Sinha’s professional career has spanned nearly 30 years 
during which he has held senior positions in several organizations. In the past he 
has been President & Co-CEO of Silverskills, a global provider of business process 
and technology outsourcing services, Executive Vice-President of eFunds 
Corporation, a leading payment management company and President & CEO of 
iDLX Technology Partners, an IT development company.  Most recently, he was a 
Venture Partner at Adams Capital Management, a venture capital firm focused on 
early stage investments in technology companies.  In 1994, along with his partner 
Dr. Richard Lariviere, Dr. Sinha launched one of the first consulting firms aimed at 
helping US technology companies make investments in India.  Dr. Sinha began his 
professional life in the Government of India’s Ministry of Information & Broadcasting 
in 1983.  

Dr. Sinha has an M.A. and Ph.D. from the Annenberg School of Communication at 
the University of Pennsylvania and a B.A. from St. Stephen's College, Delhi. He has 
published numerous articles and papers in scholarly journals and conferences and 
has been awarded a number of research, publishing and academic grants and 
awards.

Nikhil Sinha
Vice-Chancellor
Shiv Nadar University
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Dr. Meenakshi Gopinath is Principal, Lady Shri Ram College, rated among the best 
institutions of higher learning in India.  She has held this position since 1988 and has 
worked to mould it as a centre of excellence, which seeks to educate women to 
assume positions of leadership in society. The institution which today draws to its 
fold some of the best students and finest faculty strives to fashion best practices in 
democratic governance, the celebration of diversity, inclusivity and gender 
sensitivity. After graduating with Honours in Political Science from Lady Shri Ram 
College, New Delhi, she took her Master’s degree from the University of 
Massachusetts, USA and her doctorate from the University of Delhi. Her post 
doctoral work, as a Fulbright Scholar, was at Georgetown University, USA.

Dr. Gopinath has piloted and fostered confidence building measures through 
regular conflict transformation workshops and collaborative projects among 
intellectuals of the SAARC region and especially between Pakistani and Indian 
young influentials. An innovative program in Kashmir, which networks and trains 
women for dialogue and peace-building envisioned by her is today recognized as an 
innovative  model  for recovering women’s agency in areas of protracted conflict. 
She is a member of multi track peace initiatives such as the longest sustaining Track 
II Neemrana Initiative between India and Pakistan and the Pakistan India People’s 
Forum for Peace and Democracy. 

Dr. Gopinath was the first woman to serve on the National Security Advisory Board 
of India from 2004 to 2006 where she sought to mainstream gender and human 
security concerns. She serves on the governing boards of universities, research 
institutes, think tanks, NGOs and educational institutions. She served as Chair of 
the International Academic Council, University of Peace, Costa Rica and served as 
a member Governing Board of Coexistence International at Brandeis University, 
USA. She is currently member of the University Grants Commission (UGC).

Meenakshi Gopinath
Principal
Lady Shriram College for Women
Delhi University
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Dr. Dattahupta is the Vice-Chancellor of Visva-Bharati and Adjunct Professor of 
Indian Institute of Science Education & Research (IISER), Pune. He is also an 
Honorary Professor at Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research. 

Dr. Dattagupta has served as Convener of Membership Committee in Physics, 
Academy of Sciences for the Developing World (TWAS) and is the Chairman of 
National Committee of the Indian National Science Academy. He has also been a 
member of the Executive Council of the Bengal Engineering Sibpur University and 
the Board of Governors of Indian Institute of Science Education & Research, Pune. 
Currently Dr. Dattagupta serves as the member of Court, Central University of 
Manipur, Imphal and Member of Executive Council of the Central University of 
Arunachal Pradesh.

Dr. Dattagupta has been conferred with the C.V. Raman Birth Centenary Award at 
the 93rd Indian National Science Congress and the Indian National Science 
Academy (INSA) C V Raman Medal in 2010. He has earned the J. C. Bose 
Fellowship of the Department of Science & Technology, India for the year 2006-
2010.

He has a Ph.D. in Physics from the Brookhaven National Laboratory, St. John's 
University, New York. He has a number of publications to his credit and written a 
books published all over the world.

Sushanta Dattagupta
Vice-Chancellor
Visva Bharti
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Prof. Venkatraman has been teaching at Ambedkar University, Delhi, since 2010. 
From 1993 till 2010 she taught Mathematics at St. Stephen’s College, University of 
Delhi and was Associate Professor when she quit to join Ambedkar University. 

She took tutorial classes for students of BA (Honours) Mathematics at Queen’s 
College and Oriel College, University of Oxford between 1991 and 1993. Prof 
Venkataraman has taught courses at the undergraduate and postgraduate level 
covering areas like Group Theory, Linear Algebra, Analysis, Elementary Number 
Theory, Lattices and Boolean Algebra, Fields and Commutative Rings, Probability 
and Statistics.

Among the awards won by her are a two-year sponsorship by the Department of 
Science and Technology (DST), Government of India in 1997 for a research project 
housed at St. Stephen’s College. She was elected to the Burton Senior Scholarship 
at Oriel College, University of Oxford in 1991, to an open scholarship by the 
Governing Body of St. Edmund Hall, University of Oxford in 1989; was awarded an 
Inlaks Scholarship in 1988-1990 to study for a second BA (Hons) in Mathematics at 
St. Edmund Hall, University of Oxford. 

