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Overview and main objectives

Senior tax officials of participating MENA countries will gather at OECD headquarters on 28-29
January 2009, to participate in the 4" meeting of Working Group 3 (WG3, Tax Policy Analysis) of the
MENA-OECD Investment Programme. The main objectives of the WG3 meeting are: to hold discussions
on tax implications of the current global financial crisis; consider work analyzing the implications of
globalization for the taxation of small and medium-sized enterprises; advance work on ‘tax indicators’; and
plan future WG3 activities.

Given the technical nature of the various ‘tax indicators’ to be discussed at the WG3 meeting, and
the time constraints limiting discussions at the WG3 meeting of the models and frameworks underlying
these indicators, it was decided to hold an informal ‘technical” meeting during the afternoon of 27 January
2009, to allow detailed presentations and discussions. Participants will be encouraged to share views on
the strengths and weaknesses of various tax indicators, and to help identify issues to highlight during the
WG3 meeting.

Participants

Participants of the WG3 meeting wishing to consider and discuss, in a more informal setting,
various tax indicators to be presented at the WG3 meeting (tax officials, officials of international
organisations, and private sector representatives partnering with the Programme are invited to attend this
meeting).

Documentation

Copies of the finalized agenda, documents and presentations will be made available at the meeting,
and also found at the following website:

http://www.oecd.org/document/33/0,3343,en 34645207 34645764 41842785 1 1 1 1,00.html

For information about the MENA-OECD Investment Programme, please visit the following website:
www.oecd.org/mena/investment



http://www.oecd.org/document/33/0,3343,en_34645207_34645764_41842785_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/mena/investment
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INFORMAL TECHNICAL MEETING ITINERARY

27 January 2009

13:30 - 14:00

Registration

14:00 - 14:10

Opening remarks

. Mr. Christian Valenduc, Chair, Working Party No2, OECD Committee on Fiscal Affairs.
. Mr. Steven Clark, Manager, Working Group 3, MENA-OECD Investment Programme.

14:10 - 15:20

Session I. Business Climate Development Strategy index framework — tax component

This session will introduce the Business Climate Development Strategy (BCDS) index framework,
explain its aim and overall coverage, provide a detailed review of the tax component that focuses
on current practice and progress in implementing certain ‘mainstream’ analytical frameworks for
assessing tax policy, and consider an application in the case of Belgium.

° Mr. Steven Clark (OECD), to moderate the discussion.

) Ms. Ana Cebreiro and Mr. Steven Clark (OECD), to introduce the BCDS framework,
and provide a detailed review the tax component.

° Mr. Christian Valenduc (Belgium), to summarize an assessment of Belgium, under the
tax component of the BCDS index framework.

. Ms. Nawal Jellouli (Morocco), to present views on OECD tax indicator work, including
views on indicators that could be usefully added to/dropped from the BCDS framework.

Questions, comments and suggestions for improvement

15:20 - 16:40

Session 1. Marginal Effective Tax Rate (METR) models

This session will review marginal effective tax rate (METR) models for assessing tax effects on
investment. Such models, included in the BCDS tax indicator framework, provide summary
indicators of distortions to investment from main corporate and shareholder-level tax parameters.
Applications in Canada and the EU will be presented.

. Mr. Steven Clark (OECD), to moderate the discussion, and introduce METR analysis.
. Mr. Paul Berg-Dick (Canada), to introduce METR applications in Canada.
Mr. Jean Pierre de Laet (European Commission), to present METR analysis for EU
countries (and certain non-EU countries).

Questions and comments

16:40 - 17:00

Coffee break

17:00 — 18:00

Session I11. OECD Taxing Wages model

This session will review the OECD Taxing Wages (TW) model for assessing tax effects on
employment, and possible applications. This methodology, included in the BCDS tax indicator
framework, calculates marginal and average tax rates on labour income, including effects of
income tax and social security contributions, for different household types, and income levels.

. Mr. Christian Valenduc (Chair, WP2), to moderate the discussion.

. Mrs. Ana Cebreiro (OECD), to introduce the OECD Taxing Wages (TW) framework.

. Mr. Bert Brys (OECD), to briefly review possible TW applications to analyze employment-
related benefits (e.g. in-work tax credits, unemployment insurance).

Questions and comments

18:00 - 18:10

Closing remarks |

. Mr. Christian Valenduc, Chair, Working Party No2, OECD Committee on Fiscal Affairs.
. Mr. Steven Clark, Manager, Working Group 3, MENA-OECD Investment Programme.
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PROCRANNE LIST of PARTICIPANTS

BELGIUM

Mr. Christian Valenduc
Conseiller général des Finances, Studies Department, Ministry of Finance, Belgium
Chair, Working Party 2 (Tax Policy Analysis and Tax Statistics), OECD Committee on Fiscal Affairs

CANADA

Mr. Paul Berg-Dick

Director, Intergovernmental Tax Policy, Evaluation and Research Division
Tax Policy Branch

Department of Finance

Ottawa

EGYPT

Mr. Ashraf Al Arabi

Co-chair of Working Group 3 of the MENA-OECD Investment Programme
Egyptian Tax Commissioner

Cairo

TURKEY

Mr. Timur Cakmak

Co-chair of Working Group 3 of the MENA-OECD Investment Programme
Head of Department of EU and Foreign Relations

Revenue Administration

Ankara

UNITED KINGDOM

Mr. Alan Carter

Senior Economist and UK Delegate in the OECD WP2 Working Party 2 in the Committee of Fiscal Affairs
International Business Taxation

London

EUROPEAN COMISSION

Mr. Jean Pierre De Laet

Head of Unit and EC delegate in the OECD WP2 Working Party 2 in the Committee of Fiscal Affairs
European Commission

Brussels

ORGANIZATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Bert Brys

Tax Economist

OECD Centre for Tax Policy and Administration
E-mail: bert.brys@oecd.org

Telephone: +33 145 24 19 27



mailto:bert.brys@oecd.org

Mrs. Ana Cebreiro

Tax Economist

OECD Centre for Tax Policy and Administration and MENA-OECD Investment Programme
E-mail: ana.cebreiro@oecd.org

Telephone: +33 1 45 24 18 42

Mr. W. Steven Clark

Manager, Working Group 3, MENA-OECD Investment Programme
Head, Horizontal Programmes Unit, OECD CTPA

OECD Centre for Tax Policy and Administration (CTPA)

E-mail: steven.clark@oecd.org

Telephone: +33 1 45 24 96 66

FOREIGN INVESTMENT ADVISORY SERVICE (IFC, WORLD BANK GROUP)

Mr. Richard Stern
Program Manager, Global Tax Simplification Program (IFC)

E-mail: RStern1@ifc.org

Mr. Jan Loeprick
Tax Expert, Global Tax Simplification Program (IFC)
E-mail: jloeprick@worldbank.org

INTERNATIONAL TAX & INVESTMENT CENTER

Mr. Dan Witt

President

International Tax & Investment Center
Washington, U.S.A.

E-mail: dwitt@iticnet.org

Telephone: +1 202 530 97 99
http://www.iticnet.org
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