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A-What is the role of your institutions regarding financial and non-financial disclosure?

What is the role of your institution in establishing disclosure standards (specify)?

In line with its mission to promote private sector development in emerging markets, the
International Finance Corporation (IFC) has rapidly expanded its regional corporate governance
program in the former Soviet Union. To date, this program consists of technical assistance (TA)
projects in Ukraine (starting in May 1998) funded by the Canadian International Development
Agency ("CIDA") and Armenia (starting in February 1999) funded by the Government of the
Netherlands. Recently, IFC has initiated proposals to develop corporate governance projects in the
Republic of Georgia and the Russian Federation. These projects aim to develop the investment
environment in independent states of the former Soviet Union by improving the corporate
governance practices of Joint Stock Companies and Limited Liability Companies.

IFC has developed the following core elements for corporate governance technical assistance in
the region:

�� Training managers, board members, and shareholders as well as government officials and
journalists on corporate governance best practices via seminars and follow-up consultations;

�� Development, publication and distribution of a Corporate Governance Manual for companies,
including model company charters, by-laws and proxies;

�� Intensive work with selected companies to create a core of corporate governance success
stories, combining training in corporate governance best practices with investment matching
and the promotion of "success stories”;

�� Providing lawmakers and regulatory agencies with feedback from the companies on the
effectiveness of the regulatory environment, and assistance in drafting legislation that will
encourage local business;

�� Partnering with local management institutes and law schools to train the next generation of
business professionals in corporate governance best practices, training instructors in the use of
the case method and developing cases for use at institutions through real-life experiences at
client enterprises, and;

�� Increased public awareness through a national awareness campaign to aid in compliance and
enforcement of corporate governance regulations by publicizing violations as well as
successes.

What is the role of your institution in enforcing disclosure rules/ regulations (specify)? What
sanctions can it impose?

We cannot enforce any sanctions for non-disclosure of information other than to exercising rights
as an investor/shareholder if we do have invested in an entity.

What are your institution’s other roles and responsibilities (i.e. licensing, training, etc.)?

The International Finance Corporation (IFC) started the Corporate Governance Project (Phase I)
in Armenia in February 1999. The Project aimed at creating a better investment climate in
Armenia by improving corporate governance practices and increasing the quality and
transparency of the legal and regulatory environment. Despite having taken important steps in



4

private sector development, Armenia has difficulties in attracting foreign investment. One reason
is the low level of investor confidence. Poor corporate governance practices, lack of transparency
and management accountability, as well as the underlying legal framework which lacks
shareholder protection mechanisms seriously hinder the investment potential of Armenian
companies.

The goal of IFC’s Corporate Governance Project in Armenia is to develop a better investment
environment by bringing improvements in corporate governance practices and legislation in
Armenia, more specifically through:

�� Training managers, directors and shareholders of Joint Stock Companies, government officials
and other relevant parties on corporate governance;

�� Developing a Corporate Governance Manual that serves as a "How to" - type guide for
establishing good corporate governance practices;

�� Advising the Armenian government on improvements to corporate governance legislation;
�� Building links between Armenian, Dutch and other foreign companies through meetings on

corporate governance and the investment environment in Armenia.

The Project has established strong relationships with the private sector and Armenian Government
counterparts and is making significant progress in achieving its objectives. During its Phase I
(02/1999 - 01/2001), the Project has accomplished the following:

�� Trained 295 (out of some 450 acting) Armenian Open Joint Stock Companies, 10 NGOs, 26
state agencies and 23 news agencies;

�� Consulted with 43 companies on various corporate governance issues (drafting charters and
by-laws, assisting in holding general meetings of shareholders, advising on company
reorganizations);

�� Developed nine training modules, each consisting of 3-4 hour sessions reviewing the elements
of corporate governance, including the principles, best practices, requirements of Armenian
law and discussions of problem areas;

�� Held training courses on corporate governance for journalists;
�� Developed and published a Corporate Governance Manual (a 180-page volume) in Armenian

and English;
�� Published booklets on general meetings of shareholders, financial management, corporate

documentation and disclosure of information by Joint Stock Companies;
�� Held corporate governance courses for accountants at the International Accounting Training

Center in cooperation with TACIS;
�� Designed and initiated a corporate governance course at the Law School of Yerevan State

University;
�� Analyzed relevant legislation and compiled a database of needed improvements to the Law on

Joint Stock Companies and other legislation;
�� Provided advice to the Armenian Government on the development of new corporation law and

initiated a round-table on improvements to the Law on Joint Stock Companies;
�� Established working relations with Dutch Universities and business development

organizations in the Netherlands, and assisted them in their programs in Armenia.
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To further develop corporate governance practices in Armenia, IFC and the Dutch Government
extended the Corporate Governance Project (Phase II) until July 2001. Phase II of the Project
allows for the completion of the initial work on legislation in Armenia and provides assistance to
enterprises, universities and government officials by building upon work accomplished during
Phase I of the Project. In addition, Phase II will focus on:

�� Completion of policy development, the centerpiece of which will be the drafting of a new Law
on Joint Stock Companies and a proposed Law on Limited Liability Companies;

�� Direct corporate governance assistance to privatized enterprises in Armenia;
�� A public education campaign including the publication of a bi-monthly Corporate Governance

Newsletter.

