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Provincial - Implementation of Cancer Control
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Theranostics

Theranostics is the term coined by 
PharmaNetics [Ltd] to describe the use of 
diagnostic testing to diagnose a given 
disease, choose the correct treatment 
regimen and dose, and monitor the 
patient response to therapy on an 
individualized basis. 
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Utility of Theranostics

Å Disease risk prediction

Å Disease diagnosis

Å Disease prognosis

Å Patient stratification

Å Therapeutic stratification

Å Monitoring therapeutic response
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The Limitations of Todayôs Drug Therapies ï
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Average of all drugs = 60%)

From: Spear B et al. Trends in Molecular medicine Vol 7 201-204, 2001
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Drug Costs (Retail) in Canada

ÂEstimated costs in 2006 = $25 billion

Â If, on average, 40% of drugs are 
ineffective, we are wasting $10 billion on 
useless therapy.
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IMPERATIVES
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Incidence Prevalence

Å Incidence of Cancer

ÅPrevalence of Patients Receiving Drug Therapy

BC Cancer Agency Projections



8

BC Cancer Agency
Projected Growth in Chemotherapy Drug Costs 

($ Millions)

Non -drug global budget

Chemotherapy drug costs


