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The Sahel and West Africa Club’s monthly newsletter aims to provide regular information
on ongoing SWAC activities, publications, upcoming events and other SWAC news.

¢ SWAC MISSION TO CANADA AND THE USA

e REVIEW OF THE 2007-2008 WEST AFRICA REPORT

e 2007 ELECTORAL YEAR IN WEST AFRICA

e GOVERNANCE ASSESSMENT AND AID EFFECTIVENESS

e BUILDING THE COMMUNITY RADIO SECTOR IN NIGERIA
e ECOLOC AFTER FIVE YEARS

¢ PUBLICATIONS

SWAC MISSION TO CANADA AND THE USA

Ottawa (Canada) and Washington (USA), 12-20 February 2008

The SWAC’s January 2008 Strategy and Policy Group meeting highlighted the importance of improving
communications with SWAC donors and being more responsive to funding countries’ specific needs and
requests. During a two week mission to Canada and the USA, the SWAC Director, Mr. Normand Lauzon, met
with various Representatives of the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), the Canadian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the US Agency for International Development (USAID) and the US State
Department. He presented and explained the SWAC’s new work orientations, its specificity and value-added
to the West African development process at the local, national and regional levels.

CIDA Representatives confirmed their continuous support and commitment to the SWAC’s work. They are
particularly interested in regional co-operation tools that support the creation of a regionally integrated
market/area thereby helping promote the competitiveness of the private sector, reduce poverty and
provide jobs to the population, especially to the West African youth. They proposed to select a West African
country for a case study that illustrates the advantages for this particular country to participate actively in
the regional co-operation process. This initiative would complement the SWAC’s National Approach to
Regional Integration (NARCO) which aims to identify regional action tools useful for the implementation of
national development policies.

Many USAID senior officials reiterated their commitment to facilitate the SWAC’s fundraising activities by
encouraging the USAID West Africa Office in Ghana to continue its financial support to the SWAC. In
particular, the USAID Washington Office will support SWAC requests for specific contributions related to
SWAC initiatives on food security, human security and regional co-operation. Mr. Lauzon will soon meet
with Representatives of the USAID Ghana Office to present and discuss concrete proposals for specific
contributions.

Contact: normand.lauzon@oecd.org



http://www.oecd.org/document/7/0,3343,en_38233741_38247070_39945479_1_1_1_1,00.html
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REVIEW OF THE 2007-2008 WEST AFRICA REPORT
Cotonou (Benin), 4-5 February 2008

The ECOWAS/SWAC workshop was co-chaired by Mr. Lambert N’Galadjo Bamba, ECOWAS Commissioner
responsible for macro-economic policies, and Mr. Raymond Weber of the SWAC. Participants discussed in a
multidisciplinary approach the draft texts of the 2007-2008 West Africa Report. The Workshop brought
together approximately fifteen West African experts: academics, researchers and civil society actors. Over
the two days, intense exchanges of views highlighted West African perspectives on the main challenges
facing the region. Members of the ECOWAS/SWAC editorial team agreed on some of the important next
steps for the Report’s finalisation and dissemination, in particular: (i) an Editorial Committee meeting (2 days
in April) with 4 experts (English-speaking/French-speaking; North/South) to validate all of the texts; and (ii) a
Summary of the Report which will be presented at the next Summit of ECOWAS Heads of State and
Government to be held in June 2008.

> learn more | > images

2007 ELECTORAL YEAR: NEW CHALLENGES FOR DEMOCRACY IN WEST AFRICA

SWAC Headquarters, Issy-les-Moulineaux, 11 February 2008

The SWAC organised a panel discussion on the 2007 Electoral Year and the new challenges for democracy in
West Africa. This discussion was led by four contributing experts from the region (see list of contributors).
There were many elections throughout the region in 2007: more than 10 countries, of which 9 are part of the
ECOWAS zone, were holding legislative or presidential elections. Overall, despite considerable violence,
elections played a significant role in strengthening the democratic process, notably in Sierra Leone and
Mauritania. Elections enabled some countries, like Togo, to enter into an exit from crisis situation. In light of
observers’ experiences on the ground, the cases of Nigeria and Senegal were examined. The debate enabled
an analytical appraisal of this electoral year and highlighted the achievements and challenges for democratic
change in West Africa. Participants identified the following challenges: (i) Make the role of political parties
credible; (ii) Strengthen the independence of National Electoral Committees; (iii) Encourage civil society to
fully play its counter-balancing role; (iv) Mi ni mi se el ector al f; and (u)dtrergythen
ECOWAS"’ authority regarding r es pTeneétingdroughe togeticer
some twenty persons from various sectors: researchers, civil society actors, academics, official
representatives of countries from the North and South, the private sector and the Media.

