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ABOUT THE INITIATIVE  

The OECD Initiative on Global Value Chains (GVCs), Production Transformation and Development 

is a platform for policy dialogue and knowledge sharing among countries from Africa, Asia, Latin 

America and the OECD. It aims at improving evidence and identifying policy guidelines to support 

better development strategies, production transformation, upgrading and participation in global value 

chains (GVCs). This Initiative is part of the implementation of the OECD Strategy on Development, 

adopted by the OECD Council at Ministerial level in May 2012.  

The Initiative is led by the OECD Development Centre and it counts with the support of other OECD 

Directorates, including the Statistics Directorate (STD), Development Co-operation Directorate 

(DCD), Directorate for Financial and Enterprise Affairs (DAF), Trade and Agriculture Directorate 

(TAD) and the Directorate for Science, Technology and Innovation (STI).  

The Initiative comprises a network of high level government representatives from Ministries of 

Industry, Trade, Economy and Finance from Africa, Asia, Latin America and the OECD. The 

Initiative benefits from an Advisory Board of Experts from 11 International Organisations (AUC, EU 

ECA, ECLAC, ESCAP, ESCWA, ILO, UNCTAD, UNIDO, World Bank and WTO). The Initiative 

organises two Plenary Meetings per year to discuss the implementation of the Programme of Work 

and to promote knowledge sharing and peer learning on development strategies, GVCs and 

production transformation. 

For more information, please visit the website: http://www.oecd.org/dev/global-value-chains.htm 

ABOUT THE MEETING  

Format of the meeting 

 The format of the meeting differs from traditional seminars. The plenary meetings are 

conceived as interactive spaces for policy dialogue, knowledge creation and network update 

among participating countries, members of the Advisory Board and invited stakeholders.  

 The main objective is to share experiences on the topics selected to generate new knowledge 

and to facilitate learning through the experiences shared by participants. 

 The meeting is organised in sessions, each dedicated to a selected topic to allow for in-depth 

discussion based on different experiences shared by participants. 

 Active participation from all attendees is encouraged throughout the meeting. 

 Please refer to the Background Booklet for questions for discussions as well as instructions 

for the moderator and panellists. The background material for discussion is shared two weeks 

before the meeting.  
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DAY 1: 15 NOVEMBER 2017 

9:00-9:30 OPENING SESSION 

Mia Mikic, Director, Trade, Investment and Innovation Division, ESCAP 

Annalisa Primi, Head, Structural Policies and Innovation Unit, OECD 

Development Centre 

     9:30-10:00 UPDATE ON THE PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE PDI 

 Brief update on the Programme of Work of the Initiative and report on the Bureau 

Meeting 

Clarification of the objectives and expected outcomes of this meeting 

Adoption of the agenda 

AOB 

Luciano Cuervo, Economic Advisor, Global Value Chains Division, General 

Directorate for International Economic Relations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Chile  

Umut Gür, Head of Department, Ministry of Development, Turkey 

10:00-11:30 SESSION 1:  Scenario setting and looking forward—scouting out new issues 

of relevance for GVCs, production transformation and development policies 

WHAT WILL THE DIGITAL FUTURES LOOK LIKE?  

Digital technologies are deeply reshaping the economy and society. The speed, 

breadth and uncertainty that characterise the current context call for better 

anticipating the possible futures to identify strategic options and make better 

decisions to enhance development opportunities for all. In this context, 

governments in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the OECD, experts and 

International Organisations are looking into the future to anticipate and shape it.  

This session provides a unique opportunity for governments and businesses from 

Africa, Asia, Latin America and the OECD to share their views about possible 

future scenarios and their implications for economic development and production 

transformation.  

The session features a kick-off intervention on digital futures and a presentation 

about four scenarios that the OECD Foresight Group is preparing to enable better 

strategies in OECD countries. The presentations introduce an interactive exercise 

to develop scenarios with perspectives from developing and emerging economies 

and from the private sector.  

Interactive session with a kick-off intervention 

Arvind Gupta, Co-Founder and Head, Digital India Foundation,  India 

Moderator 

Duncan Cass-Beggs, Strategic Foresight Counsellor, General Secretariat, OECD 

11:30-12:00 Coffee break 

  



 
 

4 

12:00-13:30 SESSION 2: Country strategies for production transformation and 

participation in GVCs  

PRODUCTION TRANSFORMATION POLICY REVIEWS (PTPRs): 

ACTIONS TO SUCCEED IN A CHANGING WORLD 

This session focuses on reporting about the implementation of the PTPRs. 

Item 1. Progress report about the implementation of the PTPR of Chile. 

Item 2. Report from Colombia on the National Production Development Policy.  

Item 3. Report from Sri Lanka about the national vision for economic 

transformation towards 2025 

Questions for discussion 

1. What has been the value added of the PTPR process for Chile? 

2. What are the lessons learned from the process of implementation of 

the PTPR of Chile? 

