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1.  The Institute for International Trade: Recent Research

1. Managing the Challenges of 

WTO Participation (AusAID and 

WTO support)

2. Study of Uneven Growth in 

APEC (APEC and AusAID)

3. Specific research on impact of 

trade agreements for Pacific 

Island Countries (PIFS and 

AusAID)

4. Trade and Poverty Reduction 

in the Asia Pacific Region 

(AusAID and WTO support)
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Managing the Challenges of WTO 

Participation

Some key points:

üPrivate-public sector cooperation to realise the benefits of WTO 

membership

üWhen accessed effectively, the WTO can serve interests of lower 

income communities and nations

üSeveral developing country governments struggle to develop or 

prosecute successful trade policies and participate in the WTO 

due to lack of human, financial and administrative resources
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Pacific Research on Trade and Development

üImplications of an intra-regional trade agreement, 
PICTA, (Pacific Island Countries Trade Agreement) for 
sustainable development in the smaller island states

üPotential challenges and benefits of a regional trade 
agreement between Australia, New Zealand and the 14 
Pacific Island Forum Countries (PACER Plus)
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Trade and Poverty Reduction in the Asia Pacific 

Region
ü Overviewpaper

ü Thematic papers:
1) TNCs,TradeandPovertyReduction

2) TradeinAgricultureandPovertyReduction

3) TradeinServicesandPovertyReduction

4) Migration,LabourMobilityandPovertyReduction

5) TradeandPovertyReductionin SmallandVulnerable
Economies

ü Case studies follow each thematic paper
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2. Summary of General Research Findings

Relation between trade and development:

üEffectsof tradeon the poorareoftenhighlycontext-
specific. Diversefactorsrequireflexibleresponsesto
thechangingdynamicsofinternationaltrade:

üUnder what conditions trade can catalyze poverty 
reduction?

Context-specific conditions Flexible trade strategies
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Five Broad Pre-Requisites 

üFive(5) pre-requisiteshavebeenidentifiedfor developinga
positivetradeandpovertyreductionrelationship. Theyare:

V Trade openness 

V Domestic reform

V A robust and responsible private sector

V International reforms

V Political will and cooperation
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Trade Openness

üPre-requisites:

V Trade openness: 

Casestudiesshowthe potentialfor low incomeeconomiesto

benefit from well designed,more open and transparent

internationaltrade. Therefore,an increasedopennessto

internationaltrade can have a positiveimpacton poverty

reduction.
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Domestic Reform

V Domestic reform:

As a complementto tradeopenness,a firm and consistent

commitmentto domesticpolicyreformontwo(2) fronts: policies

toprotectvulnerablegroupsfromtradeliberalisationandpolicies

to increaseproductivity,competitivenessandcapturethegains

oftradearenecessary.

�³�2�S�H�Q�Q�H�V�Vis notsufficientuntoitself--- muchdependsonthewaya
countryopensup, thesequencethatis followed,thespeedandthe
internalcapacitytomanagethe�S�U�R�F�H�V�V�´��EconomistJeffreySachs.