She is part of curriculum development/ review boards for University of Delhi, 
Ambedkar University, Delhi, Indira Gandhi National Open University and NCERT.  
She is Member of the Advisory Committee to Vigyan Prasar, an initiative of DST; 
Advisory Committee for Technology Vision 2035, Technology Information, 
Forecasting & Assessment Council (TIFAC, DST); Editorial Board of “Little 
Mathematical Treasures” published jointly by Ramanujan Mathematical Society and 
Universities Press.

She has co-authored a book Enumeration of Finite Groups, with Simon Blackburn 
and Peter M Neumann published by Cambridge University Press. 

Among her works in progress are A Bridge To Mathematics: specially for all those 
who were too scared of mathematics at school. The manuscript for this is under 
preparation. It is co-authored with Amber Habib and Shobha Bagai.

Geetha Venkataraman
Professor, School of Liberal Studies and
Dean, School of Undergraduate Studies
Ambedkar University, Delhi
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Prof. Shyam Menon was appoiinted Vice-Chancellor of Delhi’s Ambedkar University 
in 2008. He has been a Professor at the Central Institute of Education, University of 
Delhi since 1994. He had been Dean, Faculty of Education and the Proctor of the 
University of Delhi; Director, School of Education, Indira Gandhi National Open 
University and a Professor at the Central Institute of Educational Technology, 
NCERT. He had also taught at the M.S. University of Baroda for several years.

Prof. Menon studied at the University of Kerala, and the M.S. University of Baroda. 
He was later at the University of Wisconsin, Madison as a Fulbright Fellow. His 
doctoral work was in the area of Curriculum and Cognitive Psychology, and his post-
doctoral research was in Higher Education. Much of his work has been in Curriculum 
Studies, Higher Education and Teacher Education. He edited the journal 
Perspectives in Education for many years. He is at present on the international 
advisory board of Comparative Education, Teaching Education and Asia Pacific 
Journal of Education. He is also on the Task Force on Access to Higher Education 
constituted by the International Association of Universities.  

Shyam Menon
Vice Chancellor
Ambedkar University, Delhi
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Dr. Pratibha Jolly is the Principal of Miranda House, University College for Women, 
University of Delhi since April 2005. She is a Ph.D. in chemical physics from the 
University of Delhi. 

Dr. Jolly has worked as Principal of Acharya Narendra Dev College, University of 
Delhi, as Research Scientist in the Department of Physics, University of Delhi and 
as Lecturer at various colleges. 

Dr. Jolly was conferred with the Fulbright New Century Scholars award in 2009-
2010 for work on the theme “The University as Innovation Driver and Knowledge 
Center” and Dr. S. Radhakrishnan International Award for Excellence in Educational 
Leadership by All India Classic People Society at the 1st Youth World Parliament in 
2007.

She has served as the Chairperson, International Commission on Physics 
Education (ICPE), Vice President and Member of Executive Council, International 
Union of Pure and Applied Physics (IUPAP), National Point of Contact in Asian 
Physics Education Network (AsPEN) and American Physical Society Kilambi 
Ramavataram Fellowship. She is also a member of the American Association of 
Physics Teachers (AAPT) and the International Group for the Advancement of 
Physics Teaching: Groupe international de recherché sur l’enseignement de la 
physique (GIREP);

Her areas of specialization are Theoretical Chemical Physics, Physics Education 
Research, Computer-based Technologies in Education and Research and 
Innovation in Physics Education at the tertiary level, among others.

Pratibha Jolly
Principal
Miranda House
Delhi University
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Ms. Geetha Narayanan is the Founder-Director of the Srishti School of Art Design 
and Technology and its sister institution, the Mallya Aditi International School. She 
has dedicated her life to finding and establishing new models of educational 
institutions that are creative, synergistic and original in their approach to learning. An 
administrator, researcher, teacher and facilitator, she has pioneered many courses 
and projects that examine a wide variety of needs, social and educational. Ms 
Geetha is the author and principal investigator of Project Vision, an international 
research initiative that is looking at the development of appropriate instructional 
strategies and technology-related tools that foster creative cognitive architectures in 
young children from urban poor communities.

Geetha Narayanan
Founder-Director
Srishti School of Art Design and Technology
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Prof. Pankaj Jalote has recently joined as Director of the newly created Indraprastha 
Institute of Information Technology (IIIT) Delhi. Prior to this, he was the Microsoft 
Chair Professor at the Department of Computer Science and Engineering at IIT 
Delhi. Before this he was with the Department of Computer Science and 
Engineering at IIT Kanpur since 1989, where he was also the Head of the 
Department from 1998 to 2002. Earlier he was an Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Computer Science at the University of Maryland, where he also held 
joint appointment in the Institute of Advanced Computer Studies. From 1996 to 
1998, he was Vice President (Quality) at Infosys Technologies Ltd., a large 
Bangalore-based company providing software solutions worldwide, where he 
spearheaded Infosys's successful move to high maturity levels of the CMM. From 
2003 to 2004 he was a Visiting Researcher at Microsoft Corporation, Redmond, 
USA. 
   
He is the author of CMM in Practice, (Addison Wesley, 1999), a book that has been 
translated in Japanese, Chinese, and Korean; Software Project Management in 
Practice (Addison Wesley, Feb ruary 2002); the highly popular textbook An 
Integrated Approach to Software Engineering, (Springer 1991, 2nd Edition 1996, 
3rd Edition 2005), whose Indian edition was recognized as the best selling book in 
computer science by its local publisher; and the graduate-level book Fault Tolerance 
in Distributed Systems , (Prentice Hall, 1994).  He is on the Board of Advisors of 
many software companies in India and the USA, is a Technical Advisory Board 
member for Microsoft Research, India, has served on the Editorial Board of IEEE 
Transactions on Software Engineering, and International Journal of Empirical 
Software Engineering. 

