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De tekst eindigt met een zin uit de Schuman-declaration, 1950, die
wellicht ook in 't Frans kan: L'Europe ne se fera pas d'un coup, ni
dans une construction d'ensemble : elle se fera par des réalisations
concretes créant d'abord une solidarité de fait.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Today is the birthday of one of the founders of European unity, Robert
Schuman. Five years after the end of the Second World War he and
Jean Monnet together took the first steps towards the European
cooperation that would bring us peace and prosperity. So it is only
right to pause and consider this today, because even when we are
talking about labour migration we must realise that neither the
member states of the European Union nor those of the OECD can
operate independently of one another. The migration issue requires
close cooperation. Not only in dealing with the free movement of
people within the European Union , but also in dealing with the labour
migration movement all countries are confronted with at their external
borders . Let us approach these issues in the spirit of Schuman.

This morning we discussed the short term impact of the crisis on
labour migration and the vulnerable position of labour migrants during
the crisis.

One of the issues that came out of the discussion, was how to make
our short term policies compatible with the long term needs of our
labour markets. Indeed, most of the member states of the OECD are
faced, in the long term, with demographic changes due to ageing
populations and low fertility rates.

Europe has long been a region of intense migratory movements.
Europe is a peninsula so we have always been confronted with people,
persons or populations moving in but with no outlet for people to
move out. Of course, since Columbus discovered the Americas and
since we developed the means for mass transportations in the course






