
 

 BACKGROUND NOTE 

Assistance to build supply-side capacity in developing countries has a long history. Each year, 

around a fifth of Official Development Assistance (ODA) is dedicated to building supply-side 

capacities including those needed to engage in international trade in low and middle income 

countries. However, reviews of a number of bilateral donor and multilateral agencies’ 

evaluations show that direct effects on raising export competitiveness have been difficult to 

substantiate.  

The World Trade Organization (WTO)’s 2005 Hong Kong Ministerial Conference called for the 

expansion of aid for trade to help developing countries, and in particular the least-

developed countries, benefit from WTO agreements and, more broadly, expand their trade. 

A Task Force was set to draw recommendations on how to operationalise aid for trade. It 

concluded that it is not just a question of more money, but also of effectiveness and 

accountability. In order to enhance the credibility of aid for trade and ensure that locally 

identified needs – whether financial or performance related – are addressed,  the Task Force  

recommended that two accountability mechanisms be established: one at a national or 

regional level and one at a global level.  

This note describes the aid-for-trade monitoring framework that has been jointly developed 

by the WTO and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) to 

provide an accountability mechanism at the global level. It starts by setting out the 

definition of aid for trade, and then elaborates the three-tiered approach to elicit qualitative 

and quantitative information from donors and recipients. Next, the results of the 2007 

monitoring exercise are summarized together with the conclusions from the 1st Aid for Trade 

Global Review for improving the monitoring framework.  

What is Aid for Trade?  

Aid for trade is the part of overall Official Development Assistance (ODA) — grants and 

concessional loans — targeted at trade-related programs and projects. It aims at helping 

developing countries, in particular the least-developed countries, to build the trade capacity 

and infrastructure they need to benefit from trade opening.  

Because trade is a broad activity, aid for trade is broad and not easily defined. The WTO Task 

Force on Aid for Trade recommended defining aid for trade as: 

(i) technical assistance to help countries to develop trade strategies, negotiate more 

effectively, and implement outcomes; 
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(ii) infrastructure, for example to build the roads, ports, and telecommunications that 

link domestic and global markets;  

(iii) productive capacity (including trade development), for example to invest  in 

industries and sectors so countries can diversify exports and build on comparative 

advantages, and;  

(iv) adjustment assistance to help with the costs associated with trade liberalization 

such as tariff reductions, preference erosion, or declining terms of trade.  

… if identified as trade-related development priorities in partner countries’ national 

development strategies.  

Aid for trade is not a new global development fund but part and parcel of normal 

programmable ODA. In fact, assistance to build supply-side and more specifically trade 

capacity in developing countries has a long history. Each year, around a fifth of ODA1 is 

dedicated to building supply-side capacities that - among other objectives- is meant to help 

low and middle income countries engage in international trade.  

In that respect, aid for trade is not an alternative mechanism for non-LDCs to the Enhanced 

Integrated Framework for Least-Developed Countries (LDCs). On the contrary, activities 

financed by the Enhanced Integrated Framework are counted as aid for trade and 

considered fully part of the aid-for-trade initiative, including the monitoring and evaluating 

aspects. Commitments to technical assistance under a potential Trade Facilitation 

Agreement will also be counted as aid for trade.  

In short, the Aid-for-Trade Initiative launched in 2005 at the Hong Kong Ministerial 

Conference did not result in a new type of ODA, nor in a new funding mechanism, but in a 

decision to promote local monitoring and establish a Global Review Mechanism to monitor 

whether the effectiveness and resource allocation of aid for trade is improving at the 

country level.  

The joint OECD-WTO Monitoring Framework for Aid for Trade  

The WTO Task Force underscored the need to reinforce the global accountability of aid-for-

trade flows. It stressed that all providers and recipients of aid for trade have a responsibility 

to report on progress and results, and to increase confidence that aid for trade will be 

delivered and used effectively. Donors were invited to report, among other things, on the 

volume of funds dedicated to aid for trade, how they intend to meet announced aid-for-

trade targets, the forms of aid for trade they support, and progress in mainstreaming trade 

into aid programming. Partner countries were invited to report on trade mainstreaming in 

national development strategies, the formulation of trade strategies, aid-for-trade needs, 

donor responses, implementation and impact.  

