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The MENA-OECD Investment Programme, in cooperation with the European Institute of the
Mediterranean, invites you to take part in the second regional meeting of Working Group 2 on SME
Policy, Entrepreneurship and Human Capital Development.

Working Group on SME Policy Entrepreneurship and Human Capital Development

The aim of the Working Group is to build upon the requests of the MENA Ministers and to deepen the
policy dialogue and common agreements as initiated within the October 2008 Steering Group of the
MENA-OECD Investment Programme, and recalling the final Declaration of MENA-OECD Ministers in
November 2007 stressing

“...the importance of promoting positive interactions between foreign investment and
local enterprise development through measures such as development of skills, local
entrepreneurship, industrial clusters and SME access to finance.”

To this end, the MENA-OECD Investment Programme invites participants to the second meeting to
explore these issues and to agree on the work programme and activities through an event structured around
its existing network, such as the EFN© and relevant OECD instruments, policy guidelines and objectives
such as the Bologna Process, and the 2008 Enterprise Policy Assessment. The meeting will also support
the preparation of the 3 MENA Ministerial meeting in November 2009 in Morocco.

Participation and Documentation

MENA and OECD participants are invited to send experts in the areas of SME policy, investment
promotion, equity financing, skills development and FDI linkages. As in the previous meeting, other key
partners, who are engaged in activities in these areas, are also invited, including Islamic Development
Bank, Arab League, Inter-Arab Investment Guarantee Corporation, Union of Arab Banks, World Bank,
UNIDO, UNDP, IFC PEP MENA, UNCTAD, European Commission and the European Investment Bank,
Transparency International, and other partners. Private sector engagement is essential for the success of the
Investment Programme, as they can provide insights to issues affecting investment decisions and serve as a
“reality check” for policy reform plans. Representatives from the Arab Business Council, Arab Investors’
Union, Union of Arab Banks, MENA-OECD Business Network, Business and Industry Advisory
Committee to the OECD (BIAC) and Business Councils in MENA countries are invited to join the
meeting. Experts from OECD countries and from the Secretariat will be present at the meeting.

The relevant meeting documents will be distributed at the meeting and posted on:
www.oecd.org/mena/investment

Interpretation will be provided in English, French and Castellano.


http://www.oecd.org/mena/investment

MENA-OECD WORKING GROUP 2 ON SME POLICY, ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND HUMAN
PROGRAMME CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT

18 May 2009'

8.45 p.m Welcome diner offered by IEMed. Restaurant la Miranda del Museu (Museu d’Historia de Catalunya -
Museum of History of Catalonia)

Welcome Speaker: Ana TERRON, Secretary for the EU, Government of Catalonia

19 May 2009

9.00 a.m. Registration

9.30 a.m. Opening Remarks

e H.E. Cristina NARBONA - Ambassador of Spain to the OECD

e Senén FLORENSA — Director General, European Institute of the Mediterranean
e Antoni SOY — Secretary for Industry and Enterprise, Catalan Government

o H. E. Jose RIERA — Ambassador for Mediterranean Affairs, Spain

9.50 a.m Introduction from OECD

e Anthony O’ S UL L | \NH&al Private Sector Development Division, OECD

SESSION 1: PROMOTING GROWTH AND FACILITATING ACCESS TO FINANCE IN SMES:
STATE OF PLAY AND POLICY RESPONSES IN TIMES OF CRISIS

Chaired by Mr. Noureddine ZEKRI — General Director, Ministry of Development and International Cooperation,
Tunisia

10.00 a.m. | Panel I: Key growth drivers for SMEs, the experience of the MENA region and OECD countries: how
will they be affected by the current global environment?

This panel will provide insight on the key drivers for growth, with an aim to compare and contrast characteristics of MENA
and OECD country experiences. The panelists will be invited to comment on the main growth factors and constraints faced
by SMEs in the MENA region, especially in light of the global economic crisis.

Key note speeches:

e Prof. Salvatore ZECCHINI — Chairman of the Institute for Industrial Policy — Chairman of the OECD Steering
Committee on SMEs and Entrepreneurship Financing, Italy

e Dr. Ibrahim SAIF — Senior Economist — Carnagie Middle East Centre, Jordan

Moderator: Mr. José GARCIA MONTALVO — Director, Center for Research on the Economies of the Mediterranean
(CREMed).

o Mr. SadokDHAOU BEJJAI Directeur de I'Encadrement des PMBirection Générale de la Promotion des PME
Ministry of Industry, Energy and SMEs, Tunisia

. Dr. Mohammed OMRAN — Vice-Chairman, Cairo & Alexandria Stock Exchange, EQypt

. Mr. Xavier PUIG — Director of International Business and Executive Board Member of the Mediterranean Bank
Network, Banc Sabadell, Spain

Open discussion

11.30 a.m. \ COFFEE BREAK

! Please note that a bus transfer will be provided by the organizers from Hotel Princesa Sofia at 8.00 p.m. to
Restaurant la Miranda del Museu la Plaza Pau Vila 3, 4° planta.



MENA-OECD WORKING GROUP 2 ON SME POLICY, ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND HUMAN
PROGRAMME CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT

12.00 p.m. | Panel II: Policy responses for maintaining and promoting high growth SMEs in times of crisis

This panel will provide insight into the specific policy responses which are currently being implemented by MENA
countries to tackle the actual and potential impact of the financial and economic crises on SMEs. The panelists will discuss
how governments can launch timely and effective measures to enhance access to finance, financial and non-financial
instruments for established firms, and facilitating access to international markets.

