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Governance of Migration

• Are there too many policies?

• Are there too many actors involved?

• National Council on Migration

• Necessity to articulate an integral 
migratory policy.

• Importance of data, accurate statistics for 
the decision making-process.



• Regional Conference of Migration (RCM): 
framework for dialogue and projects.

• RCM does contribute for initiatives, mainly 
political

– Composed by the Ministries of Foreign 
Affairs, Ministries of Interior and Directions of 
Migration



International Cooperation

• Is the governance of South-South 

migration easier than the governance of 

South-North migration?  For South-South 

migration: importance of international 

cooperation and bilateral and 

multilateral agreements



The Costa Rican Consensus

Seeks to reorient or reformulate the existing 

schemes that regulate official assistance for 

development [OAD].

Seeks to create incentives for developing 

countries that invest ethically but still have 

unfinished work and face challenges that  –in 

democracy and with democracy– cannot be 

overcome by the countries themselves.



Costa Rican Consensus: 

Migration

Seeks the support of developed countries to 

strengthen the public services (mainly 

health and education) of developing 

countries which, in turn, receive migrants 

and refugees and are respectful of Human 

Rights and international standards for the 

protection of human dignity.



How does trade impact 
migration?

• Should countries have migration in mind when they 
negotiate trade agreements?

• Current Costa Rican experience:

– AACUE

– China

– Singapour

Processes leaded by the Ministry of Commerce

Consideration to special migratory categories and Non-residents



South-North migration 
debates

• Brain drain

• Local labour substitution

• Not only in South-North migration, but 
also in South-South migration



Formulation of migratory 
policies

• Integration of civil society

• Human Rights elements

– Permanent Forum for the Migrant and Refugee 
Population.  FLACSO CR integrates the Permanent 
Forum

• Campaigns against xenophobia and 
discrimination

• Highlight the contribution of migrants in 
receiving countries



Migration and Labour 
Markets

• Important input for migration policy: 

technical studies of the Ministry of Labour

• Promote the investment of remittances for 

the development of communities where 

Costa Ricans have emigrated.



• Transformation of the migration management

model:

establishing a migratory system that will enable

the legal integration of migrants through their

contribution to the sustainability of public

services and through their participation in social

work at community level.

To be considered...



Costa Rica seeks:

Costa Rica seeks and bets on the 

integration of migrants.

Legalization is parallel to the contribution to 

the sustainability of the public services.

Migration seen as a phenomenon, not as a  

problem.



Thank you!

¡Muchas gracias!