                                                           

1
  See WTO- OECD (2007) Aid for Trade at a Glance 2007 which provides a baseline for Aid-for-Trade flows from 

2002-2005. 
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During 2007, the OECD collaborated with the WTO in setting up an aid-for-trade monitoring 

framework as a global review mechanism. Monitoring the delivery and impact of aid for 

trade in the WTO will put a spotlight on donor agencies, encouraging them to honour their 

commitments and show results to their colleagues in trade ministries. In partner countries, it 

will encourage national dialogues on how to address trade needs in the national 

development plans. In short, monitoring aid for trade will provide incentives for 

strengthened inter-ministerial co-operation in both donor and partner countries. At a global 

level, it will help to focus efforts of donor and partner countries on those areas where 

improvements are most needed.  

At its most basic level, the monitoring framework aims at providing a comprehensive picture 

of aid for trade to allow the international community to assess what is happening, what is 

not, and where improvements are needed. A three-tiered system (e.g. global, donor and 

partner country tiers) has been developed to elicit critical quantitative and qualitative 

information from donor agencies and their partner countries, as depicted in Figure 1. 

Figure 1. The three-tiered aid-for-trade monitoring framework 
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The first tier provides a global picture of annual aid-for-trade flows based on statistical data 

from the OECD Creditor Reporting System (CRS) database, a database covering around 90 

per cent of all ODA. Clearly, data on global flows are important in order to assess whether 

additional resources should be made available, to help identify where funding gaps remain, 

to highlight where resource reallocation might be appropriate, and to increase transparency 

on pledges and disbursements.   

However, the WTO Task Force definition of aid for trade covers a broad set of expenditure 

categories as indications of donor activities that impact partner country trade capacities. The 

OECD Creditor Reporting System (CRS) was recognized as the best data source for tracking 

aid-for-trade flows at the global level, but it cannot provide data that match exactly all the 

above categories. Instead, it offers proxy measures for key categories.  

The qualitative information is obtained through two structured questionnaires tailored to 

the donor community and to partner countries. Questions are designed to elicit information 

to improve trade development strategies, better identify the gaps between needs and actual 

support, encourage a more precise tracking of aid for trade, reduce aid-for-trade transaction 
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costs, and better assess impacts.  The partner country questionnaire is organised around 

four main themes:  

 What is your aid-for-trade strategy? 

 How much aid for trade do you receive?  

 How do you implement your strategy?  

 How do you address trade capacity challenges at regional level? (new) 

Donor questionnaires have an additional specific section on mutual accountability, 

monitoring and evaluation.  

The 2007 Monitoring Results 

In November 2007, at the 1st WTO Aid-for-Trade Global Review, the first results of the 

monitoring exercise were presented. The WTO/OECD report - Aid for Trade at a Glance: 

2007 - gives a comprehensive picture of Aid-for-Trade flows and provides an overview of 

donor and partner country responses to the survey about their aid-for-trade strategies, 

pledges and delivery, which was sent to all WTO members during the summer. Key messages 

in the report included: 

 Between 2002 and 2005, donors committed on average USD 21.0 billion per year on 

the aid categories more closely associated with aid for trade. This included USD 11.2 

billion to build economic infrastructure, USD 8.9 billion to promote productive 

capacities (including USD 2 billion for trade development), and USD 0.6 billion for 

increasing the understanding and implementation of trade policy and regulations. 

 Commitments increased by 22% over the period but the average share of aid for 

trade in total sector aid declined from 35% in 2002 to 32% in 2005, reflecting the 

growth of aid to education and health.2  

 Aid for trade is increasingly prioritized in donors and partner countries’ plans. 

Moreover, the development of new strategic statements, a gamut of initiatives to 

strengthen in-house capacities and increased prioritisation in donor-partner 

dialogues indicated that aid for trade is likely to attract additional resources in the 

coming years. 

