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 OECD DEVELOPMENT CENTRE GOVERNING BOARD 
4TH HIGH-LEVEL MEETING (HLM) 

CONCEPT NOTE AND DRAFT ANNOTATED AGENDA 

Context 

1.  At the 2016 High-level meeting (HLM), held back to back with the OECD Ministerial Council 
Meeting (MCM), Ministers called on the Centre to pursue new initiatives, including a Policy Dialogue on 
Migration and Development, an Initiative with Africa in support of the African Union’s Agenda 2063, and 
a further uptake of the its Multi-Dimensional Country Reviews as an innovative analytic tool for 
implementing the Sustainable Development Goals (see Communiqué). 

2.  Building on these results and the Development Centre's pursuance to implement the important 
actions that were called for by Ministers and high-level representatives, its Members agreed to hold in 
2017 the 4th High-level meeting of the Development Centre Governing Board. Subsequent to the 
consultation process that took place with Governing Board Members it was agreed that the HLM would 
take place on 3 October, within a 3rd cluster of Development Centre meetings from 2 to 6 October as 
follows:  

2 October 1st Dialogue on Migration and development as 
mandated at the 2016 HLM 

3 October 4th High Level Meeting (HLM) of the Development 
Centre Governing Board  

3 October (end of day) 5th Angus Maddison Lecture: the rise and future of 
progressive redistribution by Professor Peter H. Lindert, 
Distinguished Professor of Economics, University of 
California, Davis 

4 October 17th International Economic Forum on Africa: 
Entrepreneurship and Africa’s Industrialisation 

5 October Emerging Markets Network (EMnet): The future  
of Africa: Industrialisation, Technology and 
Entrepreneurship 

6 October Global Private Philanthropy for Development – Experts 
meeting of the Network on Foundations (NetFWD);  

5&6 October (p.m. and a.m.) 2018 edition of the Africa Economic Outlook (AEO): 
Experts Meeting 

Why it matters 

3.  The calendar: Holding the HLM in October 2017 is timely. It will allow the time to prepare for 
Ministers an appealing and focused agenda structured around three main topics: development in transition; 
migration and development; and gender (SIGI), which were the preferences indicated by Governing Board 
Members. The choice of date is also to take advantage of the presence in Paris of the Ministers of Finance 
of the Zone Franc, which will convene its annual meeting on 5 October. 

4.  The HLM of the DEV Governing Board, with its broad membership of countries at different levels 
of development, provides a perfect setting for promoting a development debate in a week of consecutive 
high-level meetings of the Development Centre. In particular, the participation of ministers and high-level 
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development practitioners at the HLM will benefit the Africa Forum and vice-versa. That also applies to all 
events scheduled during that week. 

5.  The HLM of the DEV Governing Board will be an opportunity to discuss and possibly endorse 
important results from the Centre’s PWB 2015-16 and PWB 2017-2018 deliverables. It will provide further 
impetus to the implementation of activities agreed upon at the HLM in 2016 and will be a timely 
opportunity to raise the visibility of the Centre's work and receive the guidance and support of ministers on 
key DEV deliverables and tools. 

HLM Draft Agenda 

6.   The 2017 DEV High-level Meeting will take place on 3 October for a full day.  A high-level lunch 
of the HLM will feature a keynote address of a Head of State or Government [tbc]. Following the format of 
previous editions, two countries, one OECD and one non-OECD Member will co-chair the HLM. The 
Chair of the Governing Board will open and close the HLM. The preliminary structure would include an 
opening, three content sessions, and a concluding session on the endorsement of the proposed strategic 
orientations for the Development Centre and next steps. Details on the specific areas proposed in the 
content sessions and issues for discussion will be object of concept notes (forthcoming). Each session 
could see two brief, designated introductory interventions to open the debate.  

7.   The designated Co-Chairs (tbc) will manage alternately the content sessions of the HLM. Each 
session will be opened by a lead speaker from a DEV Member country who will introduce the main issues 
for discussion. This intervention will be followed by a discussant and then the Chairs will open the floor 
for comments from participants. The lead speakers and discussants for each session will be chosen in 
consultation with countries and with consideration for the level/rank of the speaker and the pertinence of a 
country’s experience on the topic. 