His research interest is in software engineering (software quality, software process 
improvement, software architecture analysis), and fault tolerant systems and 
reliability. He is a Fellow of the IEEE. 

Pankaj Jalote
Director
Indraprastha Institute of Information Technology (IIIT), Delhi
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Mr. Rajpal is the Founder and CEO of iDiscoveri Education, an innovative education 
company focused on learning and leadership. An alumnus of XLRI and Harvard 
School of Education, Mr Rajpal quit a successful international corporate career to 
follow his passion in education. Apart from providing iDiscoveri business leadership, 
he creates and facilitates curriculum on teacher development, leadership, 
innovation, and organization transformation and has led the ideation and 
conceptualization of iDiscoveri’s flagship offering, XSEED, a complete practical 
school curriculum and teacher training program now being implemented by over 
700 schools across India and abroad. A former student of Howard Gardner, his 
areas of interest also include doing classrooms, differences in children, and non-
authoritarian leadership.

Ashish Rajpal
Founder and CEO
iDiscoveri Education
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Mr. Paranjoy Guha Thakurta is an independent journalist and an educator. His work 
experience, spanning nearly 35 years, cuts across different media: print, radio, 
television and documentary cinema. He is a writer, speaker, anchor, interviewer, 
teacher and commentator in three languages: English, Bengali and Hindi. His main 
areas of interest are the working of India’s political economy and the media, on 
which he has authored/co-authored books and directed/produced documentary 
films. He is a regular contributor to newspapers, magazines and websites and is 
featured on television channels and radio programmes as an anchor as well as an 
analyst and commentator. 

Born on October 5, 1955 and educated at St. Stephen’s College, University of Delhi 
(1972-75) and at the Delhi School of Economics (1975-77) in the same university 
from where he obtained his Master’s degree in economics, he started his career as a 
journalist in June 1977 and has been employed with various media organizations 
including companies bringing out publications such as Business India, 
Businessworld, The Telegraph, India Today and The Pioneer. He worked with 
Television Eighteen (now Network 18) for almost six years between 1995 and 2001 
when he anchored a daily discussion programme called “India Talks”. From March 
2007, he has been anchoring two one-hour-long weekly programmes for Lok Sabha 
Television.

He is (or has been) a visiting faculty member at over a dozen reputed educational 
institutions including the Indian Institutes of Management at Ahmedabad, Bangalore 
and Kolkata, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Jamia Millia Islamia (both in Delhi) the 
Asian College of Journalism, Chennai, the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur, 
the Film & Television Institute of India, Pune, the Lal Bahadur Shastri National 
Academy of Administration, Mussoorie and the Indian Institute of Foreign Trade, 
New Delhi. In September 2010, he became a visiting professor in the Department of 
Political Science, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Delhi, teaching M.Phil 
students. 

Paranjoy Guha Thakurta
Journalist and Educator
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Prof. Tharu taught psychology at IIT Kanpur from 1966 to 1973. He set up the 
Evaluation Centre at the English and Foreign Languages University, formerly known 
as the Central Institute of English and Foreign Languages and worked there from 
1973-2002. He is MA in Psychology and M.Ed from Harvard University.

His areas of specialization are educational measurement, language testing, 
syllabus development and in-service teacher support. Apart from regular teaching 
and research supervision, his duties involved extension work, consultancy to Union 
Public Service Commission, state boards, etc. for English test development and 
item writer training.

Post retirement, Prof. Tharu has been associated with achievement surveys of 
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT)-Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan (SSA) and Joint Review Missions of SSA as Government of India nominee. 
He is chair of Examination Reform Committee of Kerala State Higher Education 
Council, faculty at University Grants Commission orientation and refresher courses, 
course writer for open universities and resource person for education sector NGOs.

Jacob Tharu
Former Professor
Evaluation, English and Foreign Languages University 
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Mr. Sridhar Rajagopalan worked with Tata IBM for three years before he joined 
Eklavya Education Foundation. He was part of the team that was responsible in 
setting up Eklavya School and was instrumental in the conceptualization, 
implementation and running of the Eklavya Institute of Teacher Education. Currently 
he is spearheading the efforts at Educational Initiatives looking mainly at the test 
development process, teacher training and curriculum services.

Sridhar Rajagopalan
Managing Director
Educational Initiatives
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Mr. Sam Pitroda is an internationally respected development thinker, policy maker, 
telecom inventor and entrepreneur who has spent over four decades in Information 
and Communications Technology and related human and national developments 
initiatives.

Credited with having laid the foundation of India’s technology and 
telecommunications revolution in the 1980s, Mr. Pitroda has been a leading 
campaigner to help bridge the global digital divide.

During his tenure as Adviser to Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in the 1980s Mr. Pitroda 
headed six technology missions related to telecommunications, water, literacy, 
immunization, dairy and oil seeds. He was also the founder and first chairman of 
India´s Telecom Commission. In these roles, he helped revolutionise India´s 
development policies and philosophies with a focus on access to technology as the 
key to social change.

Mr. Pitroda was Chairman of India´s National Knowledge Commission (2005-2009), 
an advisory body to the Prime Minister of India, set up to provide a blueprint for 
reform of the knowledge related institutions and infrastructure in the country. The 
Commission has offered a series of recommendations on various aspects of the 
knowledge paradigm to help India meet the challenges of the 21st century. 