> learn more
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GOVERNANCE ASSESSMENT AND AID EFFECTIVENESS

London, 20-21 February 2008

The OECD DAC GOVNET Conference on Governance Assessments and Aid Effectiveness provided an overview
of current situations (Governance Assessments, Domestic Accountability, the Paris Declaration and Beyond) as
well as new issues related to donor approaches to governance assessments. The debates focused on three
major issues: (1) the importance of assessment in aid effectiveness; (2) the usefulness of indicators in
anticipating crises; and (3) the relationship between governance and economic performance. Among numerous
case studies and thematic assessments carried out within the framework of break-out groups, two West
African countries, Mauritania and Cameroon, were examined. Approximately one hundred governance experts,
civil society representatives, researchers of northern and southern countries participated in this Conference.
This Conference was an important step towards the 3rd High-Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness to be held in
Accra (Ghana) from 2 to 4 September 2008. The SWAC was represented by Mr. Massaér Diallo.

> learn more

BUILDING THE COMMUNITY RADIO SECTOR IN NIGERIA

Abuja (Nigeria), 19-20 February 2008

At the invitation of the Institute for Media and Society (Nigeria) and the PANOS Institute West Africa, the SWAC
participated in the “Building the Community Radio Sector in Nigeria” Seminar. The SWAC presented two cross-
border radio networks (Retrarc and Kurumba) that were set-up in the cross-border areas “Sénégambie
méridionale” (the Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Senegal) and Sikasso-Bobo-Dioulasso (Mali, Burkina Faso) within the
ECOWAS Cross-border Initiatives Programme (CIP). The presentation highlighted how cross-border radio
networks can contribute significantly to promoting cross-border co-operation and strengthening cultural and
economic integration in border areas. This experience also proves that local private and public border actors
can play just as an important role as West African integration actors in the regional integration process. At the
political level, ECOWAS can use this new communications tool to reach out to border communities who are
directly concerned with its work but so far are rarely involved.

Learning from the experience of these two pilot operations will facilitate the setting up of a cross-border
community radio network within the Kano-Katsina-Maradi corridor (K2M) at the border area between Nigeria
and Niger. Within the framework of the K2M pilot operation, the SWAC supports the setting-up of a cross-
border radio stations network aiming to facilitate local dissemination of information on cross-border trade of
cereals and livestock, exchange rates, food security issues, citizen rights and responsibilities. Participants
(about 30 people, mainly coming from the sub-region) highlighted the need to further intensify political
lobbying to encourage national authorities (in particular the Nigeria Broadcasting Commission and the Ministry
of Information) to set up the legal framework for the creation of community radio stations in Nigeria.

In addition, a series of meetings were held between the SWAC, represented by Mr. Philipp Heinrigs, and key
partner institutions of the K2M cross-border co-operation initiative (ECOWAS, Nigeria National Boundary
Commission and the Delegation of the European Commission) to co-ordinate and schedule next steps and short
to medium-term activities.

> download the PPT presentation

Contact: philipp.heinrigs@oecd.org
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ECOLOC AFTER FIVE YEARS

The ECOLOC Programme (Reviving Local Economies in West Africa) was launched in 1997 at the initiative of
the SWAC and the Municipal Development Partnership (MDP) as the direct extension of the West Africa
Long-Term Perspectives Study (WALTPS). For five years the SWAC actively supported and developed this
programme until it was full transferred to the MDP in 2002. The last joint SWAC-MDP activity was, in the
summer of 2002, to develop an ambitious project to operationally apply the ECOLOC approach in Burkina
Faso: the Reviving Local Economies Programme (REEL). Based on a participative and informed approach, the
programme’s overall objectives were to define a development vision of local communities concerned and
identify concrete actions to revive economic activities and improve the tax system.

In October 2007, the MDP carried out an assessment of the implementation of the REEL Programme and the
Local Economic Development Programme Plans (PPDEL). Nine average towns and their rural hinterland were
included in the programme: a study phase (3 to 6 months depending upon the size), a policy dialogue phase,
and the implementation phase. An overall investment of 5 billion CFA Francs or a little less than USS$ 10
million was acquired for the first year of the third phase carried out in eight “small towns” and their rural
hinterland. In the Bobo Dioulasso zone, which was part of the ECOLOC MDP-SWAC pilot operations
programme, the process accumulated investment of USS 150 million: 70% public, 28% private and 2%
municipal.

> download the MDP Report

PUBLICATIONS

Food Security Information Note No. 17

G2 KIFG FNB GKS adNrGS3xsSa G2 RSt 6AGK GKS LISN
The current situation calls for governments to be involved and take determinant action. Some recommended
measures were made by the food Crisis Prevention Network (RPCA): (i) Increase efforts to reconstitute stocks
in particular in at-risk zones and before the critical rainy season; (ii) Act immediately to stabilise prices; and
(iii) Improve access conditions to food resources for the most vulnerable populations.

> download the Information Note No. 17

All publications can be downloaded from the SWAC website: www.westafricaclub.org

If you wish to receive a paper copy or the electronic version of this newsletter,
please contact julia.wanjiru@oecd.org
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