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Social cohesion in a new global economic context

The economic developments of the last two decades characterized by a major 
realignment of the global economy towards emerging and developing countries – a 
phenomenon called “Shifting wealth” - offer new wealth and opportunities to improve 
not only economic but also social and political outcomes. Recent events such as the 
Arab spring revolutions, labour disputes in China, trade unionists’ street protests in 
India highlight people’s aspirations to go beyond economic performance and to grasp 
these new opportunities to create the conditions for more inclusive growth and cohesive 
societies.  

Rapid growth in Asia has lifted millions of people out of poverty, but is also associated 
with persisting vul-nerability and high inequalities putting social cohesion under threat 
and risking undermining long-term development prospects. This situation calls for an 
examination of development paradigms and the policy options for more equally shared 
progress. New policy solutions are needed to promote and foster social cohesion in a 
changing Asia. The economic developments of the last two decades characterized by 
a major realignment of the global economy towards emerging and developing countries 
offer new wealth and opportunities to improve not only economic but also social and 
political outcomes. 

The Perspectives on Global Development 2011 

The OECD Development Centre has undertaken to produce a major contribution to 
the international dia-logue on progress by examining the role of social cohesion in 
development. Social cohesion will be the topic of the next edition of the Perspectives 
on Global Development annual report produced by the OECD Development Centre. 
Every year, the report identifies analyses and provides workable policy solutions for 
a pressing global development challenge. Having focused on major macroeconomic 
changes occurring in the world economy – the “Shifting Wealth” - in 2010, the PGD 
report now turns to the challenge of how we can build more cohesive societies in the 
new global context.

As part of this initiative, the OECD Development Centre organises a series of policy 
dialogue activities at the regional level to examine the range of existing policies and 
foster the exchange of national experiences. 

Experts’ meeting on social cohesion in Southeast Asia

In this respect, the OECD Development Centre organises, in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand, King Prajadhipok’s Institute, and Office of the 
National Economic and Social Development Board of Thailand, a one-day regional 
experts’ meeting with the purpose of identifying key policy questions on social cohesion 
in Southeast Asia. This seminar will be an opportunity to assess how different societies 
deal with the social consequences of the unevenly-distributed benefits of economic 



growth, and the types of policies that have been put in place to help attain an inclusive 
growth and strengthen the level of cohesiveness in the society. Participants will be able 
to review specific experiences from the countries in the re-gion and from Thailand in 
particular. 

In 2012, building on the PGD report and its related regional initiatives, the OECD 
Development Centre will continue to work on social cohesion and analyse issues 
related to human capital development and social challenges in Southeast Asia in its 
2012 Southeast Asian Economic Outlook whose main theme will be “narrowing the 
development gaps in Southeast Asia”. 

Expected audience

The seminar will gather about 50 people mostly from the region: civil servants, policy 
makers, representa-tives of the administration and of international organisations, 
academia, and civil society representatives.



Agenda

Thursday 21 July 2011 

9:00 – 9:30 Registration and coffee

9:30 – 10:00 Opening remarks

Pornprapai GANJANARINTR, Deputy-Director General, Department of 
International Economic Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand

Johannes JÜTTING, Head of Unit, Poverty Reduction and Social 
Development, OECD Development Centre

10:00 – 12:00 Session 1 – Social cohesion and development

Why does social cohesion matter? 

How to define and measure social cohesion?

How to articulate social cohesion and development?

This first session will set the stage conceptually, and highlight the main 
findings from major recent work on social cohesion in the region and 
beyond. It will be notably the occasion to present the preliminary results 
of the Perspectives on Global Development 2011 report.

The session will highlight the link between development and social 
cohesion within the Southeast Asian context. Indeed, if Southeast Asia 
has recorded high levels of growth in the past decades which significantly 
contributed to reducing poverty, inequality has been generally on the 
rise within the region as well as within countries. Increasing inequalities 
combined with a persisting vulnerability of large shares of the population 
are putting social cohesion under pressure. Recent events in the Arab 
world and beyond suggest that the development trajectory of countries 
with sustained growth, sizeable reduction of poverty and an overall 
improvement in standard of living does not automatically translate into 
subjective well-being and that other considerations need to be taken into 
account.

