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Note: “More Developed Regions” comprise all regions of Europe plus Northern America, Australia/New Zealand and
Japan.

Source: United Nations (2005).

2. People moving from developing countries make up a sizeable share of today’s
international labour mobility. International migrants make up a bigger share
of the population in OECD countries, on average, than in the developing world.
While about half of these migrants come from elsewhere in the OECD, the
remainder come from developing countries in Latin America, Asia, wider Europe
and, to a far smaller degree, Africa.

3. Mobility of the low-skilled has a greater impact on poverty reduction in the
sending country than mobility of the highly skilled.     The reasons for this have
to do with the conditions under which the low-skilled tend to move. Compared
with the highly skilled, they travel shorter distances, they have a strongly
expressed intention to return and they tend not to be accompanied by their
family members. All of these factors promote higher remittance volumes. The
vulnerability-reducing aspect of remittances is greater when low-skilled
migrants send money home to their families. Moreover, low-skilled emigration
reduces unemployment (and possibly raises wages) among low-skilled workers
who remain behind.
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