He is currently Adviser to the Prime Minister of India on Public Information 
Infrastructure and Innovations and has undertaken the ambitious task of providing a 
plan for creating digital infrastructure in the country for enhancing governance and 
improving delivery of public services. He is also the Chairman of the National 
Innovation Council (NInC) which is working on several initiatives to boost innovation 
performance in the country. Mr. Pitroda also chaired the Expert Group for 
Modernisation of Indian Railways constituted by the Ministry of Railways which 
submitted its report on 23rd February 2012. 

Sam Pitroda
Advisor to the Prime Minister of India on
Public Information Infrastructure & Innovations
Government of India
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Prof. Seyed E. Hasnain did his PhD from Jawaharlal Nehru University. After his 
return to India in 1987 he joined the National Institute of Immunology. In 1999 he was 
invited as the first Director of Centre for DNA Fingerprinting and Diagnostics 
(CDFD), an institute set up by the Department of Biotechnology and within a short 
period of seven years CDFD became a gold standard for Forensic and Crime 
Investigations in the country and all high profile and political cases were referred to 
CDFD by the High Courts and Supreme Court of India. 

In 2005 he became the Vice Chancellor of the University of Hyderabad. Hasnain is a 
recipient of many prestigious awards such as G.D. Birla Award, Shanti Swarup 
Bhatnagar Prize, J.C. Bose National Fellow Award, Ranbaxy Research Award and 
Goyal Award, Bhasin Award etc. 

International recognitions include the rare Humboldt Research Prize (Alexander-
von-Humboldt Foundation, Germany); the very exclusive Robert Koch Fellowship, 
of the Robert Koch Institute, Berlin etc. He is also a recipient of Padma Shri award. 

Prof. Hasnain is the 3rd Indian (Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, 2009, Dr Amartya Sen, 2010) 
to receive an Honorary Doctorate from the Queen’s University, UK (member of the 
prestigious Russell Group of Universities which include Oxford, Cambridge, 
Imperial College etc).

Seyed E Hasnain
Professor, Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi and
Member, University Grants Commission
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Prof. Furqan Qamar was the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Rajasthan at 
Jaipur before assuming charge as the first Vice-Chancellor of the Central University 
of Himachal Pradesh on in January 2010. Dr. Qamar has also served as Adviser 
(Education) in Planning Commission, Government of India. 

Dr Qamar did his Ph.D (1989) from the University of Lucknow on "Financial 
Management in Universities in India" and completed his Master’s (1981) from the 
Canning College of the University of Lucknow. He obtained his Bachelor’s degree 
(1979) from the Lucknow Christian Degree College. Born in 1960 in village 
Bahariabad of district Ghazipur in Uttar Pradesh, he had his early education in the 
village primary school and the rest of his schooling in government aided schools. 

Beginning his career as a Teaching Assistant in the Lucknow Christian Degree 
College (1981-1982) and later as Junior/Research Fellow (1982-84) at the 
University of Lucknow, Dr. Qamar was appointed as Lecturer in Commerce in the 
Department of Economics of Jamia Millia Islamia in 1984, where he rose to the 
position of Professor & founder Director of the Centre for Management Studies. 
Professor Qamar did the Advanced Management Programme (2005) at the Clare 
College, Cambridge. 

With keen research interest in public policy in higher education, Prof. Qamar has 
been actively engaged in research and has published in journals of repute on such 
themes as educational planning and administration, financing of education, cost 
savings and resource use efficiency in education and quality and excellence in 
higher education. Prof. Qamar has chaired and has been members of a large 
number of committees constituted by the Ministry of Human Resource 
Development, University Grants Commission and Government of Delhi etc. 

Furqan Qamar
Vice-Chancellor
Central University of Himachal Pradesh
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As Head of Azim Premji Institute for Assessment and Accreditation, Mr Batra’s 
responsibilities include developing and implementing a multi-year strategy for in 
assessment-based improvement in the education system. His areas of attention 
include: quality of schools and teacher education institutes, teacher excellence and 
comprehensive learner assessments. An entrepreneur and a senior organization 
and social change catalyst – Mr Batra has over 23 years of work experience in 
countries like USA, China, Singapore, Malaysia, Russia, UK, Slovenia and Sweden. 
He has a Master’s degree in Computer Science from Stevens Institute of 
technology, USA and a B.E. in Computer Engineering from University of Delhi. He is 
also a certified trainer/assessor from Carnegie Mellon University, USA. 

The Azim Premji Institute for Assessment and Accreditation (IAA) is a critical 
component of Azim Premji Foundation’s mission to have deep, at-scale and 
institutionalized impact on the quality of education in India. IAA achieves this by 
spreading awareness of, and creating demand for, assessment / accreditation-
driven quality improvements in the system. 

Azim Premji Foundation is a not-for-profit organization with an overarching goal to 
create and sustain a just, equitable, humane and sustainable society. The 
Foundation was instituted in 2001 to make a significant and long-term contribution to 
national development through education. For over a decade now, the Foundation 
has been active in supporting the education sector; it has been working on various 
aspects of systemic reforms to enhance the quality of elementary education within 
government-run school systems. The Foundation’s programmes have reached out 
to over 25,000 schools in 13 Indian states.