3. What lessons can be learned from the experiences of Colombia and Sri 

Lanka? 

4. What international experiences can be relevant for Colombia and Sri 

Lanka in going forward? 

5. What mechanism can be set up by the Initiative to offer a permanent 

platform for monitoring reforms and sharing progress after the 

completion of each PTPR? 

Kick-off interventions 

Luciano Cuervo, Economic Advisor, Global Value Chains Division, General 

Directorate for International Economic Relations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Chile  

Santiago Matallana, Director, Private Sector Development, National Planning 

Department, Colombia 

Anil Sirimanna, First Secretary, Embassy of the Democratic Socialist Republic of 

Sri Lanka in Thailand, Sri Lanka 

Moderator 

Jiong Gong, Professor, Research Institute for Global Value Chains, University of 

International Business and Economics, China (People’s Republic of) 

13:30-15:00 Lunch break (Lunch sponsored by Thai Beverage Public Company Limited) 

15:00-17:30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SESSION 3: Round Table on sectoral trends, dynamics and implications for 

policies 

SHIFTING TO INCLUSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE VALUE CHAINS: 

WHAT ARE COMPANIES DOING? 

At the 5
th
 Plenary Meeting hosted by the Government of Chile in November 2015 

the Initiative started a debate on “Sharing responsibility: companies, consumers 

and governments for sustainable and inclusive production transformation”.  Since 

then the adoption of the Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable Development Goals has 

been a landmark in setting global and universal goals for sustainable and inclusive 

development. Bold actions will be needed to achieve them. 

This Roundtable is devoted to take stock of the progresses made by businesses 

worldwide to change their practices and make businesses have a positive impact 

on the environment and society.  
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Key questions 

1. Businesses have been committed to achieving positive impact well before 

the adoption of the SGDs. In what respect do the SDGs call for new forms 

of responsible business conduct?  

2. Are companies taking steps to achieve the SDGs? 

3. Is social and environmental impact becoming a core part of business 

development?  

4. How can lead-firms enable positive change in the whole supply chain? 

5. What could governments do to generate synergies and incentivise these 

new, more responsible forms of doing business? 

Roundtable Discussion 

Mario Cerutti, Chief, Institutional Relations and Sustainability Officer, Lavazza 

Jinghai Hanchan, Vice Chairman, Executive Board, Thailand Loxley Public 

Company Limited  

Darrel Webber, CEO, RSPO- Roundtable for Sustainable Palm Oil  

Uwe Weber, Team Leader, Switchasia 

Thapana Sirivadhanabhakdi, CEO, Thai Beverage Public Company Limited 

Moderators 

Francesco Bertolini, Advisory Board Member, Belantara Foundation, Italy 

18.00-19.30 Cocktail  
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 DAY 2: 16 NOVEMBER 2017  

09:00-11:00 SESSION 4: Drivers of production transformation, participation and 

upgrading in GVCs 

ENABLING PRODUCTION TRANSFORMATION IN LEAST DEVELOPED 

COUNTRIES: WHAT IS BEING DONE? WHAT CAN BE IMPROVED?  

This session focuses on discussing national and development cooperation strategies 

to enable production transformation in least developed countries (LDCs) and on 

identifying how the PTPR tool could support LDCs in defining actionable strategies 

for economic transformation, in partnership with international stakeholders. 

The Agenda 2030 and the Istanbul Programme of Action to build production 

capabilities in LDCs provide a basis for further actions. More will need to be done 

by national governments and international partners to enable sustainable and 

economic transformation in these economies and sustain them in their path towards 

progress.  

Key questions 

1. What are the needs, visions and priorities of LDCs for their economic 

transformation?  

2. What is the effective policy space that LDCs have to pursue economic 

transformation? 

3. How do we finance economic transformation in LDCs? 

4. How do we strengthen government capabilities in LDCs to better plan and 

implement economic transformation strategies? 

5. What forms of development cooperation and partnerships are needed?  

6. How could the PTPR framework help LDCs in harnessing their economic 

transformation potential? 

Kickoff Interventions 

Ouk Prachea, Secretary of State, Ministry of Commerce, Cambodia 

Khadeeja Hussain, Deputy Minister, Maldives 

Kaori Myamoto, Senior Policy Analyst, Development Cooperation Directorate, 

OECD 

Piergiuseppe Fortunato, Economic Affairs Officer, Division on Globalization and 

Development Strategies, UNCTAD  

Moderators 

Frans Lammersen, Senior Policy Analyst, Development Cooperation Directorate, 

OECD 

Hamza Malik, Director, Macroeconomic Policy and Financing for Development 

Division, ESCAP 

11:00-11:30 Coffee break 

11:30-13:00 SESSION 5: Drivers of production transformation, participation and 

upgrading in GVCs  

TRANSFORMING ASIA AND THE PACIFIC: DIGITAL AND FRONTIER 

TECHNOLOGIES IN THE FUTURE OF THE REGION 

This session focuses on discussing the next production revolution in the Asian-
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Pacific context. This region has been the one that has benefited the most from 

growing international trade and production integration, and it is the region with the 

highest participation in GVCs. The region is also home to many of the new tech 

giants that are revolutionising the global economy. 