B- Country background information

1. Number of Joint Stock Companies:

1.1 Number of Open Joint Stock Companies (publicly listed / traded companies):

Table 1. Summarized Data of Registered Commercial Legal Entities in Armenia

No. Legal Status 1-Jan-99 1-Apr-99 1-Jan-00

1 Individual Enterprises  10,558  10,480  9,319
2 Family Enterprises  766  760  684
3 Full Partnerships  2,138  2,127  1,798
4 Limited Partnerships  19  19  11
5 Separate Entity of an Enterprise  505  539  638
6 Subsidiary Enterprise  1,778  1,694  1,444
7 Production Cooperative  6,007  6,006  5,991
8 Trade Cooperative  71  70  70
9 Agriculture Collective Farm  322  311  286
10 Limited Liabilities Companies (LLC)  14,956  15,556  18,656
11 LLC Including Supplementary Liabilities  N/A  1  N/A
12 Closed Joint Stock Companies (CJSC)  2,500  2,562  2,838
13 Including 100% State Owned CJSC  1,162  1,196  1,293
14 Including 100% Municipal Owned CJSC  301  307  338
15 Open Joint Stock Companies  1,137  1,167  1,185
16 State Enterprises  484  456  407

Sub Total  41,241  41,747  43,327
Sole Proprietors  47,223  47,388  49,666
Unions of Legal Entities  14  14  14
Total  88,478  89,149  93,007



1.2 Number of Closed Joint Stock Companies (non publicly listed / traded limited companies):

Table 2

A Comparison of Legal Entities (Commercial Organizations) in the Republic of Armenia
Full Partnership Limited

Partnership
Company with
Supplementary
Liability

Limited
Liability
Company

Open Joint
Stock Company

Closed Joint
Stock Company

Liability for
obligations of
the legal entity

1) joint and
several
2) subsidiary to
that of the
Company
3) unlimited
with all
personal
property

1) joint and
several
2) unlimited
liability of
general partners
3) liability
limited to the
amount
of investment
for limited
partners

1) joint and
several
subsidiary
liability to the
extent of a
multiple
(defined by the
Charter)
of the value of
participants’
investment

1) limited to the
amount of
investment of
participants

1) limited
to the amount
of investment
of shareholders

1) limited
to the amount
of investment
of shareholders

Control over
decision-
making

full control by
all partners

full control by
general partners

through the
General
Meeting of
Participants
and/or
participation in
the executive
body

Through the
General
Meeting of
Participants
and/or
participation in
the executive
body

through the
General
Meeting of
Shareholders
(and/or
participation in
the Board
of Directors
if created)

through the
General
Meeting of
Shareholders
(and/or
participation in
the Board
of Directors
if created)

Organizational
structure

no formal
structure
required

no formal
structure
required

the General
Meeting of
Participants and
the executive
body

the General
Meeting of
Participants and
the executive
body

the General
Meeting of
Shareholders,
the Control
Committee
(Controller), the

the General
Meeting of
Shareholders,
the Control
Committee
(Controller),
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executive body
(and a Board of
Directors if
created)

the executive
body (and a
Board of
Directors if
created)

Disclosure (not
included the
required
disclosure of
information to
the State and
State agencies)

disclosure to
full partners
only

disclosure to
full and general
partners only

disclosure
to participants
only

Disclosure
to participants
only

disclosure
to shareholders
and the general
public

disclosure to
shareholders
only unless the
Company issues
bonds or other
securities to the
general public
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C- Does the corporate governance framework ensure that timely and accurate disclosure is made
on all material matters regarding the corporation?

Yes Formally, Not in practice, see below

Is the company required to prepare annual (or more frequent) audited financial statements
showing the financial performance and the financial situation of the company?

The law requires Joint Stock Companies to have an independent audit when:

�� the final annual report and the financial statements of the Company are published. An Open
Joint Stock Company must publish these financial statements each year;�

�� the Company issues and receives payments for shares in the form of assets which are worth
more than 200 times the minimum monthly wage in Armenia. The value of these assets must
be determined by an external independent  auditor;��

�� the market value of the Company’s assets must be determined in Companies with more than
500 shareholders with voting rights;�

�� the Company buys back shares upon the demand of its shareholders;�

�� a shareholder (or a group of shareholders) owning at least 10 percent of the charter capital of
the Company requests an audit.�

The National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia has adopted the Law of the Republic of
Armenia on the Regulation of Securities Market (LRSM) which came into effect on August 1,
2000. The LRSM specifies procedures for activities of reporting issuers (companies), the
publication of statements (reports) and the disclosure of information by managers and large
shareholders of the reporting issuer.� The purpose of the LRSM is the protection of investors'
interests and the ensuring of the transparency of the securities market in Armenia.� The LRSM
defines the concept of “reporting issuers,” i.e. the companies that are obliged to follow the
requirements of this law. In particular, it states that a company is considered to be a reporting
issuer if:�

�� any of its securities is registered with a stock exchange, or;
�� the company has 50 or more owners of company's securities and the company’s net assets

exceed the threshold set by the Securities Commission (Commission) of the RA.

JSCs that are listed on an Armenian stock exchange or companies that have 50 or more “owners
of securities” and net assets exceeding the threshold specified by the Commission are subject to
the regulations of the LRSM. In particular, a company has to file a registration statement with the
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Commission within 60 days after the number of registered owners of securities equals or exceeds
50 and the amount of net assets exceeds the threshold set by the Commission.� At the same time,
the LRSM allows for the reverse procedure, i.e. the termination of the registration. It can be done
if the number of owners of securities of the company becomes less than 50 or the amount of net
assets decreases below the threshold set by the Commission.��

Disclosure of Information by the Company

A reporting issuer is subject to disclosure requirements of the LRSM when the company:

�� issues shares and other securities to the public;��

�� is required to submit periodic reports to the Commission, its shareholders and the general
public.��

Prospectus

To issue shares and other securities to the public, a company must prepare a prospectus and must
submit to the Commission a securities registration statement. The LRSM regulates in detail both
the content of these documents and the procedure for their submission and registration. In
particular, the LRSM specifies that a prospectus must include information with respect to:��

�� the issuer (the company), its governance/management structure, managers, directors and
“significant owners of securities;”��

�� securities previously issued by the issuer;
�� financial situation of the issuer;
�� activities of the issuer;
�� securities to be issued.