Ajay Batra
Head, Azim Premji Institute for Assessment & Accreditation &
Senior Leader
Azim Premji Foundation
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Prof. Parvin Sinclair has recently taken over as Director of the National Council of 
Educational Research and Training (NCERT). She is a professor of Mathematics at 
Indira Gandhi National Open University (Ignou), and has also served the University 
as its Pro-Vice-Chancellor for more than four years, and as Director, School of 
Sciences and of School of Computer and Information Sciences. An alumnus of Tata 
Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR) Mumbai, IIT Delhi, and University of 
Delhi, she has been closely associated with the field of education, especially 
mathematics education and distance learning. She has also been associated with 
NCERT in different roles such as Chairperson of the Syllabus Revision Committee 
(from Class I to XII), Chief Advisor of the Textbook Development Committee 
(Secondary Stage), and Member of the Departmental Advisory Board for Education 
in Science and Mathematics. At Ignou, Prof Sinclair also developed and ran, with the 
help of certain NGOs and individuals working in the field, a certificate course in 
teaching primary school mathematics, a first of its kind in the world. 

Apart from being a mathematician and educationist, Prof. Sinclair also chairs the 
Aruna Sinclair Foundation, which sponsors vocational training of mentally 
challenged female adults. This much-more-than-a-mathematician professor is also 
an avid buff of theatre, Indian classical dance, cinema and literature.

Parvin Sinclair 
Director
National Council of Educational Research and Training
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Dr. Kavita Sharma is a Ph.D. in English Literature from the University of Delhi and is 
the author of a book Byron’s Plays: A Reassessment. She did her Masters in English 
from Delhi University and LLM from University of British Columbia, Vancouver, 
Canada. She has also done LLB from Delhi University.

She is at present the Director of India International Centre at Max Muller Marg, New 
Delhi.

Dr, Sharma has been the Principal of Hindu College, University of Delhi. She was 
Honorary Visiting Lecturer at Tokyo Women’s Christian College between 1974-75 
and Honorary Visiting Lecturer at University of Indonesia between 1977-78.

Her published works include Internationalization of Higher Education: An Aspect of 
India’s Foreign Relations from Gyan Publishing House; Birds, Beasts, Men and 
Nature, Trans Edit Communications; The Windmills of the Mind; The Queens of 
Mahabharata; Critiquing Nationalism, Transnationalism and Indian Diaspora; 50 
Years of University Grants Commmission; Introduction to The Dicing and The 
Sequel of Dicing and The Ongoing Journey: Indian Migration to Canada.

Kavita Sharma
Director
India International Centre
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Mr Gopal started his career with the Union Bank of India as a Probationary Officer in 
1977. He joined the Indian Administrative Service in September 1983 and was 
posted as the Sub-Collector and Sub-Divisional Magistrate in Asifabad. Since then 
he has held various positions in the government like Joint Secretary, Project 
Management Unit; Finance and Planning Department, Government of Andhra 
Pradesh; Director of Tourism and Managing Director, Andhra Pradesh Travel and 
Tourism Development Corporation; Commissioner, Environment Protection 
Training & Research Institute, Hyderabad; Managing Director, Hyderabad 
Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board to name a few.

At present Mr Gopal is Principal Secretary to Government of Andhra Pradesh 
looking after Higher and Technical Education.

As guest faculty, Mr Gopal has given presentations and lectures on Change 
Management and World Bank Procurement Procedures in Administrative Staff 
College of India. He also finalized the City Development Strategy for Hyderabad 
Metropolitan Area for the Watsan sector and was an active Member of the Changed 
Management Forum, constituted by Ministry of Urban Development and Poverty 
Alleviation, GOI and ASCI.

Mr Gopal is a Post Graduate in Commerce. He has a PG Diploma in Public 
Enterprises Management and a Diploma in Equipment Procurement Management 
from ILO, Italy.

M G Gopal
Principal Secretary, Higher and Technical Education
Government of Andhra Pradesh
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Dr. Madhav Chavan is one of the founders and CEO of Pratham. He holds a Masters 
degree in Inorganic Chemistry from Mumbai University and a Ph.D. degree in 
Chemistry from the Ohio State University (1983). He returned to India and was 
appointed Reader in Physical Chemistry at the University Department of Chemical 
Technology, University of Mumbai (1987).

Dr Chavan has been a creative contributor in the field of adult literacy, elementary 
education, sanitation, and the development sector in general. He served in the 
Prime Minister’s National Advisory Council in 2004-08 and is also a member of the 
Governing Council of a new initiative to rate educational institutions created by the 
Indian rating agency CRISIL. 

Dr Chavan was invited to be a Senior Ashoka Fellow and was recently given the 
Skoll Social Entrepreneurship Award. He has also penned many songs on women’s 
and human rights issues, in the seventies.

Madhav Chavan
Founder & CEO
Pratham
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Prof. Gautam Rajkhowa is Senior Lecturer, Business Policy and Programme Lead 
for Full time MBA programmes at the University of Chester, United Kingdom.

His research is focused on issues related to internationalisation of higher education; 
in particular, the strategic issues in the competitive world of higher education. As 
Programme Director of the Full time MBA programme at the University of Chester, 
he works closely with students from across the world and with diverse education and 
cultural backgrounds. He also works closely with mature students from across the 
world on Distance Learning Programmes which use both paper-based as well as 
technology mediated platforms. 

Prof. Rajkhowa has presented his work at several international conferences 
including the World Universities Forum at Davos (2007, 2010) Mumbai (2009) and 
Rhodes (2011).  Prior to moving to academia in 1994, Prof Rajkhowa spent over 12 
years in executive education, product management and market development in the 
information technology solutions space. 