 Binding regional constraints, such as poor cross-border infrastructure, are clearly 

acknowledged. Working at the regional level, however, poses particular challenges, 

such as insufficient regional co-operation and concerns about asymmetric costs and 

benefits. The Regional Development Banks are seen as the natural partners for 

addressing these and other regional challenges.  

                                                           

2
  For data on 2006, see ‘2006 Aid-for-Trade Flows: Data & Analysis’ 

http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/devel_e/a4t_e/global_review_e.htm
http://www.oecd.org/document/46/0,3343,en_2649_34665_39619566_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/46/0,3343,en_2649_34665_39619566_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/46/0,3343,en_2649_34665_39619566_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/43/45/41523048.pdf
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 High level political backing to assign priority to trade in national development 

strategies is a key condition for donors’ support. In cases where political 

commitment and local ownership are absent, donors increasingly seek to reinforce 

mainstreaming of trade by raising the issue in dialogues with partner countries.  

 Donors and partners agree without exception that the Paris Declaration on Aid 

Effectiveness sets out the principles that should guide the delivery of aid for trade. 

However, putting these principles more broadly and widely into practice remains 

challenging.   

Developing a credible monitoring mechanism is a work-in-progress. It is important that 

monitoring does not become a passive activity, but that it is complemented and reinforced 

by an active review process that promotes change by submitting feedback to donor and 

partner countries, providing an environment for dialogue, knowledge-sharing and 

exchanging best practices and information on funding gaps. 

Priorities for improvement 

At the Global Review in November 2007, three main priorities for improvement were 

identified. 

 The framework should be complemented by an objective-based set of indicators that 

would elicit further information on results. This work stream is progressing under the 

WTO umbrella in consultation with experts from the World Bank, OECD, UNDP, UNCTAD 

and other international organisations who met at the Expert Symposium on Indicators 

for Monitoring Aid for Trade on 15-17 September 2008. 

 More attention should be given to the regional dimension. A new section dedicated to 

elicit information on how donor and partner countries are addressing regional 

challenges has been added to donor and partner questionnaires. 

 Engagement of partner countries should be strengthened. Indeed, the 2007 monitoring 

is based on an excellent rate of responses from donors but a much poorer one from 

partner countries (only 8 responses). For the monitoring framework to deliver its 

objectives on transparency, dialogue and mutual accountability, it is essential that both 

donors and recipients use it fully. In 2008, the WTO and the OECD have joined efforts to 

design a more user friendly questionnaire, consult widely with partner countries to 

increase its relevance and work with other international organisations and donors to 

ensure that technical assistance is available at country-level.  

We hope that these improvements will enhance the credibility of the monitoring 

mechanisms and enable the 2nd WTO Aid-for-Trade Global Review to provide a more faithful 

picture of how aid for trade is being implemented at country level and stronger incentives to 

deliver more and better aid for trade.  

Further information on aid for trade is available at http://www.oecd.org/dac/trade/aft and 

http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/devel_e/a4t_e/aid4trade_e.htm 

http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/devel_e/a4t_e/symp_sept08_e.htm
http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/devel_e/a4t_e/symp_sept08_e.htm
http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/devel_e/a4t_e/symp_sept08_e.htm
http://www.oecd.org/dac/trade/aft
http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/devel_e/a4t_e/aid4trade_e.htm
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GLOSSARY3 

 

Accra Agenda for Action (AAA) 

An agreement drafted in 2008 to deepen the implementation of the Paris Declaration.  In 

particular, the AAA emphasized the need for improved: (1) Predictability of donor 

information; (2). Partner country systems to deliver aid; (3) Conditionality; and (4) Untying 

donor restrictions on developing country purchases.  (For more information...) 

Action Matrix 

The outcome of the Enhanced Integrated Framework trade needs assessment. It is a 

summary list of recommendations and follow-up measures coming out of the Diagnostic 

Trade Integration Study and validation workshop.   

