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ABOUT THE INITIATIVE 

The OECD Initiative on Global Value Chains (GVCs), Production Transformation and Development 

is a platform for policy dialogue and knowledge sharing between OECD and non-OECD countries. It 

aims at improving evidence and identifying policy guidelines to promote development by fostering 

participation and upgrading in Global Value Chains. This initiative is part of the implementation of the 

OECD Strategy on Development, adopted by the OECD Council at Ministerial level in May 2012.  

The Initiative is led by the OECD Development Centre and it counts with the support of other OECD 

Directorates, including Statistics (STD), Trade and Agriculture (TAD), Science, Technology and 

Industry (STI) and Development Cooperation (DCD). 

The Initiative counts with a network of 18 participating countries (as of May 2014) and with one 

Advisory Board of 7 Experts from International Organisations (ILO, UN-ECA, UN-ECLAC, 

UNCTAD, UNIDO, World Bank and WTO). The Initiative meets two times per year in Plenary 

meetings to discuss the implementation of the Programme of Work and promote knowledge sharing 

and peer learning on development strategies and GVCs and production transformation. 

For more information visit the website:  http://www.oecd.org/dev/global-value-chains.htm 

 

 

http://www.oecd.org/dev/global-value-chains.htm
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DAY 1: THURSDAY 5 JUNE 2014 
 

Chair: Umut Gür, Head of Industry Department, Ministry of Development, Turkey 

 

9:00-9:30 OPENING SESSION 

 Mario Pezzini, Director, OECD Development Centre 

Dionisio Pérez-Jacome Friscione, Ambassador, Permanent Representation of Mexico to 

the OECD 

 

9:30-11:00 Session 1: Scenario setting and looking forward: scouting new issues of relevance for 

GVCs, production transformation and development policies 
 

WHAT ARE THE POLICY IMPLICATIONS OF THE GROWING RELEVANCE 

OF GVCs FOR DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES? 
 

The delocalisation of production and services across different, sometimes distant, 

geographical areas is not new a phenomenon. However, the variety of involved locations 

and actors, the diversity of business functions and activities which are being off-shored and 

back-shored, the speed at which changes are taking place, and the growing visibility of 

social and economic impacts of these trends on development outcomes are turning GVCs 

and the interconnectedness of our economies a feature of increasing relevance for 

development strategies today. There is a growing consensus on the fact that governments 

can and need to intervene to promote production development and better integration into 

world market economy to contribute to achieve more sustainable, inclusive and job-rich 

growth. However, far less consensus exists on “what to do” and “how to do it”. This session 

focuses on discussing the policy implications of GVCs for development addressing, among 

others, the following questions: 
 

 To what extent policy challenges and implications differ for different types of 

countries?  

 Which are the institutional capabilities required to tackle the challenges and 

opportunities of GVCs and translate them into actionable policy recommendations? 

 Are there some useful lessons from history that can help in defining effective 

production transformation policies in the current global economic setting?  
 

Chair: Mario Pezzini, Director, OECD Development Centre 

 

Richard Kozul-Wright, Director, Division on Globalization and Development 

Strategies, UNCTAD 

Stephen Karingi, Director, Regional Integration and Trade Division, UN-ECA 

Mario Cimoli, Director, Division of Production, Productivity and Management, UN-

ECLAC 

 

11:00-11:30 Coffee Break 

 
 

11:30-13:00 Session 2: Country strategies for production transformation and participation in GVCs  
 

URUGUAY’S BET ON PRODUCTION TRANSFORMATION: WHAT ARE THE 

OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES OF GVCs FOR THE COUNTRY’S 

DEVELOPMENT? 
 

For Uruguay as a small economy, with 3.3 million inhabitants and a size of about half the 
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size of Finland, integration into world trade is of key importance. This session focuses on 

the Uruguay’s production development strategy with the aim to identify major 

opportunities, challenges and policy implications based on peer-review discussion.  

 What is Uruguay doing the exploit potential opportunities and to tackle challenges 

of participating in GVCs? On which institutional capabilities does the country 

count to design and implement the strategy? 

 What are the economic implications of the current regime of Special Economic 

Zones? Has it been conducive to effective development of domestic industrial 

capabilities? 

 Could regional productive integration provide a good opportunity for Uruguay to 

strengthen its industrial and entrepreneurial base? If yes, in which sectors? And 

under which conditions?  
 