Gautam Rajkhowa
Senior Lecturer
Business Policy and Programme Lead
University of Chester
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Prof. Mukhopadhyay is the Director of Educational Technology and Management 
Academy, New Delhi. He was Joint Director, and Director (i/c) of National Institute of 
Educational Planning and Administration (NIEPA), Chairman of National Open 
School; Vice President of International Council of Distance Education (ICDE, Oslo); 
Member of the Steering Committee of International Multi-channel Action Group on 
Education (Washington DC). 

A topper of Calcutta (M.Sc.) and Rabindra Bharati Universities (Tagore Literature), 
Professor Mukhopadhyay did his post doctoral study at University of Illinois 
(Urbana-Champaign) and London University with a UNDP Fellowship. Professor 
Mukhopadhyay specializes in (educational) management, educational and training 
technology, and open and distance education. A reputed scholar and prolific author, 
Professor Mukhopadhyay has contributed in 22 well-researched books, mostly on 
educational technology and management and written more than 250 book chapters. 
His book, Total Quality Management in Education was on the Google’s bestseller list 
for several months; the book has also been translated into several Indian 
languages.

Marmar Mukhopadhyay
Director
Education Technology and Management Academy
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Prof. Indira Parikh is the Founder President of Foundation for Liberal and 
Management Education, Pune. Earlier she was Dean of Indian Institute of 
Management, Ahmedabad from 2002 to 2005 and Professor in the Organizational 
Behaviour Area at the Institute. She has held the positions of the Chairperson of 
Organizational Behaviour Area, Fellow Programme in Management (FPM), 
Postgraduate Diploma in Management Program (PGP), Placement Committee and 
Alumni Relations and Activity Committee. She is the Founder Member of 
Sumedhas: The Academy for Human Context.  She is on the Board of Indian Oil 
Corporation Limited and several other organizational and academic boards. 

The current focus of her work is on transformation of organizations and corporate 
boards. She has designed management development programmes in institution 
building, leadership effectiveness, issues of role and identity, and organizational 
renewal.  She has conducted programmes in various countries in Africa, South East 
Asia, South Asia and in Dubai, Netherlands and the USA.  She has conducted 
programmes on issues related to women, primarily managerial and leadership 
roles, in various countries across the globe

She is involved in Organization Design and Development studies as well as 
assessment of individuals and organizations. Prof. Parikh has taught at INSEAD, 
Fontainbleau, France and Texas A & M University, USA.  She has done consulting at 
national and international settings with many donor agencies.  Published books on 
Profiles in Identity (Co-author), Indian Women - An Inner Dialogue, Young Managers 
at Cross -Roads (Co-author), Corporate Culture in India (Co-author), Cross Roads 
of Culture (Co-author) and numerous papers in national and international journals. 

Indira J Parikh
Founder President
Foundation for Liberal and Management Education (FLAME)
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Prof. Jain received his education as Bachelor of Engineering (Civil) from University 
of Roorkee in 1979, the Master of Science from California Institute of Technology 
(Caltech), Pasadena, USA in 1980, and the Doctor of Philosophy, also from Caltech, 
in 1983. He joined Civil Engineering faculty at IIT Kanpur in 1984 and in June 2009 
moved over to IIT Gandhinagar as its Director.

Prof Jain is an active researcher in earthquake engineering and has published more 
than 150 research papers. He has carried out important studies after all the major 
earthquakes in India since 1988. He has been instrumental in improving state-of-
the-practice in the construction industry in India, through development of Indian 
seismic codes and commentaries, and extremely popular continuing education 
courses for professional engineers. 

Dr. Jain has offered his expertise as consultant to several major bridge projects in 
high seismic regions of India, two concrete gravity dams in Sikkim, a base-isolated 
hospital in Simla, and a major crude oil pipeline. He has consulted for the World 
Bank on seismic safety issues in Srinagar, Kashmir and in Istanbul, Turkey. 

To meet the information needs of professionals and the public, he set up the National 
Information Center of Earthquake Engineering (NICEE) at IIT Kanpur. He is the key 
person behind the development of the National Program on Earthquake 
Engineering Education in India to build capacity in earthquake engineering in 
numerous civil engineering and architecture colleges across India. More than 1,300 
faculty members from across India were trained in earthquake engineering under 
this programme.

Dr. Jain serves on the Board of Directors of the International Association for 
Earthquake Engineering and is currently its Executive Vice President since 2008. 
He is on the Board of Directors of the World Seismic Safety Initiative. He is also the 
Executive Board Member of the Asia-Pacific Association for Public Safety Science 
and Technology.

Sudhir K Jain
Director
IIT Gandhinagar
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Mr. Pawan Agarwal is currently Adviser, Higher Education, in the Planning 
Commission where he is steering the formulation of the country’s Twelfth Plan for 
higher education. He has earlier worked as Director in the Ministry of HRD and 
Financial Advisor, University Grants Commission. 

He has been Fulbright New Century Scholar at Harvard University / Emory 
University, visiting scholar and fellow at ICRIER, New Delhi and the Centre for the 
Study of Higher Education in University of Melbourne. He is the recipient of the 
Emerging Leaders Fellowship of the Australia India Institute for the year 2011-12 
and Bloomberg-UTV Policymaker of the year, 2012.