Additionality  

Additional aid for trade is aid increases that do not crowd out other aid flows, such as aid to 

health and education, but rather, reflect increases in total sector allocable development aid.   

Aid Activity 

Aid activities include projects and programmes, cash transfers, deliveries of goods, training 

courses, research projects, debt relief operations and contributions to non-governmental 

organisations. 

Aid for Trade 

The Aid-for-Trade WTO Task Force 2006 states that Aid for Trade is about assisting 

developing countries to increase exports of goods and services, to integrate into the 

multilateral trading system, and to benefit from liberalized trade and increased market 

access.  It proposes to break down Aid for Trade into six categories: 

a. Trade policy and regulations, including: training of trade officials, analysis of proposals 

and positions and their impact, support for national stakeholders to articulate 

commercial interest and identify trade-offs, dispute issues, institutional and 

technical support to facilitate implementation of trade agreements and to adapt to 

and comply with rules and standards. 

b.  Trade  development, including: investment promotion, analysis and institutional 

support for trade in services, business support services and institutions, public-

private sector networking, e-commerce, trade finance, trade promotion, market 

analysis and development.  

                                                           

3
  For additional information, refer to glossaries prepared by : 

 DAC [ http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/29/21/2754804.pdf] 

 WTO [ http://www.wto.int/english/thewto_e/glossary_e/glossary_e.htm], and 

 AITIC [ http://www.acici.org/aitic/AidForTrade/Glossary.htm].  

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/ACCRAEXT/Resources/4700790-1217425866038/AAA-4-SEPTEMBER-FINAL-16h00.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/29/21/2754804.pdf
http://www.wto.int/english/thewto_e/glossary_e/glossary_e.htm
http://www.acici.org/aitic/AidForTrade/Glossary.htm
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c.  Trade-related infrastructure, including physical infrastructure.  

d.  Building productive capacity.  

e.  Trade-related  adjustment, including supporting developing countries to put in place 

accompanying measures that assist them to benefit from liberalized trade. 

f.  Other trade-related needs. 

 

Alignment  

One of the Paris Declaration’s five main principles on Aid Effectiveness. Donors will align 

their development assistance with the development priorities and results-oriented 

strategies set out by the partner country. In delivering this assistance, donors will 

progressively depend on partner countries’ own systems, providing capacity-building 

support to improve these systems, rather than establishing parallel systems of their own. 

Partner countries will undertake the necessary reforms that would enable donors to rely on 

their country systems. 

Best practice 

Sometimes called good practice. A technique or method that, from experience, is more 

effective at delivering a desired result than other techniques or methods.  

Bilateral aid 

Aid activities undertaken by a donor country directly with a developing country or with 

national or international non-governmental organisations active in development. 

Commitment 

A firm obligation, expressed in writing and backed by the necessary funds, undertaken by an 

official donor to provide specified assistance to a recipient country or a multilateral 

organization. Bilateral commitments are recorded in the full amount of expected transfer, 

irrespective of the time required for the completion of disbursements. Commitments to 

multilateral organizations are reported as the sum of (i) any disbursements in the year 

reported on which have not previously been notified as commitments and (ii) expected 

disbursements in the following year. 

Concessionality level 

A measure of the "softness" of a credit reflecting the benefit to the borrower compared to a 

loan at market rate.  

Country Assistance Strategies (CAS) 

Strategy prepared by the World Bank for countries borrowing from its two main financial 

arms: the International Development Association (IDA) and the International Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development (IBRD).   CAS should be results-focused, drawing from the 
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country’s development plans and consultations with the state, civil society, and other 

development stakeholders.   

 

Creditor Reporting System (CRS)  

The OECD CRS aid activity database covers bilateral and multilateral donors’ aid and other 

resource flows to developing countries. The objective of the CRS is to provide a set of readily 

available basic data that enables analysis on where aid goes, what purposes it serves and 

what policies it aims to implement, on a comparable basis for all DAC members.  The CRS 

provides detailed information on individual aid activities, such as sectors, countries, project 

descriptions etc. Three main CRS categories are used as proxies to track Aid-for-Trade 

volumes: (1) trade policy and regulations; (2) economic infrastructure (energy, transport & 

communications); and (3) building productive capacity. From 2008 onwards, a new CRS 

category will track aid to “trade-related adjustment”.  The database has free access.  For 

more information, follow this link. 