Registration Statement

The LRSM specifies that a securities registration statement must include information on:��

�� names and compensation of members of the Board of Directors, the Executive Director, the
Chief Accountant, members of the Management Team of the company and “significant
owners of shares;”

�� officials of the company whose annual compensation exceeds 10,000 times the minimum
monthly wage (MMW);��

�� transaction(s) entered into by the issuer with a value that exceeds 10,000 times the MMW;
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�� stock options;
�� balance sheets, profit and loss statements, statements of changes in the capital for the last 3

years audited by an independent external auditor;
�� quarterly statements (reports) required by the Commission.

The Company is also required to register any “material changes”�� to the prospectus and the
registration statement.��

Periodic Reports

Reporting issuers are required to disclose financial information to the Commission, the company’s
shareholders and the general public. Every reporting issuer must submit to the Commission:��

�� all documents and information as specified by the Commission which are required for
registration statements and for keeping information accurate;

�� annual financial statement (verified by an independent external auditor);
�� quarterly financial statements.

Publication of Information

The LRSM specifies how a company must disclose information to:

�� the shareholders of the company;
�� the general public;
�� stock exchanges, when listed.

Companies with less than 500 shareholders must disclose information, documents and statements
to shareholders of the company in a manner and procedure specified by the Commission.��

Companies with 500 and more shareholders are obliged to publish information, documents and
statements to the general public in a manner and procedure specified by the Commission.�� If the
reporting issuer is listed on a stock exchange, it must provide information, documents and
statements also to the stock exchange regardless the number of shareholders of the company.��
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THE LAW OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA ON ACCOUNTING

Article 20. The composition of financial reports
The financial reports, with the exception of those of budget institutions, include:

a) The accounting balance, which characterizes the financial standing of the organization as of the
reporting date. The components of the accounting balance immediately pertaining to the
assessment of the financial standing are the assets, own capital and the liabilities

b) The report on the financial results, which characterizes the financial results of the operation of
the organization within the reporting period. The components in the report on the financial results
immediately pertaining to the operation are the incomes and expenses.

c) The reports on the cash flow, as well as other reports on changes in the financial standing
which reflect the changes in the components of the accounting balance sheet and the components
of the report on the financial results.

d) The footnotes attached to the accounting balance sheet and the report on financial results,
which disclose the accounting policies of the organization and, in accordance with the
requirements of accounting standards, supply additional information.

e) The audit conclusion affirming the trustworthiness of the financial reports, provided the
financial reports of the organization in question, pursuant to the legislation of the Republic of
Armenia, are subject to mandatory audit.
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With the Government Resolution 740, November 26, 1998 an Accounting Reform Program was
initiated to develop Armenian Accounting Standards (AAS) based on International Accounting
Standards (IAS). The last standard adopted was AAS40, on November 17, 2000. According to
resolution 740 OJSCs and state CJSCs are required to use these accounting standards and are
required to prepare Y2000 Financial Statements in accordance with AAS.
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The Law on Joint Stock Companies
Article 96. Accounting and Financial Statements

In compliance with the procedures defined by the law and other legislative acts, the Company
carries out the accounting and submits the financial and statistical statement. The Company
executive body is responsible for the organisation of submitting the Company accounting, its
status and verity, the annual statement, the financial and statistical statement, on a timely basis to
the state management bodies, as defined by the ROA legislative acts, as well as for ensuring the
accordance of the Company data provided to the Company shareholders, creditors and Mass
Media with the present Law and other legislative acts.

The verity of the annual statement, annual accounting balance, profit and loss statement being
submitted to the Company shareholders’ annual general meeting for approval, should be certified
by the conclusion of the Company Control Commission (Controller).
Before the publication in accordance with the present Law, Article 98, the above stated documents
should be checked and their verity should be certified by the person carrying out the audit and
lacking any common assets interest with the Company and the Company shareholders.

The Company annual statement is subject to the preliminary approval by the Company Board at
least 30 days before the date of holding the Company shareholders’ annual general meeting.

The data on the Company activity, which are not determined by the state statistical and financial
statement defined by the ROA legislative acts, are provided to the state management bodies at the
discretion of the Company.

Is this required by the company law, securities law, stock exchange regulation or other related
laws?

See above

Is this applied in practice?
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We are not aware of any company that has published an annual report except of commercial banks
in Armenia.

What are the enforcement procedures? Are there any sanctions (specify)?

The LRSM specifies duties of the managers of reporting issuers.�� It provides that managers of the
company are obliged to act in good faith and with reasonable care as if they are managing their
own business, as well as by making such decisions that, to the best of their opinion, are in the
interests of the company and its shareholders.��

Administrative Liability

The LRSM imposes on the managers of the Company additional administrative and civil liability.
The LRSM provides the possibility for the Commission to impose administrative sanctions on the
managers of the company. It can take the form of a warning or a fine.��

Civil Liability

Managers of the company who sign the prospectus, the registration statement of the company’s
securities, financial reports and other documents of the company that have been submitted to the
Commission and disclosed to the general public are subject to civil liability for distorting or
omitting any material information contained in these documents.�� The LRSM also provides that
the managers of a reporting issuer who voted for any decision that causes losses to the company
or who advised the company in violation of duties specified by Article 40 of the LRSM and
caused losses to the issuer are jointly and severally liable to the company.�� It is important to note
that any manager who directly or indirectly supervises any other manager who is subject to civil
liability is jointly and severally liable with that manager for any losses caused by the supervised
manager unless the supervising manager proves in the Court that he acted in good faith, that he
was not aware of the violation and that he immediately informed the Commission about the
violation.�� In these cases, the company and any shareholder of the company has the right to file a
claim against the managers of the company to recover losses caused to the company.��

Is consolidated financial reporting required for corporate groups? On what basis?
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Is this required by the company law, securities law, stock exchange regulation or other related
laws?