Chair: Carl Dahlman, Head of  Thematic Division, OECD Development Centre 

 
 

Macarena  González, Economist, Ministry of Industry, Energy  and Mining, 

Uruguay  

Ximena Usher, Head of Evaluation and Monitoring, National Research and 

Innovation Agency, Uruguay 
 

Timo Seppälä, Research Associate, Research Institute of the Finnish Economy 

(ETLA), Finland 

Jason Teo, Deputy Director, Foreign Economic Policy Division, Ministry of Trade 

and Industry, Singapore  
 

13:00-14:15 Lunch Break 

 

14:15-15:45 Session 3: Sectoral trends, dynamics and policies – Production sector perspective 
 

AUTOMOTIVES: AN EVOLVING INDUSTRY 
 

The automotive industry has a high impact on growth and development. It is intensive in 

capital equipment, jobs and innovations and it is undergoing deep transformations. This 

session focuses on identifying the major trends, the envisaged future scenarios and the 

evolving opportunities and challenges for leaders and new comers in the industry. 

 What are the main drivers of change and competitiveness in the automotive 

industry today? 

 How is the value chain of the automotive industry changing and what are the 

implications for different types of countries?  

 What are the main challenges and opportunities for lead firms? 

 What are the main characteristics of successful world-class providers? 

 What is the role of intermediary institutions (business associations, chamber of 

commerce) in promoting the competitiveness of the automotive industry?  

 

Chair: Michele Clara, Chief, Research and Policy Advice Unit, UNIDO 

 

Jaana Remes, Partner, McKinsey Global Institute, McKinsey & Company 

Thomaz Zanotto, Director of International Relations and External Trade, São Paolo 

State Federation of Industries (FIESP), Brazil   

Pawel Widel, Director for Governmental Relations, General Motors, Poland  

 

15:45-16:00 Coffee Break 
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16:00-17:30 Session 4: Sectoral trends, dynamics and policies – Government policies 
 

AUTOMOTIVES: GOVERNMENT POLICIES TO PROMOTE DOMESTIC 

INDUSTRY 
 

The changing industrial context and the new technological paradigms are, on the one hand, 

increasing competition and on the other hand opening up new opportunities for emerging 

and developing economies willing to participate in the automotive value chain. This session 

focuses on discussing new government programs targeted to promote the development of 

the automotive industry in different countries. Participants will engage in a peer discussion 

on: 
 

 What are the main drivers of success and the major challenges in the 

implementation of automotive-targeted government programs? 

 How to mobilise the necessary bundle of investments in complementary areas (such 

as skills, infrastructure, finance, etc.)? 

 How can public-private partnership contribute to the effectiveness of these 

programs? 

 What can we learn from past successful experiences? And from past failed 

attempts? 

Chair: Dirk Pilat, Deputy Director, Directorate for Science, Technology and Industry, 

OECD 
 

Mohamad Madani Sahari, Chief Executive Officer, Malaysia Automotive Institute, 

Ministry of International Trade and Industry, Malaysia 

Verónica Orendain, Director for Heavy Industry and High Technology, Ministry of  

Economy, Mexico 

Mohamed Chafiki, Director for Studies and Financial Planning, Ministry of Economy 

and Finance, Morocco   

Umut Gür, Head of Industry Department, Ministry of Development, Turkey 
 

18:00 Cocktail  

 

 

DAY 2:  FRIDAY 6 JUNE 2014 

 
Chair: Macarena  González, Economist, Ministry of Industry, Energy  and Mining, Uruguay 

 

09:30-11:00 Session 5: Drivers and policy mix for participation and upgrading in GVCs 
 

PROMOTING THE INTERNATIONALISATION OF THE DOMESTIC 

PRODUCTION SECTOR   
 

The internationalisation of domestic companies has become a key policy objective in most 

industrial development strategies in OECD and non-OECD economies. This session 

focuses on the micro-determinants of internationalisation and the potential role of public 

policies in promoting integration into GVCs. 

 What are the key elements of the policy mix to promote the internationalisation of 

domestic companies? Which types of incentives are put in place (access to credit, 

information provision, and technical assistance, among others)? How are these 

incentives designed and managed? How can the implementation and effectiveness 

of these programs be monitored? Are there sectoral targets and targeted programs 

for SMEs and for MNCs? 



