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This international conference on “Improving Learning through Formative Assessment” is the culmination 
of a major OECD/CERI study on formative assessment and teaching. It has been carried out as the latest 
contribution to the series “What Works in Innovation in Education”, begun in 2002. The study has focused 
on innovations at the lower secondary level of schooling, where the widespread implementation of 
formative approaches to teaching and learning are more challenging than either at the primary or the upper 
secondary levels.  
 
The results of this study are now available in the final report, which serves as the main conference 
document - �������	
� ���
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����� ����������. This examines 
exemplary practices in eight OECD systems, brings together literature reviews from different linguistic 
traditions, all set in the broader policy environment on contemporary education reform. 
 
The conference aims to:  
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Findings from two major parallel OECD programmes set the stage for the conference 
debates – PISA (Programme for International Student Assessment) and the recently-
completed study on teachers and teacher policies.  
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This session provides for a general discussion of how formative assessment fits into the 
reform agendas of different OECD education systems.  
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The OECD synthesis of the concepts, approaches and elements of formative assessment  
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Participants from the initiatives featured in the OECD study will present their experiences 
in implementing formative assessment strategies. On the basis of these lead presentations 
from 2-3 of the featured systems, each workshop will allow all participants to share their 
experiences of formative assessment in practice.  
 
Questions include:  
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Feedback from workshop chairs on key issues and challenges 
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Organised around the lead of 2-3 systems featured in the international study, each 
workshop will discuss the role of evidence in the successful implementation of formative 
assessment strategies: 
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A panel of workshop chairs and experts will focus on the evidence base, as it is now and 
how it should be further developed. It will address both findings and the adequacy of the 
research base, followed by general conference discussion. 
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A key issue now concerns how to support and promote formative assessment practices so 
that they become more systematically practised, within and across schools. The CERI 
study concludes with a model linking evaluation in classrooms, schools and system, used 
formatively to shape improvements at each level. 
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Thematic workshops will address how to make formative assessment more systematic 
and coherent drawing on the OECD model. Each will focus on a different set of the 
relationships connecting learners in classrooms to schools, schools to the broader system, 
and (possibly the most challenging) learners in classrooms to systems.  
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Participants will come together for a structured discussion on embedding formative 
principles and improving coherence across the different levels of policy and practice. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