Key Note Speeches:

e H.E. Jose RIERA — Ambassador for Mediterranean Affairs, Spain

e  Mr. Noureddine ZEKRI — General Director, Ministry of Development and International Cooperation, Tunisia
Moderator: Marie-Florence ESTIME — Deputy-Director, Centre for Entrepreneurship SMEs and Local Development,
OECD

Mr. Henry SAVAJOL i Directeur, Observatoire des PME (OSEGyance (tbc)

Mrs. Hana N. ANOUTI i Economst, UNDP Project, Ministry of Economy and Trade, Lebanon

Mr. Ayman AL AZZEH 1 Executive DirectarJunior Entrepreneurs Associatipdordan

Mr. Abdelali BERRADA i Membre de la Commission PME, Confédération Générale des Entreprises du Marq
Open discussion

Conclusions by the Chairman

1.30 p.m. Lunch

SESSION 2: MEASURING THE IMPACT OF PROGRAMMES AND POLICIES TARGETING HIGH GROWTH
ENTERPRISES

Chaired by Mr. Pietro MASCI — Director, Department of the Treasury, Ministry of Economy and Finance, Italy

3.00 p.m. Panel III: Lessons learnt from programmes aimed at promoting growth in SMEs

This panel will feature country or region-specific experience with programmes aimed at promoting SMEs with high growth
potential. Panelists will be asked to describe the nature of the programmes, including the types of firms which participate,
the selection process and resource allocation. Speakers will be asked to reflect upon the cost and benefits of the specific
programmes. Lessons learnt from a range of MENA and OECD experiences will be highlighted.

Key note speech:
e Prof. David STOREY — University of Warwick, United Kingdom
Moderator: Mr. Antonio FANELLI — Deputy Head, Private Sector Development Division, OECD

Dr. Jamal Naji MAHASNEH 1 Head, Industrial Policies Section, Ministry of Industry and Trade, Jordan
Mr. Emmanuel NOUTARY - Director, Invest in Med Programme

Mrs. Mariarosa LUNATI — Economist, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs and Local Development, OECD
Dr. Hazem SHUNNAR - 4ssistant Deputy-Minster, Ministry of National Economy, Palestinian Authority
Open discussion

4.20 p.m. COFFEE BREAK

4.35 p.m. Panel IV: Evaluating SME support programmes & Next steps in the Working Group programme

This session will consider methodologies and practical steps for reviewing SME support programmes and will discuss the
next steps leading up to the 3rd meeting of the Working Group tentatively scheduled for October 2009. Panelists will also
discuss links with the other SME initiatives including those under the framework of the Mediterranean Union as well as
with the MED Table on Industrial Cooperation. Finally delegates are expected to define the work programme leading up to
the 3™ Ministerial Meeting of the MENA-OECD Initiative to be held in Morocco on 23 November 2009.

Introduction: Mr. Anthony O’ S UL L | NHAal Private Sector Development Division, OECD

e  Mrs. Carmen LAIN VALENZUELA — Deputy Director, European Financial Institutions, DG International Finance, Spain
e Mrs Marie CORMAN i Enterprise and Industry DG - International Affairs, European Commission
e Jean Claude PLANA- Director, UNIDO Office, Marsailles

Conclusions by the Chairman

6.00 p.m. Closing Remarks :

e Mr. Anthony O’ S UL L | \HAal Private Sector Development Division, OECD

e  Mr. Senén FLORENSA — Director General, European Institute of the Mediterranean
e Ms. Ana TERRON - Secretary for the EU, Government of Catalonia
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About the MENA-OECD Investment Programme

THE MENA-OECD INVESTMENT PROGRAMME was established in 2004 at the request of Middle
East and North African (MENA) countries to provide advice on improving the investment policy climate.
Facing considerable competition from other regions and a growing pressure from the young workforce,
several MENA countries are implementing significant economic and regulatory reforms to increase private
sector participation in their economies.

THE KEY OBJECTIVE OF THE INVESTMENT PROGRAMME is to mobilise private investment —
foreign, regional and domestic — as a driving force for economic growth and employment throughout the
region. The Programme offers a forum for results-oriented policy dialogue bringing together MENA and
OECD practitioners. It supports reform efforts of MENA governments to enhance the investment climate

by:
e strengthening country capacity for designing, implementing and monitoring investment policy
reforms;
e creating a network of dialogue between investment policy makers from MENA and OECD
countries;
e creating a favourable environment for employment creation through investment climate
improvements;

e  assisting ministries and government agencies to co-operate and co-ordinate their work;
o reinforcing the impact of development initiatives supported by international, regional and bilateral

donors.
Key Contacts:

Mr. Anthony O’Sullivan Mr. Antonio FANELLI
Head Deputy Head
Private Sector Development Division Private Sector Development Division
E-Mail : anthony.osullivan@oecd.org E-Mail: antonio.fanelli@oecd.org
Tel : +33 14524 97 01 Tel: +33. 1 4524 97 07
Ms. Sara Sultan Mr. Said Kechida
Policy Analyst Policy Analyst
MENA-OECD Investment Programme MENA-OECD Investment Programme
Private Sector Development Division Private Sector Development Division
E-mail: sara.sultan@oecd.org E-mail: said.kechida@oecd.org
Tel.: +33 1452498 97 Tel.: +33 1 4524 85 04

For additional details, please refer to the following website www.oecd.org/mena/investment
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