He has conducted studies for the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank, the 
Association of Commonwealth Universities, the Inter-American Development Bank, 
the South Asia Network of Economic Research Institutions, the Observatory for the 
Borderless Education, and the Indian Council for International Economic Research. 
He has published on a range of higher education issues in India and comparative 
perspective in the South Asian context. His book ‘Indian Higher Education: 
Envisioning the Future’ published by Sage in 2009 is well-regarded both in India and 
abroad. 

Pawan Agarwal
Advisor (Higher Education)
Planning Commission
Government of India
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Mr. Narayanan has over 15 years experience in consulting and industry, with 
primary focus on Education & Retail Services in consumer markets and 
Infrastructure sectors, spanning various products and services – across business 
strategy, process and performance improvement, and organization and change 
management, systems and IT strategy.

He is closely associated with CII and other forums representing Education and 
Retail sectors.

Mr. Ramaswamy has assisted large a UK University in conceptualizing, planning 
and building their Education testing services in India. He has also assisted Ministry 
of Human Resource and Development in developing feasibility report for setting up 
Indian Institute of Information Technology across the country. 

He has led an engagement with a large Indian Infrastructure and Telecom major in 
diversifying in Higher Education – moving from trust-led entity to a for-profit entity 
structure and business model and assisted a large Education conglomerate in 
Bangalore to explore growth options along K-12 segment using a unique franchise 
mode and helped in professionalizing their operations. 

Mr. Ramaswamy has led multiple teams over 3 years in an end-to-end assistance 
for India’s premier timeshare ware holiday company, which is a part of a large Indian 
corporate, in its business expansion and transformation program – which includes 
ERP & CRM implementations. 

Narayan Ramaswamy
Executive Director, Business Advisory Services
KPMG Advisory Services Private Limited, India
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Ms Hasan is a social scientist working on a freelance basis in Delhi.  She is currently 
supporting the Planning Commission's efforts to understand issues surrounding the 
adoption of academic credit systems in Indian universities. She has trained in the 
Sociology of Development, Demography, and Community Psychology at Delhi 
University, the University of Maryland at College Park and at the Johns Hopkins' 
School of Public Health. This broad training with deep roots in India and abroad has 
given her an awareness of the strengths and weaknesses of Indian education 
systems.  It has also given her an abiding interest in supporting reforms.

Gayatri Misra Hasan
Social Scientist
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Dr Francesco Avvisati joined the OECD in 2010 to work on analysis, research and 
coordination of the Innovation Strategy for Education and Training project, after 
completing a PhD at the Paris School of Economics. His doctoral research centred 
on the benefits of parental involvement programmes for school achievement and 
behaviour of middle school students.

Prior to joining the OECD, Dr Avvisati worked as a researcher and lecturer at the 
Paris School of Economics, at the French Ministry of Labour, and has been a 
member of the “Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab - Europe”. Dr Avvisati holds a 
PhD in Economics from the Paris School of Economics, a Bachelor in Economics 
from the Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna (Pisa, Italy), and is an alumnus of the Ecole 
Normale Supérieure in Paris.

Francesco Avvisati
Rapporteurs
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD)
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Apeejay Stya University
India’s first Liberal Art and Meta University focused on Research and Technology

[Recognised under Section 2(f) of UGC]

As part of its continuing efforts to deliver high quality education with a difference to 
the aspiring students, the Apeejay Education Society under the aegis of the Apeejay 
Stya Education Foundation (the sponsoring body) started the Apeejay Stya 
University (ASU) India’s first Liberal Arts based Meta University 
http://university.apeejay.edu in Haryana established [under Act No. 10 of the 
Haryana Private Universities (Amendment) Act 2010]

The vision is to provide a supportive and nurturing environment that produces young 
renaissance men and women who would be the leaders of today and tomorrow. The 
Apeejay Stya University is founded on four main pillars: To take potential minds and 
propel them towards greatness; to explore and expand the human knowledge base; 
to deepen the understanding of the human condition, fostering universal values 
while being rooted in the Indian experience; and to do public good, and benefit 
society and the country as a whole. 

The universities objective is to provide the students not only ‘education for living and 
livelihood’, but also ‘education for life’ by focusing on the inculcation of human and 
moral values through the curriculum. Its achievement is in empowering learners and 
providing them world-class education coupled with a fundamental foundation in 
leadership and professional skill to face the new liberalized global economy.

It encompasses the three interdisciplinary pillars, technology, research and liberal 
arts, which allows scholars to truly explore their potential in the manner they wish. 
The University strongly believe how valuable a liberal arts education truly is. It helps 
the students with the ability to read, write and use logic and this is what, at its very 
core, a liberal arts education is all about. Thinking critically and synthesizing 
arguments to solve problems ought to be an essential part of the curriculum. 
Blending together the dual identities of a technology and research based university 
with a liberal arts institution is the unique nature of Apeejay Stya University. 

The University offers a wide range of innovative graduate, postgraduate and 
doctoral programmes across a plethora of disciplines that are based on the best 
education practices of some of the leading universities of the world. These are 
greatly facilitated by the strong industry-academia linkages, already established by 
the existing Apeejay institutions of higher learning in all disciplines being offered by 
the University.
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Repro India Ltd

Repro has three plants in India and has done more than 300 million books last year 
which have been supplied to India , UK , Europe, USA , Singapore and 22 countries 
in Africa. We are delighted to have as our customers the Pearson, Penguin, 
Macmillan, Mcgraw Hill, Oxford , Cambridge world wide and many more.