Development Assistance Committee (DAC)  

The OECD committee for development co-operation matters. A forum constituted of major 

bilateral donors concentrating on two key areas: a) how international development co-

operation contributes to the capacity of developing countries to participate in the global 

economy, and b) the capacity of people to overcome poverty and participate fully in their 

societies. Comprised of 22 donor countries: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark,  

Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New 

Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, UK and United States;  and the 

European Commission. (For more information…) 

Diagnostic Trade Integration Studies (DTIS) 

Evaluation of internal and external constraints to a country’s integration in the global trading 

system.  An action matrix is developed as a result of the study to facilitate cooperation with 

the government, donors, and the private sector. Refer to the Enhanced Integrated 

Framework for more information. 

Disbursement 

The release of funds to, or the purchase of goods or services for a recipient; by extension, 

the amount thus spent. Disbursements record the actual international transfer of financial 

resources, or of goods or services valued at the cost of the donor. 

http://www.oecd.org/document/0/0,2340,en_2649_34447_37679488_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/about/0,3347,en_2649_33721_1_1_1_1_1,00.html
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Doha Development Agenda Trade Capacity Building Database (TCBDB)  

Joint WTO/OECD database launched at the 2001 WTO Doha Ministerial to provide 

information on trade-related technical assistance and capacity building projects. It covers 

national as well as regional projects, gathering data from bilateral donors and 

multilateral/regional agencies. At present, the period of coverage is 2001 to 2006 and partial 

2007 and beyond. Since 2007, the data collection is undertaken through the OECD CRS aid 

activity database. 

Enhanced Integrated Framework (EIF), formerly Integrated Framework (IF) 

The Enhanced IF (EIF) is an international initiative through which the International Monetary 

Fund (IMF), the International Trade Centre (ITC), the United Nations Conference on Trade 

and Development (UNCTAD), the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the World 

Bank (WB) and the World Trade Organization (WTO) combine their efforts with those of 

Least-Developed Countries (LDCs) and bilateral and multilateral development partners to 

respond to the trade development needs of LDCs. The Integrated framework was launched 

in 1997 and to date, up to 46 LDCs of a total of 49 have become beneficiaries. The IF process 

is comprised of four-parts: (1) Awareness building; (2) Diagnostic for a Trade Integration 

Strategy or DTIS; (3) Plan integration into the national development strategy; and (4) Plan 

implementation.  

Evaluation 

The systematic and objective assessment of an on-going or completed project, programme 

or policy, specifically its design, implementation and results. The aim is to determine the 

relevance and fulfilment of objectives, development efficiency, effectiveness, impact and 

sustainability. An evaluation should provide information that is credible and useful, enabling 

the incorporation of lessons learned into the decision–making process of both recipients and 

donors. Evaluation also refers to the process of determining the worth or significance of an 

activity, policy or program. An assessment, as systematic and objective as possible, of a 

planned, on-going, or completed development intervention. Note: Evaluation in some 

instances involves the definition of appropriate standards, the examination of performance 

against those standards, an assessment of actual and expected results and the identification 

of relevant lessons. 

Harmonisation  

One of the Paris Declaration’s five main principles on Aid Effectiveness.  Donors will 

implement good practice principles in development assistance delivery. They will streamline 

and harmonise their policies, procedures, and practices; intensify delegated cooperation; 

increase the flexibility of country-based staff to manage country programmes and projects 

more effectively; and develop incentives within their agencies to foster management and 

staff recognition of the benefits of harmonisation. 
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Hong Kong Ministerial Conference  

In December 2005, the Sixth Ministerial Conference in Hong Kong created a new WTO work 

programme on Aid for Trade. The Hong Kong Declaration (para 57) invited the WTO 

Director-General to create a task force that shall provide recommendations on how to 

operationalise Aid for Trade and on how Aid for Trade might contribute most effectively to 

the development dimension of the DDA; and to consult with Members as well as with 

relevant international organisations on appropriate mechanisms to secure additional 

financial resources for Aid for Trade, where appropriate through grants and concessional 

loans.  