Themes 

8.  As a result of the Governing Board consultation process that took place during the first semester 
2017, Members agreed on the following three building blocks to shape the HLM Agenda: 

a) Development in Transition – following last year’s HLM and at the request of several members, 
the Centre has engaged in discussions on “Development in Transition”, focussing on the 
challenges faced by countries moving across income levels, including access to financing. These 
challenges shed light on the needs of countries as they transition, on how to overcome the 
middle-income trap to grow and confront underlying vulnerabilities, and on how to carve out a 
role for sound policies and an expanded toolbox of both financial and non-financial tools to help 
countries as they transition, including  South-South and triangular co-operation. 

b) Migration and Development – the 2016 HLM called for a Development Centre’s Policy 
Dialogue on Migration and Development. The first Dialogue, to be held on 2 October, will be the 
opportunity to discuss the work of the Centre on Migration and Development, and share policy 
experiences in enhancing the contribution of migration to the development of both countries of 
origin and destination. The need for a coherent policy framework will be specifically discussed 
through a focus on the outcomes and future work of DEV in the framework of the Global 
Knowledge Partnership on Migration and Development (KNOMAD) and the associated 
dashboard of indicators for measuring policy and institutional coherence for migration and 
development. 

c) DEV’s contribution to SDGs – the Centre’s work on gender equality and the role of the Social 
Institutions and Gender Index (SIGI) as a tool for monitoring progress with gender-related SDGs 
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(notably SDG5); additional elements could include the contributions of the MDCRs to the SDGs 
(update from the 2016 HLM discussion). 

9.  Moreover, at its 19 June meeting, the Governing Board Members agreed to consider as part of the 
outcomes of the HLM a Draft Statement on Natural Resource Based Development. This Statement would 
build on the results and tools that have been developed by the Centre's Policy Dialogue on Natural 
Resource Based Development and the outcomes of the ongoing G7 CONNEX Negotiation Support Forum 
(NSF). 

HLM Documentation and main output  

- Issues Papers have been prepared by the Development Centre to support the content sessions. 
These short documents (2 pages maximum) aim to introduce the topics, summarise the latest 
analysis, and identify the key issues and questions for discussion by participants. 

- Background documentation: the Secretariat will also provide to participants a background note 
for information as well as a set of relevant OECD and OECD Development Centre publications. 

- List of participants: A Who's Who will be included in the HLM folder. During the preparation 
phase, regular updates will be communicated on the status of confirmations of participants. 

- Main Output: Communiqué: The Concluding Session of the HLM on the way forward for the 
Development Centre will be a consultation on the way forward for the Development Centre. This 
session will follow a different format. It will be an important moment to hear the views and 
opinions of developing and emerging economies and the Centre would strongly encourage its non-
OECD members in particular to intervene in this session. The deliverable at the session will be the 
main output of the HLM in the form of a document entitled "Communiqué" (a draft Communiqué 
will be elaborated in the context of the IWG-HLM meetings). 

Expected outcomes 

10.  The aim of the HLM is to seek the support of Ministers and High-level Governing Board 
representatives on the work of the Centre and its achievements and to possibly endorse new approaches 
and initiatives linked to the themes addressed in the HLM 2017. These will include calls for action in 
specific areas of work and indications on future strategic directions, taking into account the mandate given 
to the Development Centre in its current Programme of Work and Budget 2017-18 
[DEV/GB(2016)8/REV4]. High-level representatives of the Governing Board will be invited to 
acknowledge and support:  

- The identification of effective approaches and initiatives to apply the expertise of the Development 
Centre in addressing the key issues related to development in transition.  

- Endorse the key messages from the 1st Policy Dialogue of the Development Centre on 
Migration and Development.  

  

http://www2.oecd.org/oecdinfo/info.aspx?app=OLIScoteEN&Ref=DEV/GB(2016)8/REV4
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OECD Development Centre Governing Board 
4th High-Level Meeting (HLM) 

3 October 2017 

9:00 welcome coffee 
9:30 - 18:00 High-level Meeting, 

 
12:30 - 14:00: HLM Lunch 

Room CC12, OECD Conference Centre 

(by invitation only) 
 

Draft Agenda 

Building on the results of the 2016 High-level Meeting of the OECD Development Centre Governing Board, the 
4th High-level Meeting (HLM) offers a timely opportunity to raise the visibility of the Development Centre’s work 
and receive the guidance and support of Ministers and high ranking officials on key deliverables that will shape the 
future strategic directions of the Centre’s work. This year’s focus is on the major issue of Development in 
Transition. Migration and Development and Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment will also be key topics 
for discussion. 