Is this applied in practice?

What are the enforcement procedures? Are there any sanctions (specify)?

Is the company required to include in annual reports :
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Company objectives and strategy?

OJSCs must publish annual statements using mass media available to shareholders.�� Although
the Civil Code defines that an annual report needs to be disclosed, it does not say how and what
needs to be disclosed.

Is this required by the company law, securities law, stock exchange regulation or other related
laws?

No

Is this applied in practice?
No

What are the enforcement procedures? Are there any sanctions (specify)?

The LRSM, which a maximum of 1,000,000 Drams per violation. Not enforced at this moment.

Major share ownership and voting rights?

No, voting rights are defined by legislation. The LRSM sets disclosure requirements for the
management and “owners of a large number of securities” of a company.�� The following persons
must file a statement with the Commission:��

�� any person who, as a result of one or several transactions, becomes “the owner of a large
number of securities” of a reporting issuer;

�� members of the Board of Directors, the Executive Director, members of the Management
Team, the Control Committee or other officials of a reporting issuer (such as directors of
branches and representative offices).

The statement must include:��

�� information about the person’s identity, occupation, position and citizenship;
�� the number of securities of the company of the same class owned by the person.

Within 15 days after the end of each month, these persons must file a statement with the
Commission when any changes have occurred during the reporting month. If there is no statement
filed, it is assumed that no changes have occurred.��
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Is this required by the company law, securities law, stock exchange regulation or other related
laws?

Is this applied in practice?

What are the enforcement procedures? Are there any sanctions (specify)?

Related party transactions (management’s direct or indirect interest in any material transaction to
which the company or any of its subsidiaries was or is to be a party)?

According to AAS 24 Related Party Disclosures

Financial Statements must include:

�� Nature of relationships where control exists, even if there were no transactions between the
related parties;

�� Nature and amount of transactions with related parties, grouped as appropriate.

The Board of Directors has the authority to enter into large transactions�� if at the date of the
transaction the market value of assets (related to the transaction) is not more than 50 percent of
the book value of the Company’s assets.�� Such a transaction requires the unanimous consent of
members of the Board of Directors present at the meeting of the Board of Directors. If the Board
of Directors cannot make a decision on such a large transaction, it may submit the issue for the
agenda of the General Meeting of Shareholders. In this case, the General Meeting of Shareholders
must make a decision with at least a simple majority vote of shareholders present at the Meeting.��

The General Meeting of Shareholders must approve large transactions if at the date of making the
decision to enter into the transaction the market value of the assets (related to the transaction) is
more than 50 percent of the book value of the Company’s assets.�� The General Meeting of
Shareholders makes a decision on these transactions by a three-fourths (3/4) majority vote of
shareholders present at the Meeting.��

An interested transaction refers to any transaction where a conflict of interest may occur between
the Company, its shareholders, directors and managers. The following parties can be recognized
as an interested party in a transaction:��

�� members of the Board of Directors of the Company;
�� the Executive Director, members of the Management Team and the Control Committee

(Controller) of the Company;
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�� a shareholder or a group of shareholders acting together that owns at least 20 percent of the
shares of the Company with voting rights;

�� spouses, parents, children, sisters and brothers of members of the Board of Directors, the
Executive Director, members of the Management Team, other managers and shareholders who
own at least 20 percent of the shares of the Company with voting rights, as well as parties
cooperating with individuals previously listed above.

Parties are considered to be interested if they:

�� act as a transacting party, participate in the transaction as an intermediary or participate as a
representative of a party;

�� own at least 20 percent of the voting stake in the transacting, intermediary or representative
Company, or;

�� hold a managerial or governance position in the transacting, intermediary or representative
Company.

For example, there is a transaction between Joint Stock Company A and Limited Liability
Company B. Company C acts as an intermediary in the transaction. In this case, the transaction is
considered interested when:

�� a member of the Board of Directors of Company A acts as a representative of Company B;
�� a shareholder who owns 25 percent of the voting shares of Company A is the Executive

Director of Company B;
�� the Executive Director of Company A owns 30 percent of the charter capital of Company C

(the intermediary).

Another example of an interested transaction would be when Company A enters into a contract to
lease its equipment to a member of the Board of Directors of Company A. In this case, the
director of Company A is a transacting party who has an interest in the transaction.

In Companies with fewer than 500 shareholders with voting rights, the decision to enter into
interested transactions must be made by a majority of members of the Board of
Directors present at the meeting of the Board of Directors who are not considered to be an
interested party.�� In Companies with 500 and more shareholders with voting rights, the decision
to enter into interested transactions must be made by a majority of independent members of the
Board of Directors present at the meeting of the Board of Directors.��

In order to make a decision on any interested transaction, the Board of Directors must
ensure that the Company:

�� receives payments that are not less than the market value of transferred
assets or provided services;

�� does not pay more than the market value of acquired assets or provided services.
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The General Meeting of Shareholders makes the decision whether to enter into an interested
transaction when:��

�� all members of the Board of Directors have been recognized as an interested party;
�� the market value of the transaction is more than 2 percent of the book value of the Company’s

assets;
�� one or more related transactions are carried out with the purpose of issuing shares with voting

rights and other securities convertible to shares with voting rights while the number of shares
is more than 2 percent of the number of previously issued shares of the Company.