Mainstreaming = “to bring into the main stream”  

Mainstreaming means to introduce a certain way of thinking and acting into the mainstream 

– in all kinds of programs and measures – and to let it develop into a natural behaviour in 

order to penetrate and change the “mainstream”. Mainstreaming in the trade context 

means to integrate a trade perspective in all economic development programmes and 

strategies, so that considerations about external trade interactions with the domestic 

economy are integrated in the design of all projects and activities in a way that contributes 

to the country’s capacity to benefit from trade integration. 

Managing for Results 

One of the Paris Declaration’s five main principles on Aid Effectiveness. Partner countries 

will embrace the principles of managing for results, starting with their own results-oriented 

strategies and continuing to focus on results at all stages of the development cycle – from 

planning through implementation to evaluation. Donors will rely on and support partner 

countries’ own priorities, objectives, and results, and work in coordination with other donors 

to strengthen partner countries’ institutions, systems, and capabilities to plan and 

implement projects and programmes, report on results, and evaluate their development 

processes and outcomes (avoiding parallel donor-driven mechanisms). 

Monitoring  

A continuing function that uses systematic collection of data on specified indicators to 

provide management and the main stakeholders of an ongoing development intervention 

with indications of the extent of progress and achievement of objectives and progress in the 

use of allocated funds. (For the monitoring of aid for trade, see enclosed Background Note) 

Multilateral aid 

Contributions from donor countries to the regular budgets of multilateral institutions (e.g. 

the World Bank, regional development banks, and UN agencies) that conduct all or a 

significant part of their activities in favour of developing countries.  

http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/minist_e/min05_e/final_text_e.htm#aid_for_trade
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Multilateral Outflows 

Aid activities financed through the regular budgets of multilateral development institutions. 

(N.B. Projects executed by multilateral organisations on behalf of donor countries are 

classified as bilateral aid since it is the donor country that effectively controls the use of the 

funds.) 

Mutual accountability 

One of the Paris Declaration’s five main principles on Aid Effectiveness. Donors and partners 

are committed to enhance mutual accountability and transparency in the use of 

development resources. Partner countries will reinforce participatory processes by 

systematically involving a broad range of development partners when formulating and 

assessing progress in the implementation of national development strategies. Donors will 

provide timely, transparent and comprehensive information on aid flows. 

Official Development Finance (ODF) 

Used in measuring the inflow of resources to recipient countries: includes (a) bilateral ODA, 
(b) grants and concessional and non concessional development lending by multilateral 
financial institutions, and (c) Other Official Flows for development purposes (including 
refinancing Loans) which have too low a grant element to qualify as ODA. 

Official Development Assistance (ODA) 

Grants or Loans to countries and territories on the DAC List of Aid Recipients (developing 

countries) which are: (a) undertaken by the official sector; (b) with promotion of economic 

development and welfare as the main objective; (c) at concessional financial terms [if a loan, 

having a grant element of at least 25 per cent]. In addition to financial flows, Technical Co-

operation (q.v.) is included in aid. Grants, loans and credits for military purposes are 

excluded. The DAC List of Aid Recipients includes all low and middle income countries, 

except those that are members of the G8 or the European Union (including countries with a 

firm date for EU admission). 

Ownership  

One of the Paris Declaration’s five main principles on Aid Effectiveness.  The development 

community will respect the right – and responsibility – of the partner country to exercise 

effective leadership over its development policies and strategies, and coordinate 

development actions. 

