
Third OECD World Forum on 

Statistics, Knowledge and Policy

Charting Progress, Building Visions, 

Improving life

Busan, Korea

28 October 2009

New forms of measuring 

progress in gender 

equality:

SIGI and WIKIS

Johannes Jütting

OECD Development Centre



OECD Development Centre

SIGI and WIKIGENDER

A comprehensive database 
at the source of the SIGI

The first “wiki” on 
gender equality
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The OECD Social Institutions and Gender Index (SIGI)

• Existing indices of gender equality measure inequality outcomes
– GDI: inequality in health, education and economic participation
– GEM: women‘s social and political rights
– GGI: multidimensional measure of gender differences
– GEI: Socio-economic opportunities

• The SIGI measures the root causes of gender inequality
– Traditions inducing inequalities (e.g. inheritance practices)
– Social norms impacting on gender equality (e.g. son preference)
– Cultural practices limiting the freedom of women (e.g. ogligations to be 

accompanied by male guardian)
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Why is the SIGI important?

School enrolment of women lower than men’s

Gender gaps in educationWhat we can observe:

What indicators tell us:

Build more schools for women!What policies we derive:

Underlying reasons for low enrolment:
Ågirls not allowed to attend facilities
Ågirls married at early ages
Ågirls not encouraged to pursue career

What the SIGI adds:
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How is the SIGI constructed?

All variables are coded between 0 and 1. The value 0 means no or very low inequality and the value 1 
indicates high inequality. Three of the variables (Early marriage, Female genital mutilation and Violence 
against women) are continuous. The other indicators are on an ordered categorical scale.

Social Institutions Variables

• Early marriage

• Polygamy

• Parental 
authority

• Inheritance

• Freedom of
movement

• Freedom of 
dress

• Female genital 
mutilation

• Violence against 
women

• Access to land

• Access to bank
loans

• Access to
property

Ownership RightsCivil LibertiesPhysical IntegrityFamily Code

• Missing women

Son Preference
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The SIGI Formula

The SIGI is an unweighted average of the GID subindices. Each 
term is squared to allow partial compensation.

Its values are between 0 and 1, with 0 meaning no inequality and 
1 indicating complete inequality.

SIGI = ⅕ (Subindex Family Code)2 + ⅕ (Subindex Civil Liberties)2 + ⅕ (Subindex Physical 
Integrity)2 + ⅕ (Subindex Son Preference)2 + ⅕ (Subindex Ownership Rights)2
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What does the SIGI show?

• Bottom performers among 102 
developing countries: Sudan, 
Afghanistan, Sierra Leone

• Top performers: Paraguay, 
Croatia, Kazachstan

• Highest inequality: sub-Saharan 
Africa; Middle East and North 
Africa; South Asia

• Lowest inequality: Latin America; 
Europe and Central Asia

• Region with both high and low 
performers: East Asia and Pacific
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SIGI Results

Economic Participation

The higher discrimination in social institutions, 
the lower female to male literacy ratios

The higher the discrimination in social institutions, 
the lower female labour participation

Education
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How can I use the SIGI?

• Score and Ranking provide an overview of gender 
discrimination in social institutions; 
www.genderinequalityindex.org

• Subindices help locate areas of particular concern

• Social Institutions Indicators offer new empirical evidence

• GID Country Notes explain in depth the SIGI score and ranking

http://www.genderinequalityindex.org/
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SIGI only shows the OECD’s ranking…
What if users could make their own ranking?
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My.GenderIndex.org will allow users to drop 
variables & adjust weights to build their own ranking
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My.GenderIndex.org rankings

• Allows users to disseminate their findings directly online

• They can share their rankings and publish them online

• Rankings and maps can be embedded in other websites 
too:

– WikiGender.org

– WikiProgress.org

– Personal/Organizational blogs, etc…
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www.wikigender.org 
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With a specific country focus…



OECD Development Centre

Some of our partners and web 2.0 platforms:

http://new.wikigender.org/index.php/Image:Ifc_logo.JPG
http://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/ud.html?id=833
http://www.sweden.gov.se/sb/d/2059
http://new.wikigender.org/index.php/Image:Instrawlogo2.PNG

