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Background 
 
Southeast Asia, one of the most dynamic regions in the world, has emerged strongly from the 
2009 economic crisis and maintained relatively high rates of growth amid increased global 
uncertainty. Challenges remain, however. What are the current macroeconomic trends and risks 
the region is facing? More significantly over the medium term, how can countries best meet the 
important challenge of steering their economies towards a more “balanced, inclusive and 
sustainable” growth path? What are the critical issues and how is the region dealing with them? 
Finally, this seminar will address specific issues of “green growth” in the long run.  
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Draft Agenda 

 
29 November, 2011 

 
9h30 - 10h00: Press Interview (by invitation only) 
 
10h00 - 10h30: Opening Remarks 
   Agus Martowardojo, Minister of Finance, Republic of Indonesia 
   Rintaro Tamaki, Deputy Secretary-General, OECD 
   S. Pushpanathan, Deputy Secretary-General, ASEAN Secretariat (TBD) 
 
(10h30 - 10h45: Coffee break)  
 
10h45 - 12h15:  Session 1:  Economic Outlook and Policy Challenges in Southeast Asia 
   (in conjunction with the launch of the Southeast Asian Economic Outlook 2011) 
 
Chair: Mulia P. Nasution, Special Adviser, Ministry of Finance 
 

• Recent data show some macroeconomic risks for the region. Managing capital inflows remains 
important in some countries, while increasing global uncertainty will be a major downside risk in 
the region. Potential re-adjustments of both monetary and fiscal policies, therefore, need to be 
assessed against these scenarios: How are the economies dealing with them?  
 

• Reacting to short-term challenges has to be balanced with necessary attention to medium-term 
fiscal and external balances in order to ensure sustainable growth. Five-year development plans in 
the region have emphasised distinct challenges facing each country which include human capital 
development, infrastructure, governance, SME development and labour market. While pursuing 
different objectives, all governments are facing budgetary constraints in realising their own 
development goals. What are the relevant factors to be considered in these circumstances? 
 

• In the long term, a critical element of sustainable growth is the development of “green economy” 
or the development strategy to make growth greener in the long run. Among the OECD member 
countries, Korea has been a pioneer on this front. What does such new paradigm mean for 
Southeast Asia and how is it assessed? What measures need to be taken to achieve “green growth” 
in the region?  

 
Keynote speech: “Southeast Asian Economic Outlook 2011” 
    Mario Pezzini, Director, Development Centre, OECD 

Discussants: Yoichi Nemoto, Counsellor, ASEAN+3 Macroeconomic Research Office 
   Aladdin D. Rillio, Director and Chief Economist ASEAN Integration 
   Monitoring Office, ASEAN Secretariat 
 
Open discussion  

 
(12h30 - 14h00:  Lunch) 
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12h30 – 12h50:  Luncheon speech by Rintaro Tamaki, Deputy Secretary-General, OECD,  
   on current OECD and Asian economic situations 
 
14h00 - 15h15:  Session 2:  The Challenges of Indonesian Economy 
 

Chair:  Rony Soerakoesoemah, Head, IAI & NDG Division, ASEAN Economic Community 
Department, ASEAN Secretariat 

 
As stated in Indonesia’s medium-term plan for the 2010-2014 period and the master plan, the ultimate goal 
of the country’s development policy is “towards the realization of an Indonesia that is prosperous, 
democratic and just”. To this effect, Indonesia has given high priority to several policy objectives, 
including (a) strengthening infrastructure development; (b) enhancing the quality of human resources 
through better education; and (c) creating effective mechanism to increase employment.  
This session will discuss key challenges facing the Indonesian economy amid increased global uncertainty. 

Keynote speech: “The Challenges of Indonesian Economy”  
   Bambang PS Brodjonegoro, Head of Fiscal Policy Office, Ministry of  
   Finance, Republic of Indonesia 
 
Discussants:  Kensuke Tanaka and Gabor Fulop, Asia Desk, Development Centre, OECD  

(based on Structural Policy Country Note on Indonesia in SAEO 2011) 
Edimon Ginting, Senior Economist, Indonesia Resident Mission, Asian Development Bank 

 
Open discussion 

 
(15h15- 15h30: Coffee break)  
 
15h30 – 16h15:  Session 3:  The Way Forward - Narrowing the Development Gap 
   (Special Theme of SAEO 2012) 
 

Chair: Mario Pezzini, Director, Development Centre, OECD 
 
In 2001 the ASEAN Foreign Ministers adopted the Hanoi Declaration on Narrowing the Development Gap 
(NDG) for regional cooperation through which the more developed ASEAN members would help those 
member countries that most need it. The Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAI) Work Plans accomplished 
implementation of a number of activities focused on assisting the newer Member States in regional 
integration and community building. The 13th ASEAN Summit in 2007 agreed that narrowing the 
development gap remains an important task. In operational terms, IAI efforts shall assist the CLMV 
countries (Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Viet Nam) to meet ASEAN-wide targets and commitments 
towards realizing the ASEAN Community in 2015. 
 
ASEAN recognises that despite its economic achievements, socio-economic disparities still exist. Much 
work has to be done to uplift the quality of life of the socially vulnerable groups in the region. Both the 
ASEAN Secretariat and the OECD Development Centre will start a collaborative work on this issue in 
2012. 
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Keynote speech:  “ASEAN’s Initiatives on Narrowing the Development Gap”  
    Rony Soerakoesoemah, Head, IAI & NDG Division, ASEAN Economic 

Community Department, ASEAN Secretariat  
 
Discussant:  - Sjamsu Rahardja, World Bank, Jakarta office 

- (TBD) 
 

Open discussion 

 
16h15 - 16h30:  Final remarks 

Charmeida Tjokrosuwarno, Advisor, Ministry of Finance 
Kiichiro Fukasaku, Head of Regional Desks, Development Centre, OECD 
Aladdin D. Rillio, Director and Chief Economist ASEAN Integration Monitoring Office, 
ASEAN Secretariat 

 
16h30 - 18h30:  Cocktail hosted by the OECD Development Centre 