Focus on education: Repro has undergone a metamorphosis to become an 
integrated content creation, aggregation & dissemination solutions organization 
operating in the global education space. Repro offers a complete package of 
integrated solutions for the education publishing clients that include all processes 
required to place content in the end user’s hands in the form of books – both in the 
physical & digital forms. The value added service offerings to the global clients 
include Content, Creative, Designing, Digital Printing (Print on Demand), 
Typesetting, Illustration, Pagination & Fulfillment Services. We are also now helping 
publishers to convert their titles into eBooks and ePubs and offering them a total 
solution package for their entry into the E-world/Digital World.

 
Conversion of books into digital medium and E-books : We enable publishers to 
convert their titles into e books and ePubs for their entry into E-world/ Digital world.  
We manage  source content in any format and transform it through any medium – 
from eReaders and smart phones, to tablets, PCs, Web and print. We enable 
organization revenue streams in a rapidly evolving digital and mobile-centric 
marketplace.

With our robust content development and production capabilities, technology 
innovations and a proven offshore platform, we have helped leading corporations 
and publishers achieve highly efficient, low-cost digital content production for multi-
channel publishing of books, journals, and educational and corporate content. And 
as technologies morph and change, we will continue to find solutions for our 
customers.

Authorized on the panel of United Nations and World Bank: Repro has been 
approved and it is on the authorized panel for supply of books to United Nations, 
World Bank, UNESCO, UNICEF & International Labor Organization. 

Awarded as Largest Exporter of Education Books: The Government of India has 
appreciated our efforts and we have been awarded and recognized as the largest 
exporter of Education Books in India . We have been given an award for the 4th year 
consecutively.
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Confederation of Indian Industry
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The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) works to create and sustain an 
environment conducive to the growth of industry in India, partnering industry and 
government alike through advisory and consultative processes.

CII is a non-government, not-for-profit, industry led and industry managed 
organisation, playing a proactive role in India's development process. Founded over 
117 years ago, it is India's premier business association, with a direct membership of 
over 7000 organisations from the private as well as public sectors, including SMEs 
and MNCs, and an indirect membership of over 90,000 companies from around 400 
national and regional sectoral associations.

CII catalyses change by working closely with government on policy issues, 
enhancing efficiency, competitiveness and expanding business opportunities for 
industry through a range of specialised services and global linkages. It also provides 
a platform for sectoral consensus building and networking. Major emphasis is laid 
on projecting a positive image of business, assisting industry to identify and execute 
corporate citizenship programmes. Partnerships with over 120 NGOs across the 
country carry forward our initiatives in integrated and inclusive development, which 
include health, education, livelihood, diversity management, skill development and 
water, to name a few.

The CII Theme for 2012-13, ‘Reviving Economic Growth: Reforms and 
Governance,’ accords top priority to restoring the growth trajectory of the nation, 
while building Global Competitiveness, Inclusivity and Sustainability. Towards this, 
CII advocacy will focus on structural reforms, both at the Centre and in the States, 
and effective governance, while taking efforts and initiatives in Affirmative Action, 
Skill Development, and International Engagement to the next level.  

With 63 offices including 10 Centres of Excellence in India, and 7 overseas offices in 
Australia, China, France, Singapore, South Africa, UK, and USA, as well as 
institutional partnerships with 223 counterpart organisations in 90 countries, CII 
serves as a reference point for Indian industry and the international business 
community.

Confederation of Indian Industry
The Mantosh Sondhi Centre

23, Institutional Area, Lodi Road, New Delhi – 110 003 (India)
T: 91 11 24629994-7 • F: 91 11 24626149

E: info@cii.in • W: www.cii.in
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Planning Commission
Government of India
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The Planning Commission was set up by the Government of India in pursuance to 
the declared objective of rapid planned development of the country. The 
Commission has the responsibility of making assessment of resources and 
formulating plans for their effective and balanced utilisation across various sectors 
on the basis of national priorities. The Commission is chaired by the Prime Minister 
with the Deputy Chairman in the rank of Cabinet Minister responsible for it on full-
time basis. There are eight sectoral divisions headed by Members in the rank and 
status of a Minister of State.  

The Human Resource Division (HRD), of which higher education wing is a part, is 
responsible for developing medium and long-term plans for the higher education 
sector keeping in mind the priorities and the needs of the sector. The division 
conducts appraisal of various programmes and schemes formulated by the 
Department of Higher Education under the Ministry of HRD. The Division 
coordinates across sectors, ministries and state governments to facilitate 
engagement and dialogue between various stakeholders including international 
agencies.  It monitors the flow of funds, their utilisation through evaluation surveys 
and promotes educational research, studies and events. In all, HRD Division is a 
national-level policy think-tank and has an important strategic role in the education 
sector in the country.
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OECD & its Directorate for Education

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) provides a 
setting where governments compare policy experience, seek answers to common 
problems, identify good practices and co-ordinate domestic and international 
policies. It brings together countries committed to democracy and the market 
economy from around the world to: 

• Support sustainable economic growth. 
• Boost employment. 
• Raise living standards. 
• Maintain financial stability. 
• Assist member and non-member countries’ economic development. 
• Contribute to growth in world trade. 

In today’s globalised economy, education is a major driving force for growth and 
development. The OECD Directorate for Education focuses on current key 
challenges facing education systems, including how to improve the quality of 
teachers, teaching, and learning in order to provide the knowledge and skills needed 
in the 21st century.

While having a particular concern with emerging trends and issues, the OECD 
Centre for Educational Research and Innovation (CERI) reflects on the futures of 
schools and universities. It has opened up new fields for exploration and combining 
rigorous analysis with conceptual innovation.
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