Interested transactions must be approved by a simple majority vote of shareholders present at the
General Meeting of Shareholders who are not considered to be an interested party in the
transaction.��

An interested transaction does not require the approval of the General Meeting of Shareholders
when the transaction is:��

�� a loan to the Company (granted by an interested party);
�� conducted with a party in the ordinary course of business before this party becomes an

interested party.

Under these circumstances, the Board of Directors is authorized to approve interested
transactions.

The law requires Joint Stock Companies to disclose information on interested transactions in
order to avoid any conflicts of interest between the Company and those parties who are involved
in an interested transaction. Interested parties are required to disclose information to the Control
Committee (Controller), the Board of Directors and the independent external auditor. Interested
parties must disclose information regarding:��

�� legal entities (name and address) in which interested parties, independently or together with
other persons cooperating with interested parties, own 20 percent of the shares of the
Company with voting rights;

�� legal entities (name and address) in which interested parties hold managerial or governance
positions;

�� transactions (completed or pending) in which persons act as interested parties.

If the requirements of the law with respect to interested transactions are violated, the Court can
declare the transaction invalid. Interested parties are liable to the Company for the amount of
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losses caused to the Company as a result of an invalid transaction. If several persons are
responsible for losses, they are held jointly and severally liable.

Is this required by the company law, securities law, stock exchange regulation or other related
laws?

Is this applied in practice?

What are the enforcement procedures? Are there any sanctions (specify)?

The identity and the professional background of board members and key executives, and their
individual or collective remuneration?

Armenian Joint Stock Companies must maintain a list of individuals who are currently members
of the Board of Directors of the Company.�� The information must be made available upon the
request of shareholders of the Company and must include the following information:

�� first name, last name and date of birth of members;
�� office and home addresses and phone numbers of members;
�� educational background, current occupation and profession of members;
�� date when individuals became members of the Board of Directors;
�� date when individuals resigned from the Board of Directors;
�� number of terms members have served on the Board of Directors;
�� number of shares of the Company with voting rights that are owned by members of the Board

of Directors;
�� information on other legal entities where members of the Board of

Directors occupy a position as a member of the Board of Directors, the Executive Director or
a member of the Management Team;

�� other information specified by the Charter and the by-laws of the Company.

Shareholders have the right to receive a copy of the by-laws that regulate the procedures of the
Board of Directors if the Company has established these by-laws. The Company must provide a
copy of this document within 5 days of the request by shareholders. The Company may charge
shareholders for the expenses of copying and mailing this document.��
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Bonus
Disclosure of Corporate Governance Information is also Undeveloped in Europe
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����(��
����	���+�
�	��	���� �6�	���
����+�	������ has become a standard element of companies’
reporting practices in the UK since the publication of the Cadbury report in 1992. With the
introduction of the code of good corporate governance (the Olivencia report) and the Directives of
the Comision Nacional del Mercado de Valores (CNMV, Spanish Securities and Exchange
Commission) in 1998, more detailed information has also rapidly become available to
shareholders in Spain. Many Spanish companies disclose information on Board leadership
structures, the maximum age for Directors, the preparation of information for Directors, the
existence of an internal code of conduct of Directors and the number of outside Directors in the
Board. Although to a lesser extent, a similar development can be observed in Belgium.

Mission of
the Board

Board
leadership
structure

Board
compositio
n

Board
committee
mission
and
compositio
n

Compen-
sation

Corporate
governanc
e statement

Overall rating
on disclosure
(relative)

Belgium ++ + + + -- + ������
France +- - + + -- -- ������
Germany +- ++ + +- -- -- ������
Italy -- -- +- -- -- -- ������
The
Netherlands

+- ++ + +- -- -- ������

Spain + ++ ++ ++ -- + ������
Switzerland -- -- +- -- -- -- ������
UK + ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ������
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It is becoming an increasingly common practice for companies in the UK, Spain and Belgium to
include a corporate governance statement in annual reports. This statement is written by the Board
of Directors to inform shareholders of the main corporate governance practices of the company.
Companies in the Netherlands, France and Germany have not perceptively discovered the use of
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corporate governance statements. In Italy and Switzerland, most companies have not established a
tradition to disclose the corporate governance practices of their Boards in annual reports.

Ideally, a corporate governance statement includes the following information:

�� a description of the mission and activities of the Board of Directors;
�� the number, location and duration of meetings of the Board of Directors;
�� how often members of the Board of Directors have attended meetings;
�� the names of members who have attended less than half of the meetings of the Board of

Directors;
�� the number of meetings held with the management;
�� how members of the Board of Directors were informed of developments in the company and

what type of information they received from the management;
�� how many (overseas) on-site visits were conducted by members of the Board of Directors;
�� the leadership structure of the Board of Directors (if the Chairman of the Board of Directors is

an Executive Director or the CEO of the company);
�� how management is evaluated by the Board of Directors;
�� on what items the Board of Directors has voted secretly;
�� the composition of committees of the Board of Directors and a description of the activities of

these committees;
�� how often the Board of Directors has met with the independent external auditor;
�� the compensation received by members of the Board of Directors. Separate figures could be

given for salary and performance related elements of the compensation of members of the
Board of Directors;

�� whether members of the Board of Directors were reimbursed and paid for meetings they did
not attend;

�� the number of shares of the Company owned by members of the Board of Directors and the
number of shares they have bought from the Company;

�� the opinion of the Board of Directors on the internal control system of the Company.

Not surprisingly, if these practices do not exist in Europe and due to the absence of annual reports
in Armenia, we also do not have corporate governance statements available.

Is this required by the company law, securities law, stock exchange regulation or other related
laws?

Is this applied in practice?

What are the enforcement procedures? Are there any sanctions (specify)?



25

Directors’ and key executives’ ownership interest in company shares?

See 3.2

Is this required by the company law or by the stock exchange regulation?

Is this applied in practice?

