
OECD Development Centre 

Fifth High-level Meeting of the Governing Board 

Policy Statement on Universal Social Protection 

On the occasion of our Fifth High-Level Meeting on 21 May 2019, we, the Members of the OECD 

Development Centre:  

1. Acknowledged that widespread informality, insufficient levels of redistribution by the state and 

persisting gender gaps, especially regarding paid work and unpaid care work, often driven by 

gender discriminatory social institutions, are amongst the structural problems that limit equal 

access to opportunities and well-being in countries across all levels of development; 

2. Reaffirmed the importance of investing in comprehensive social protection systems to address 

those problems, advance inclusive growth and promote sustainable development for all. 

Universal social protection plays a crucial role in reducing poverty and inequalities and 

promoting prosperity and human development. It can facilitate investment in human capital and 

boost resilience to shocks, thereby positively affecting productivity and employability;  

3. Recalled the global commitment inscribed in the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) to work towards implementing fiscally sustainable and nationally appropriate 

social protection systems and measures for all, including floors, by 2030; 

4. Recognised the still-limited coverage in many countries and the specific challenges developing 

countries face with financing and extending social protection systems, especially when 

informality is pervasive;  

5. Acknowledged that social protection systems need to increasingly take into account the impact 

that new technologies and forms of production have on the future of work, with self-employment 

or non-standard forms of employment associated, for example, to the rise of digital labour 

platforms, to prevent gaps in coverage; 

6. Recalled the importance of  international co-operation – in its different forms and modalities –

for social protection, both as a source of financing and knowledge; 

7. Stressed the need for developing countries to devise appropriate strategies for economic 

transformation and job creation and for the effective mobilisation of domestic resources, which 

take into account the evolution of external financing and the implications of changes in its 

composition. 

8. In this context, taking into account the Call to Action of the Global Partnership for Universal 

Social Protection (USP2030) to “Achieve Universal Social Protection by 2030”, we agreed on 

the importance of further advancing the following actions:  

I. Strengthen national social policies and specifically social protection systems in national 

development policy and international co-operation;  

II. Encourage a sustained commitment by national governments to invest in the extension of 

social protection by supporting a stronger investment case for social protection; 

III. Develop comprehensive social protection systems, for instance through an appropriate mix 

of non-contributory tax-financed programmes, employee/employer contributory 

arrangements and subsidised contributory schemes for low-income households; 
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IV. Take into account the specific needs of countries with a large informal economy and 

consider supporting appropriate modalities to expand coverage in a way that recognises the 

diversity of informal economy workers and provides them with fair, efficient and 

sustainable solutions, while promoting a gradual formalisation of employment over the 

longer run; 

V. Promote a contribution by employers to the financing of social protection for their workers; 

VI. Promote social protection systems, including social assistance, social insurance and labour 

market programmes, deliver fair and equal outcomes at all stages of the lifecycle for all 

men and women, including vulnerable groups such as persons with disabilities, children 

and older persons;  

VII. Promote the sustainability and equity of social protection financing by identifying and 

quantifying sustainable sources of fiscal space such as tax, official development assistance, 

expenditure reallocation, debt management, by tackling illicit financial flows, and by 

promoting progressive tax policies and incentivising social security contributions;   

VIII. Promote the strengthening of the overall governance of social protection systems by clearly 

delineating responsibility for social protection policymaking, ensuring coherence amongst 

social assistance programmes, and promoting stronger links between social assistance and 

social insurance arrangements, and with other social services, while fostering greater co-

ordination between central and sub-national levels of government. 

 