Paris Declaration  

The Paris Declaration, endorsed on 2 March 2005, is an international agreement to which 

over one hundred Ministers, Heads of Agencies and other Senior Officials adhered and 

committed their countries and organisations to continue to increase efforts in 

harmonisation, alignment and managing aid for results with a set of monitorable actions and 

indicators. The agreement is grounded on five main principles: 1. Ownership, 2. Alignment, 

3. Harmonization, 4. Managing for results, and 5. Mutual accountability. (For more 

information...) 

http://www.oecd.org/document/45/0,3343,en_2649_34485_2093101_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/11/41/34428351.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/11/41/34428351.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/11/41/34428351.pdf
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Pledges 

A formal undertaking to give external assistance: For example, in 2005, the following  Aid-

for-Trade pledges were made: In December 2005, the G7 group of countries (Canada, 

France, Germany, Japan, Italy, UK, USA) agreed to increase spending on trade policy 

regulations and trade development to USD 4 billion. European Union members and the 

European Commission agreed to increase spending on trade policy regulations and trade 

development to EUR 2 billion every year by 2010. The US pledged to spend USD 2.7 billion by 

2010 on trade capacity building and Japan pledged to provide USD 10 billion financial 

assistance in trade, production, and distribution infrastructure over the period 2006 – 2008.  

Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSP) 

Describes a country's macroeconomic, structural and social policies and programs to 

promote growth and reduce poverty, as well as associated external financing needs. PRSPs 

are prepared by the country’s government through a participatory process involving civil 

society and development partners, including the World Bank and the International Monetary 

Fund (IMF). 

Sector Wide Approach (SWAps) 

A process in which funding for the sector – whether internal or from donors – supports a 

single policy and expenditure programme, under government leadership, and adopting 

common approaches across the sector. It is generally accompanied by efforts to strengthen 

government procedures for disbursement and accountability. A SWAp should ideally involve 

broad stakeholder consultation in the design of a coherent sector programme at micro, 

meso and macro levels, and strong co-ordination among donors and between donors and 

government. 

Standards and Trade Development Facility (STDF) 

Global programme aiming to improve capacity building and technical cooperation in 

international sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) standards.  Established by the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the World Organization for Animal 

Health (OIE), the World Bank, the World Health Organization (WHO) and the World Trade 

Organization (WTO). (For more information...) 

Technical Cooperation 

a) Grants to nationals of aid recipient countries receiving education or training at home or 

abroad. 

b) Payments to consultants, advisers and similar personnel as well as teachers and 

administrators serving in recipient countries (including the cost of associated 

equipment)  

Triangular Cooperation 

Technical cooperation among two or more developing countries through financial support 

from international organizations and national governments. 

http://www.standardsfacility.org/
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WTO Global Review 

The Global Aid-for-Trade Review on 20-21 November 2007 was the focal point of WTO's 

monitoring mandate for 2007. The Global Aid-for-Trade Review had three objectives: to take 

stock of what is happening on Aid for Trade; to identify what should happen next; and to 

improve WTO monitoring and evaluation. The next Global Review is scheduled to take place 

in Spring 2009, and will again review the process made in implementing the Aid-for-Trade 

Initiative, including through an analysis of global flows, and donors and partner countries’ 

self-assessments. 

WTO Task Force on Aid for Trade  

As a result of the Hong Kong Ministerial Conference, Director General-Lamy created a task 

force to provide recommendations on how to operationalise the Aid-for-Trade initiative and 

ensure it contributes most effectively to the development dimension of the Doha 

Development Agenda.  The Task Force consisted of 13 WTO Member countries, in 

alphabetical order: Barbados, Brazil, Canada, China, Colombia, the European Union, Japan, 

India, Thailand, the United States, and the coordinators of the ACP, African and LDC Groups. 

The Permanent Representative of Sweden, ambassador Mia Horn Af Rantzien, chaired it ad 

personam. In July 2006, the Task force delivered its recommendations (WT/AFT/1), which 

were endorsed by the WTO General Council on 10 October.  

 

 

http://docsonline.wto.org/GEN_viewerwindow.asp?http://docsonline.wto.org:80/DDFDocuments/t/WT/AFT/1.doc