What are the enforcement procedures? Are there any sanctions (specify)?

Material foreseeable risk factors (trends or uncertainties that are expected to have or have had a
material impact on the company)?

Is this required by the company law, securities law, stock exchange regulation or other related
laws?

Is this applied in practice?

What are the enforcement procedures? Are there any sanctions (specify)?

Material issues regarding employees and other stakeholders (management-employee relations,
business ethics, environment, or other public policy concerns)?

Is this required by the company law, securities law, stock exchange regulation or other related
laws?

Is this applied in practice?

What are the enforcement procedures? Are there any sanctions (specify)?

The governance / organisational structure of the company (i.e. key positions in the company)?
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Topic
Open Joint Stock
Companies

Closed Joint Stock
Companies References

Number
of shareholders

No limit Maximum of 25 LJSC, Chapter 1, Article
8, Clause 3

Minimum
charter capital

1,000 times the minimum
monthly wage on the date
of State registration
of the Company
(currently 1,000,000 AMD)

100 times the minimum
monthly wage on the date
of State registration
of the Company
(currently 100,000 AMD)

LJSC, Chapter 3, Article
33, Clause 3

Issuance
of shares

Open subscription. A closed
subscription is permitted if
the Charter does not restrict
the issuance of shares
through a closed
subscription

The Company can distribute
its shares only among foun-
ders or other previously
specified groups of persons.
The Company cannot issue
shares through an open
subscription and cannot offer
its shares to an unlimited
number of persons

CC, Chapter 5 Articles
107 and 108; LJSC,
Chapter 1, Article 8,
Clauses 2 and 3

Registration
of shares

Mandatory registration
with Securities Market
Inspectorate

Is not mandatory Law on the Circulation
of Securities, Article 7;
Government Decree #
140, 1999

Shareholder
Register

Must be maintained by the
Central Depositary of
Armenia

May be maintained by the
Company or by the Central
Depositary of Armenia

LJSC, Chapter 6, Article
54, Clause 2; Government
Decree # 211, 1999

Transferability
of shares

No restrictions. The consent
of other shareholders is not

Restricted. The consent of
other shareholders is

CC, Chapter 5, Article
107, Clause 1; CC,
Chapter 5, Article 109,
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required required Clause 1; LJSC, Chapter
1, Article 8, Clauses 2 and
3

Board
of Directors

Is mandatory for a Company
with over 50 shareholders

Is not mandatory CC, Chapter 5, Article
115, Clause 2

Disclosure
of information

The Company must publish
an annual report, balance
sheet and profit and loss
statement

The Company must publish
an annual report, balance
sheet and profit and loss
statement if the Company
issues bonds or other
securities to the general
public. Otherwise, there are
no disclosure requirements

CC, Chapter 5, Article
107, Clause 2; CC,
Chapter 5, Article 108,
Clause 3; LJSC, Chapter
13, Article 98

Annual
independent
audit

Mandatory for the review of
information that must be
disclosed

Not mandatory unless
the Company issues bonds
or other securities
to the general public

CC, Chapter 5, Article
115,

Clause 5; LJSC, Chapter
13, Article 96, Clause 2

�
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Is this required by the company law, securities law, stock exchange regulation or other related
laws?

Is this applied in practice?

What are the enforcement procedures? Are there any sanctions (specify)?

2.9 An analysis of the company’s operational results?

Should be 3.9!

Is this required by the company law, securities law, stock exchange regulation or other related
laws?

Is this applied in practice?

What are the enforcement procedures? Are there any sanctions (specify)?

Is the company required to disclose extraordinary developments affecting the company (i.e.
mergers/acquisitions, resignation of key executives, filing for bankruptcy, etc.)

What accounting standards are used?

                                                     
��� ���������	� �	(������������,�	��+�6���� �	� ����������	������
��(�����������	����+��������������"������������������	�
���	��
��

��
�����������



28

Armenian Accounting Standards (AAS) based on International Accounting Standards.

4.1 Are companies required to prepare accounts in accordance with local or recognised
International Accounting Standards (specify)?

OJSCs and State CJSCs should use AAS and prepare financial statements in accordance with
accounting standards requirements (as of fiscal year 2000).

Government Resolution 740 requires the application of AAS.

Should be 5.1

Is this required by the company law, securities law, stock exchange regulation or other related
laws?

Is this applied in practice?

What are the enforcement procedures? Are there any sanctions (specify)?

4.2 What are the major differences between the local and International Accounting Standards?

AAS were developed on bases of IAS and the differences are insignificant.

Should be 5.2

4.3 What are, in your opinion,  the major deficiencies of the local accounting standards?

Should be 5.3

4.4 Is there a programme for implementing IAS (specify)?

USAID and SIBLY International were involved in the development of an Accounting Reform
Project in Armenia. A component of the program was the formation of the Association of
Accountants & Auditors of Armenia (AAAA). The AAAA plays a leading role in bringing
uniformity into Armenian accounting practices through education and training. A draft of a
government resolution allows AAAA to certify professional accountants and auditors.

Should be 5.4

5.    Are the annual accounts required to be audited? If so how frequently and by whom?
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Should be 6

Is this required by the company law, securities law, stock exchange regulation or other related
laws?

Is this applied in practice?

What are the enforcement procedures? Are there any sanctions (specify)?

6.    What is the role of the board of directors in ensuring that the company complies with
financial and non-financial disclosure requirements?