 6 

 The growing importance of the promotion of the internationalisation of firms has 

been linked with an increase in the relevance of economic diplomacy functions in 

foreign policy. What is countries’ experience in this respect? Have countries 

recently introduced modifications in this area and what has been their impact? 

 What are the economic and institutional implications of promoting the 

internationalisation of the existing industrial base versus supporting the 

internationalisation of newly generated firms? How are countries/institutions 

addressing this issue? 

 

Chair: Trudy Witbreuk, Head of Development Division, Trade and Agriculture 

Directorate, OECD 

 

Viviana Araneda Urbina, Head OECD Department, DIRECON, International 

Economic Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Chile 

Sunghoon Chung, Researcher, Division of Development Research, Korea 

Development Institute, Korea  

Getahun Tafesse, Human Development Officer, Promotion of Basic Service 

Secretariat, World Bank Ethiopia Country Office 

 

11:00-11:30 Coffee Break 
 

11:30-13:00 Special Session on trade policies and GVCs: Reporting from on-going work of the 

OECD Trade Committee and debate on policy challenges 

 

This Special Session will be devoted to report on on-going empirical and policy research 

work led by the OECD Directorate for Trade and Agriculture in the framework of the 

OECD Trade Committee. In particular the discussion will include a reporting about the 

ongoing work on Africa, Middle East and Asia’s trade dynamics and implications for trade 

policies. In addition, the session will provide the possibility to share the outcomes and next 

steps of the OECD Ministerial Meeting, with a special focus on G20 and Global Value 

Chains. The session will also provide the opportunity to debate on trade policy implications 

of GVCs and development.  

 

Chair: Federico Bonaglia, Acting Deputy Director, OECD Development Centre  

 

Przemyslaw Kowalski, Senior Trade Policy Analyst, Trade and Agriculture 

Directorate, OECD 

Daria Taglioni, Senior Economist, World Bank 

Keith Nurse, Executive Director, UWI Consulting & WTO Chair, University of the 

West Indies, Barbados 

 

13:00-14:15  Lunch Break 
  

14:15-15:45 Session 6: Measurement, statistics and methodologies for evidence-based policy making 
 

INCREASING COUNTRY COVERAGE OF THE TiVA DATABASE : A 

ROADMAP 
 

This session will discuss measurement issues and new data and methodologies to improve 

our capacity to understand and provide the evidence for policies on the organisation of 

production at the global level and the dynamics of GVCs. In particular the session will 

present and discuss the OECD/WTO Trade in Value Added database (TiVA). TiVA 

currently provides information for 57 economies disaggregated into 18 sectors, with plans 
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for an extension to 60 countries and 34 sectors towards the end of this year, and continued 

country expansion thereafter, as resources and available national data allow.  
 

The session will focus on the main statistical requirements of official data needed, and 

present a roadmap, for countries to be included in the database.  The session will also 

discuss extensions to the TiVA database intended to deepen our understanding of GVCs, in 

particular the role of foreign investment and the implications for employment and skills. 

Participants are invited to comment on the draft roadmap for being included in the TiVA 

database and to provide an initial assessment on the availability of the necessary statistics in 

their country. 
 

Chair: José Carlos Femat, Minister-Counsellor for Economic Affairs, Permanent 

Representation to the OECD, Mexico 

  

Nadim Ahmad, Head, Division of Trade and Competitiveness Statistics, OECD 

Renato Baumann, Director for Studies, Economic Relations and International 

Politics,  Institute of Applied Economic Research (IPEA), Brazil 

Ikuo Kuroiwa, Researcher, Institute of Developing Economies, Japan External Trade 

Organization (IDE-JETRO), Japan 

 

15:45-16:00 Coffee Break 

 

16:00-16:30 KEY NOTE MINISTERIAL ADDRESS 

 

Magali Silva Velarde-Alvarez, Minister of Foreign Trade and Tourism, Peru 

  

16:30-17:30 GOING FORWARD and CONCLUSIONS 
 

Chairs:  

Mario Pezzini, Director, OECD Development Centre 

Umut Gür, Head of Industry Department, Ministry of Development, Turkey 

Macarena  González, Economist, Ministry of Industry, Energy  and Mining, Uruguay 

 

Roundtable discussion: conclusions, updates and news from participants, next steps. 

 

 