09:00-09:30 Welcome Coffee 

09:30-09:50 Opening Remarks:  

• Angel Gurría, Secretary General of the OECD  
• Pierre Duquesne, Ambassador, Permanent Representative to the OECD, France, 

Chair of the Governing Board of the OECD Development Centre 
• Mario Pezzini, Director of the OECD Development Centre and Special Advisor to the 

Secretary General of the OECD on Development 

09:50-10:10 Designation of the Co-Chairs and Adoption of the Draft Agenda 

Participants will be invited to formally adopt the Draft Agenda and designate the HLM co-Chairs:  

• Co-Chair, DEV Member non-OECD country [tbc] 
• Co-Chair, DEV Member, OECD country [tbc] 

10:10 - 10:40 SESSION I:  DEVELOPMENT IN TRANSITION 
 

 Context  

The implementation of the 2030 Agenda calls for universal and comprehensive approaches. The 
international community has the opportunity to explore and analyse comprehensive, multi-
dimensional measures of development that “leave no-one behind”. This will lead to deepening 
understanding of the real challenges countries undergoing development transition face and the 
concrete implications for development co-operation tools and frameworks. Not matching co-
operation tools to real development needs could diminish the achievements triggered by the 
shifting wealth process. What’s at stake is achieving the shared goal of sustainable and inclusive 
global development. Countries in transition – as their numbers indicate that their economies are 
growing but as their vulnerabilities confirm that real challenges persist – call for a new 
perspective on development. At the same time, development co-operation efforts would benefit 
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from a broader set of indicators of development to respond to the actual needs of countries and 
people. The goal of the Development in Transition discussion is to identify the challenges 
countries face as they undergo transitions across income and development levels and to discuss 
options for how they can respond. To better inform both domestic policy making and 
international co-operation efforts, demand is increasing to assess development conditions in 
countries and multiple development trajectories, investigate possible new development metrics 
and well-being indicators, explore new tools and frameworks for development co-operation, and 
provide a dialogue platform to exchange experiences and expertise. The goal of the Development 
in Transition discussion is to identify the challenges countries face as they undergo transitions 
across higher income and development levels and discuss options for how they can respond. 

 Issues for discussion:  

• How do Members of the OECD Development Centre perceive Development in 
Transition? 

• What are the remaining gaps around Development in Transition? What are the main 
knowledge gaps that need to be filled: 
‒ On the consequences of transition into higher income levels? 
‒ On the relevance of country classifications by income level in light of the need to 

achieve the Sustainable Development Goals? 
‒ On innovative ways to measure development and vulnerabilities? 
‒ On building a broader set of country classifications? 
‒ On assessing development trajectories? 
‒ On what financial and non-financial co-operation tools work best in different 

contexts? 
• Is a dialogue platform for discussion on these issues missing? 
• What is the role and contribution of the OECD Development Centre to this debate?  

Key-note address [tbc] 

10:40 - 12:00 BREAKOUT SESSIONS: DEVELOPMENT IN TRANSITION 

2 or 4 break-out sessions (format tbc) 

12:00 - 12:30 REPORTING BACK FROM BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

12:30 - 14:00 HLM LUNCH 

Keynote address [tbc] 

Key questions for discussion [tbd] 

14:00 - 15:15 SESSION II: MIGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