The Board of Directors plays an important role in the general oversight of the management and
the internal organization of the Company. It has the authority to:

�� (�6����� ,�5����� �+� ���� �������� ��
��(�� � ������ ����� ����� ,�� ���	�6�(� ,�� ���� ;���	��
������ ��+�"��	����(�	��

�� ���	�6�������(������	���6����(��	 ���@����������	�
��	���+���������������

�� ����,�����,	��
������(�	��	��������6���++�
�����

�� ���	�6����������������	��������,�( ����+���������������

The Executive Director and the Management Team of the Company are responsible for the
preparation of the financial statements of the Company. The Board of Directors verifies the
annual financial statements of the Company before the General Meeting of Shareholders approves
them. The Board of Directors verifies the annual financial statements of the Company at least 30
days before the General Meeting of Shareholders.��

�������
����������	��������������������	������


Authority Conditions References

Determination of the
Company’s main direction

LJSC, Chapter 11, Article 87,
Clause 1, Section A

Approval of the annual
operational budget of the
Company

Can be delegated to management
body by the Charter or by
decision of the General Meeting
of Shareholders (GMS) if the
Company does not have a Board
of Directors

LJSC, Chapter 11, Article 87,
Clause 1, Section W

Establishment of branches and If delegated by the Charter or by LJSC, Chapter 10, Article 70,
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representative offices decision of the GMS Clause 1, Section U; LJSC, Chapter
11, Article 87, Clause 1, Section R

Approval of the Company’s
by-laws (except by-laws on the
GMS)

Can be delegated to the
management body by the Charter
or by decision of the GMS if the
Company does not have a Board
of Directors

LJSC, Chapter 11, Article 87,
Clause 1, Section P

Approval of the administrative
and organizational
structure of the Company

Can be delegated to the manage-
ment body by the Charter or by
decision of the GMS if the
Company does not have a Board
of Directors

LJSC, Chapter 11, Article 87,
Clause 1, Section V

Organizing and holding the
Annual GMS

LJSC, Chapter 10, Article 73,
Clause 3; LJSC, Chapter 10, Article
74; LJSC, Chapter 10, Article 75,
Clause 4;
LJSC, Chapter 10, Article 76;
LJSC, Chapter 11, Article 87,
Clause 1, Sections B, C and D

Calling and holding an
Extraordinary GMS

LJSC, Chapter 10, Article 77;
LJSC, Chapter 11, Article 87,
Clause 1, Section B

Verification of the annual
financial statement before
submitting to the GMS

LJSC, Chapter 13, Article 96,
Clause 3

Proposals on the size and
distribution of dividends

LJSC, Chapter 11, Article 87,
Clause 1, Section M

Appointment, dismissal,
compensation and
reimbursement of members of
the executive body

If delegated by the Charter to the
Board of Directors

CC, Chapter 5, Article 115, Clause
1, Section 3; LJSC, Chapter 11,
Article 87, Clause 1, Section J

Preparing proposals on the
compensation and reimburse-
ment of members of the Control
Committee (Controller)

LJSC, Chapter 11, Article 87,
Clause 1, Section K

Determination of the
remuneration of the
independent external auditor

LJSC, Chapter 11, Article 87,
Clause 1, Section L

Issuance of bonds and other
securities

If the Charter does not provide
otherwise

LJSC, Chapter 3, Article 42, Clause
1; LJSC, Chapter 11, Article 87,
Clause 1, Section G

Determination of the market
value of assets

LJSC, Chapter 7, Article 62; LJSC,
Chapter 11, Article 87, Clause 1,
Section H

Acquisition of shares and other
securities

LJSC, Chapter 11, Article 87,
Clause 1, Section I

Use of the Company's reserve
fund

LJSC, Chapter 11, Article 87,
Clause 1, Section O

Entering into large and
interested transactions

LJSC, Chapter 8, Article 64; LJSC,
Chapter 11, Article 87, Clause 1,
Section T; LJSC, Chapter 9, Article
67, Clauses 1,2 and 4; LJSC,
Chapter 11, Article 87, Clause 1,
Section U
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Should be 7

Is this required by the company law, securities law, stock exchange regulation or other related
laws?

Is this applied in practice?

What are the enforcement procedures? Are there any sanctions (specify)?

7.    What is the role of the management in ensuring that the company complies with financial and
non-financial disclosure requirements?

Should be 8

Is this required by the company law, securities law, stock exchange regulation or other related
laws?

Is this applied in practice?

What are the enforcement procedures? Are there any sanctions (specify)?
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8.    Are auditors required to be independent (e.g. no material relationships with the company
including other fee-generating activities)?
       If so, how  is independence defined? Who appoints the auditor?

Should be 9

The independent external auditor can be any natural person (or legal entity) who has a license for
this activity granted by the appropriate State agencies. The external auditor must be independent
of the Company and its management and should not have any financial interest in the Company.��

The Chairman of the Board of Directors normally signs the contract with the external auditor
while the General Meeting of Shareholders approves the contract by a majority vote of
shareholders present at the Meeting. The Charter can provide for a greater number of votes
necessary to appoint an independent external auditor.�� A shareholder (or a group of shareholders)
owning at least 10 percent of the charter capital can invite an independent external auditor without
the approval of the General Meeting of Shareholders.��

Is this required by the company law, securities law, stock exchange regulation or other related
laws?

Is this applied in practice?

What are the enforcement procedures? Are there any sanctions (specify)?

9.    Are auditors liable (i.e. responsible) for negligence or other wrongdoing (specify)?

According to Government Resolution 782, 9 December 1998, Audit Certification Procedure and
Charter of Audit, Article 4, clause 34 Auditor could be liable for negligence.

Should be 10

Is this required by the company law, securities law, stock exchange regulation or other related
laws?

Is this applied in practice?

What are the enforcement procedures? Are there any sanctions (specify)?

Who has the right to seek redress (i.e. shareholders, managers, the state, or other stakeholders)?

10.  Does the legal framework require companies to disclose to a specific range of users (i.e.
SROs, shareholders, securities regulators,
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       etc.)? If so, does the legal framework distinguish what information must be disclosed to
specific users and when this information
       must be disclosed?

