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Background 

NERO Network consists of empirically oriented 
Research Institutes  

Our task is to pick up research questions, which 
are of significant political relevance; and to 
support decisions in economic policy 

Therefore, our research has to reflect current 
political issues and debates 
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Background 

 The most significant problems in our societies are 
not only of purely economic character (e.g. 
economic growth), but also concern social and/or 
environmental matters (i.e. inequality, climate 
change) – „Triangle of Problems“ 

 Social problems are often both the cause and the 
consequence of economic problems (e.g. 
unemployment, inequality, migration, etc.) 

 Trade-Offs and possible synergies between social, 
economic and environmental aspects of problems 
have increasing importance 

 So far, this „triangle“ is not sufficiently object of 
research 
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The Role of the „Triangle“ in 

Public Policy and Research  

 In principle, the need to integrate the three poles 
of the triangle is formulated in various contexts, for 
example: 

 EU 2020 –Targets explicitly define goals for all 

dimensions of the triangle 

 The debate on „Beyond GDP“ – Measures (e.g. 

OECD Better Life Index) includes all three dimensions 

 OECD´s „New Approaches to Economic Challenges“ 

(NAEC) – Initiative reflects the issue from a 

methodological view 
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Impact on Research Agenda of 

NERO - members 

 It is easier to talk about the need of an analysis of 
trade-offs and synergies between the poles of the 
triangle than to actually engage in empirical 
research  

 For many questions of political relevance 
quantitative data are missing; research may be 
seen as too „vague“ and too ideological – at least 
compared with traditional econometric work 

 Also WIFO´s „WWWforEurope“ project came to the 
conclusion, that future research should go beyond 
an analysis within „seperated pillars“ 
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Questions 

 Do you agree that integrating the three pillars is a 
challenge for your own work? 

 Do you have practical experience with research 
concentrating on trade-offs and/or synergies 
between economic, social and ecological 
dimensions of a problem? 

 Do you experience interest of politicians in 
integrating research of this kind? 

 Do you face troubles financing projects of this 
kind? 
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THANK YOU! 