 Context 

The international development agenda as illustrated by the 2015 Addis Ababa Action Agenda 
and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development acknowledges the positive contribution of 
migrants to development. It opens the door for real progress in addressing key migration 
challenges and fostering international co-operation in this area. The OECD Development Centre 
is one of the key players in the field of migration and development as attests its recent 
publications: Perspectives on Global Development 2016: International Migration in a Shifting 
World and Interrelations between Public Policies, Migration and Development, ongoing work on 
Assessing the Economic Contribution of Labour Migration in Developing Countries as Countries 
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of Destination. Also, the Centre participates in the Global Knowledge Partnership on Migration 
and Development (KNOMAD) and its Dashboard of indicators measures policy and institutional 
coherence for migration and development. The first Policy Dialogue on Migration and 
Development was held the day before on the 2nd of October and brought important insight to this 
debate. This session aims to provide a narrative on and foster a better understanding of the 
complex links between migration and development, not only in the framework of South-North 
relations but also South-South relations. The narrative will take into account insights from other 
OECD analyses on migration. It will also be the opportunity for member countries to share their 
policy experiences in enhancing the positive contribution of migration to development, and 
fostering policy and institutional coherence. Building on these discussions, participants will 
debate how the Development Centre can build a comprehensive framework to help its member 
countries (and beyond) better integrate migration into their development strategies. 

 Issues for discussion:  

• Given the current context, what do you consider are the most pressing issues related to 
the debate on migration and development? How should the Development Centre address 
these issues? 

• What steps are necessary to achieve greater policy and institutional coherence for 
migration and development? Do you consider that the KNOMAD Dashboard of 
Indicators provides a useful framework for measuring policy and institutional coherence? 
How could your country benefit from being part of this exercise?  

• How can the OECD Development Centre help its member countries (and beyond) 
enhance the contribution of migration to development? How can it support the design of 
migration and development strategies? 

15:15 - 16:30 SESSION III: ADVANCING GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT 

 Context  

Gender equality and women’s empowerment are now firmly anchored in the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, as reflected in the stand-alone goal under SDG 5. While important 
gains were achieved in recent years, the road to equality faces persistent as well as new 
challenges requiring policy responses that are evidence-based, gender-transformative and that can 
help protect achievements and gains accrued over the past decades. Through its unique cross-
country measure of discriminatory social institutions, the Social Institutions and Gender Index 
(SIGI), the online platform Wikigender, and the empirical assessment of the costs of 
discrimination the OECD Development Centre has influenced global debates and offered vital 
new evidence and perspectives on emerging topics on gender and development.  This session 
aims at engaging member countries on recent advances of the SIGI in respect to results, research 
and strategic partnerships (notably its role as a custodian of SDG 5.1.1), and exchanging on how 
the SIGI data and country profiles could be strengthened and better utilised by policymakers and 
civil society to promote evidenced-based policy dialogue at country level and ensure policy 
impact. An update on the recently launched Policy Dialogue on Women’s Economic 
Empowerment, which focuses on policy solutions to implement SDG 5.4 on unpaid care work, in 
partnership with the DAC Network on Gender Equality and the Statistics Directorate, will also be 
included in the session. 

 Issues for discussion:  

• How can the SIGI 2018 data and results be better integrated into national development 
strategies and international cooperation policies to advance gender equality and track 
progress on SDG 5 targets? 
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• What good examples exist at the national and international level on successful policies, 
instruments and approaches, to eliminate discriminatory social norms? What are the 
elements of success that could be replicated to support the achievement of the gender 
equality targets of Agenda 2030?? 

• How can the OECD Development Centre’s gender programme be better leveraged to 
support policy reform and impact in favour of gender equality and women’s 
empowerment?  

16:30 - 16:45 Coffee Break 

16:45 - 17:15 SESSION IV: THE WAY FORWARD FOR THE OECD DEVELOPMENT CENTRE 

The Co-Chairs [tbc] will summarise the actions requested by Ministers and High-level 
representatives. Members will be invited to support and endorse the new approaches and 
proposed initiatives addressed in the context of the content sessions on Development in 
Transition. Migration and Development and Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment [see 
draft Communiqué].  

17:15 – 17:30   CLOSING REMARKS 

• Pierre Duquesne, Ambassador,  Permanent  Representative to the OECD, France; Chair 
of the Governing Board of the OECD Development Centre 

• Mario Pezzini, Director of the OECD Development Centre 
 
N.B. Room change from CC6 to the OECD Auditorium  
 

18:00 - 20:00  FIFTH ANGUS MADDISON DEVELOPMENT LECTURE: THE RISE AND FUTURE 
OF PROGRESSIVE REDISTRIBUTION 

• Professor Peter H. Lindert, Distinguished Professor of Economics, University of 
California, Davis 

20:00 Cocktail reception 
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