Chair: Suwanee KHAMMAN, Deputy Secretary-General, National 
Economic and Social Development Board, Thailand 

Presentation of the Perspectives on Global Development 2011 report 
“New opportunities for social cohesion”:

Johannes JÜTTING, Head of Unit, Poverty Reduction and Social 
Development, OECD Development Centre

Discussants

Prof. Surichai WANKAEO, Director of the Center for Peace and Conflict 
Studies, Chu-lalongkorn University

Gyorgy SZIRACZKI, Senior Economist and Chief of the Economic and 
Social Analysis Unit, Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, International 
Labour Organisation



12:00 – 13:15 Lunch 

13:15 – 15:15 Session 2 - Public policies through the lens of social cohesion in 
Southeast Asia 

Inclusive growth for a more equitable distribution of wealth and thus 
social cohesion?

Social cohesion:  the impact on coherence and effectiveness of inclusive 
growth policy?

Which reforms for enhanced social cohesion?

The Rise of Asia has arrived at a time when most Southeast Asian countries 
pay increasing attention to quality, inclusive growth. The first afternoon 
session will examine the social co-hesion dimensions of inclusive growth 
policies in today’s Southeast Asia.  Particular attention is on to the ways 
and the extent to which policy makers integrate social cohesion elements 
into their growth strategy, and the impact of such integration on policy 
coherence and policy effectiveness. The selected topics may include 
local development, decentralization, women’s empowerment, education, 
formal employment, social protection, etc.

Chair: Juan DE LAIGLESIA, Economist, Poverty Reduction and Social 
Development, OECD Development Centre

Speakers:

Armin BAUER, Senior Economist, Poverty Unit, Asian Development Bank

Paiboon WATTANASIRITHAM, former Deputy Prime Minister and former 
Minister of Social Development and Human Security of Thailand

Prof. Madya Dr. Mohamed FADZIL CHE DIN, Director, Institut Sosial 
Malaysia

15:15 – 15:45 Coffee break

15:45 -17:45 Session 3 – Experiences and good practices in public policy making 
towards improving social cohesion : A Case of Thailand 

The last session will be dedicated to a discussion on policy experiences 
and the way forward for Thailand in fostering social cohesion through a 
bottom-up empowerment approach. The civil society in Thailand is likely 
to be the most powerful force that would either threaten or promote social 
and economic development in the near future. Which way the balance 
tips would depend crucially on the degree of social cohesion the society 
could foster. How can policy makers engage the civil society from a local 
level to create a socially cohesive society?

Chair: Chantana Banpasirichote WUNGAEO, Head of the Department 
of Government, Faculty of Political Science, Chulalongkorn university



Speakers

Dr. Thawilwadee BUREEKUL, Director of Research and Development 
Office, King Prajadhipok’s Institute

Dr. Laddawan TANTIVITAYAPITAK, Vice-Chairman of Political 
Development Council, Thailand

Prof. Suthipun JITPIMOLMARD, Vice President for Research and 
Technology Transfer Affairs, Khon Kaen University

Somchai YENSABAI, Programme Specialist, Governance Unit, UNDP 
Thailand

17:45 – 18:30 Closing session

Prof. Tanchai WOOTHISARN, Deputy Secretary-General, King 
Prajadhipok’s Institute

Johannes JÜTTING , Head of Unit, Poverty Reduction and Social 
Development, OECD Devel-opment Centre
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Laure Brillaud (OECD Development Centre)
Phone: + 33 1 45.24.82.42
Email: laure.brillaud@oecd.org

Piang-or Wacharaprapapong (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand)
Phone: +66 2 643 5000 Ext. 14144 
Email: piangorw@mfa.go.th