India, Indonesia, Thailand and neighbouring countries have experienced rapid 

development in recent years, largely due to their young population and openness to 

innovations. With the development of enabling technologies, such as the Internet of 

Things, these countries are becoming more digitised. India and Indonesia have 

become strategic markets for some tech giants including Facebook, Amazon, 

Tencent, and Alibaba, and many start-up are using new technologies to revolutionise 

people’s way of life. China is a successful case of upgrading the economy through 

the internet and digitisation. Can the Chinese model be copied or should countries of 

this region develop their own model? 

With the advent of Industry 4.0, many sectors are facing big opportunities for 

upgrading, which may be a challenge too. How will new technologies accompanying 

the industry 4.0 revolution, such as big data, AI, IoT etc. disrupt society and the 

economy, and how should the government and international agencies work to foster 

positive impacts from new technologies and innovations? 

Key questions 

1. What will be the impact of digital and frontier technologies (robotics, AI, 

big data, etc.) in the region? How does the impact differ across countries? 

2. What evidence is available to show the impact across different economic 

activities in the Asia Pacific?  

3. How are frontier technologies reshaping global and regional value chains?  

4. How can government, industry and academia work together to update the 

training and education systems to create a flexible and adaptable workforce 

fit for the future? 

5. How to enable SMEs’ access and use of new technologies for business, what 

is their major role?  
6. What are the policy priorities for governments to leverage the next 

production revolution and mitigate the downsides of frontier technologies? 

What should the policy research agenda on this matters for Asia and the 

Pacific? 

Kickoff Interventions 

James Lockett, Vice-President, Head of Trade facilitation and Market Access, 

Huawei  

Barco You, CEO & Founder, Dasudian Technologies 

Steve Leonard, CEO, SGInnovate, Singapore 

Kanchana Wanichkorn, Assistant Secretary General, National STI Policy Office of 

Thailand, Thailand 

Moderator 

Marta Perez Cusó, Economic Affairs Officer, Technological and Innovation 

Section, Investment and Innovation Division, ESCAP  

13:00-15:00 Lunch break (Lunch sponsored by Huawei Technologies) 
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15:00-16:30 SESSION 6: Measurement, statistics and methodologies for evidence-based 

policy making 

HARNESSING THE POTENTIAL OF BIG DATA AND NEW 

TECHNOLOGIES FOR BETTER EVIDENCE AND BETTER POLICIES  

 As countries are thinking long term and implementing economic transformation 

strategies the demand for more accountable, transparent and effective policies is 

growing.  

The digital economy is generating new data and is enabling information gathering to 

an extent, depth and timeliness previously unimaginable. New technologies are now 

used to map transit to support infrastructure building and to plan public transport 

systems, and this is just the beginning. The growing amount of information available 

requires new methods for data analysis and growing attention in selecting relevant 

information and processing it in a useful way.  

Key questions 

1. What kind of new information is big data currently providing and could it 

provide in the future to better design and monitor policy implementation? 

2. What are companies and governments doing in this respect? 

3. What capabilities, tools and methods are needed to process this growing 

amount of information and make it useful for policy makers? 

4. What kind of public-private partnerships are needed to exploit the potential 

of big data for strategy setting and policy making? 

5. How can we combine big data with national official statistical information?  

6. What kind of regulations for data access, privacy and use are needed? 

Kick-off interventions 

Ivan Uemlianin, Chief Scientist & Co-founder, Dasudian Technologies 

Mahinthan J. Mariasingham, Statistician, ADB 

Javier Lopez Gonzalez, Trade Policy Analyst, Trade and Agriculture Directorate, 

OECD 

Moderators 

Yanhong Zhang, Officer-in-Charge, Statistics Division, ESCAP 

Nadim Ahmad, Head, Trade and Competitiveness Statistics Division, Statistics 

Directorate, OECD 

16:30-17:30 GOING FORWARD and CONCLUSIONS 

Mario Pezzini, Special Advisor to the OECD Secretary-General on Development 

and Director,  OECD Development Centre  

 Roundtable discussion: conclusions, updates and news from participants, next steps 

We apologise in advance for any errors in names/titles.  In the unforeseen event that this occurs, please contact 

kim.millin@oecd.org with any corrections. 

mailto:kim.millin@oecd.org

