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Housing shortages are growing in Auckland
Population-to-dwelling ratio

The jobless poverty rate is high
Percentage of individuals in households with disposable  

incomes below half the median

Income inequality is above average
Gini coefficient, total population

Main findings

•	 Housing and infrastructure shortages in Auckland could limit 
the economic expansion.

•	 Poverty rates have increased and are particularly high for 
jobless households.

•	 Housing costs are high for low-income households.

•	 Children from disadvantaged backgrounds have conside-

rably worse education outcomes than others.

Key recommendations for reducing poverty

•	 Improve the recent welfare reform by following up people 
going off benefit.

•	 Increase welfare benefits, and step-up job-search and activa-
tion investments.

•	 Strengthen incentives for those on low incomes to work more 
than 20 hours per week.

•	 Raise the supply of social housing and Accommodation 

Supplement.

Key recommendations to reduce bottlenecks in 

Auckland

•	 Lessen the economic costs of environmental and planning 
regulations.

•	 Reduce the scope for vested interests to limit development 
that would be in the wider public interest.

•	 Implement infrastructure demand management strategies to 
reduce urban road congestion.

•	 Diversify revenue sources available to local governments to 

fund infrastructure provision.

Key recommendations for more equitable education

•	 Meet the 98% participation target for early childhood educa-
tion (ECE) 

•	 Ensure that ECE is high quality and more focused on impro-
ving outcomes for disadvantaged children.

•	 Provide more financial support to attract effective teachers to 
schools with achievement challenges.

•	 Strengthen measures to help school boards and staff use data 
to improve outcomes.

Sustainable and inclusive growth
The New Zealand economy has performed well in recent years, and well-being is high. However, bottle-

necks in housing and urban infrastructure, inequalities in living standards, and rising environmental pres-

sures are all challenges to achieving sustainable and inclusive growth.

Equity in education outcomes is weak 
Variation in student PISA mathematics scores explained by 

socio-economic background (%) 
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