Should be11

Is this required by the company law, securities law, stock exchange regulation or other related
laws?

Is this applied in practice?

What are the enforcement procedures? Are there any sanctions (specify)?

11.  Do all shareholders receive a copy of the annual report and accounts or are they able to obtain
them upon request?

The AGM has the right to approve the annual report, balance sheets, profit and loss statements
and the allocation of profits and losses of the Company. "��	����(�	�� ����� ,�� �	�6�(�(� ����
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Should be 12

Is this required by the company law, securities law, stock exchange regulation or other related
laws?

Is this applied in practice?

What are the enforcement procedures? Are there any sanctions (specify)?

12.  What are the channels of disclosure (i.e. dissemination through the press, over the internet,
through the postal system)? Which are the
        most used?

Should be 13

Is this required by the company law, securities law, stock exchange regulation or other related
laws?

Is this applied in practice?

What are the enforcement procedures? Are there any sanctions (specify)?
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D- What are the training needs and existing training facilities for accountants and auditors?

Does  the legal and regulatory framework specify the qualifications or recognition criteria that an
accountant must satisfy in order to be certified as a public accountant?

The accountant responsible for the publication of financial statements must be certified by the
State Accountancy Regulating Agency.�� Certified must pass AAAA exams (a total of 14 exams),
which are based on a certification program of the Association of Certified and Chartered
Accountants UK (ACCA)

The Certification Program designed for AAAA and the ACCA includes theoretical and practical
courses. To receive AAAA certification, it is necessary to pass exams on the following topics:

1.� Accounting Framework;
2.� Legal Framework;
3.� Management Information;
4.� Organizational Framework;
5.� Information Analysis;
6.� Audit Framework;
7.� Tax Framework;
8.� Managerial Finance;
9.� Information for control and decision making;
10.�Accounting and Audit Practice;
11.�Tax Planning;
12.�Management and Strategy;
13.�Financial Reporting Environment;
14.�Financial Strategy.

To certify as a Certified Auditor/ Certified Accountant (CA), it is necessary to pass the AAAA 1-
14 exams and to meet other requirements of the AAAA.

To certify as a Certified Accountant/ Technician (CAT), it is necessary to pass the AAAA 1-8
exams and to meet other requirements of the AAAA.

To certify as a Certified Bookkeeper (CB), it is necessary to pass the AAAA 1-4 exams and to
meet other requirements of the AAAA.

Does company law or other laws and regulations specify the qualifications or recognition criteria
that an auditor must satisfy in order to be able to conduct a statutory audit?

Are there sufficient training facilities for accountants and auditors (specify)?

Do local auditors have sufficient training and resources to conduct audits according to
internationally used  auditing standards? Are they sufficiently familiar with International
Accounting Standards? If so, how do they gain such knowledge and experience?
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There is a draft of a Government Resolution, which aims to adopt Auditing Standards, which are
based on International Auditing Standards.

There are local branches of International Auditing Firms, which can conduct audit according to
IAA.

Do companies have a dedicated accounting department? If so, does this department employ
certified accountants? Who supervises the work of the accounting department?

Local Companies used to have accounting department, but there are no sufficient certified
accountants in the country.

Do internal accountants have sufficient training and resources to prepare annual accounts
according to International Accounting Standards?

Not at this moment.

7.    What is the total number of certified accountants? How many accountants are certified
yearly?

8.     How many certified accountants engage in auditing functions on a full-time basis? (i.e. what
is the total number of licensed auditors?)

According to AAAA data, there are 119 certified auditors in armenia.

E- Can you describe one or several cases involving major violations of disclosure requirements?
(i.e. denied access to information; accounting manipulation; non disclosure of required strategic
information; etc.). What enforcement actions were taken in each case?

No enforcement in this country.

F- What are from your point of view the impediments and deterrents to full disclosure by
companies?

No incentives and no enforcement.

G- Please add any relevant information that has not been covered by the above questionnaire.

This survey is missing an important aspect of corporate governance and the disclosure of
information: the role of the control committee. Please be advised that the control committee,
besides the AGM, is the most important body as defined by legislation in Armenia to check the
information disclosed by the company.
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Under Armenian law, it is mandatory for Joint Stock Companies to have a Control Committee or
a Controller.�� The Control Committee is an independent body of the Company that inspects the
financial and economic activities of the Company. A Controller can perform the duties of the
Control Committee when the Company has fewer than 50 shareholders with voting rights.��

The law specifies the following functions of the Control Committee:��

�� reviewing the financial and economic activities of the Company;
�� ensuring compliance of documents and decisions of the Company with Armenian legislation

and the Charter of the Company.
�� The Control Committee undertakes an audit at least once a year. In addition, the Committee

can undertake extraordinary audits:
�� on its own initiative;
�� upon the decision of the General Meeting of Shareholders;
�� at the request of the Board of Directors, or;
�� at the request of a shareholder or a group of shareholders owning at least 10 percent of the

shares of the Company with voting rights.��

The Control Committee ensures that the Company’s financial reporting system is accurate and
that it presents a true picture of the financial strengths and weaknesses of the Company. The
Control Committee oversees the total audit of the Company’s financial processes, including the
internal control system and the use of generally accepted accounting principles. The Control
Committee also helps to prevent fiscal mismanagement and fraudulent financial reporting by the
Board of Directors, the Executive Director and the Management Team of the Company.

In order to execute its functions, the Control Committee has the authority to:

�� check the founders’ report presented during the Constituent Meeting of Shareholders;��

�� oversee the implementation of all decisions made by the General Meeting of Shareholders, the
Board of Directors, the Executive Director and the Management Team of the Company;

�� call Extraordinary Meetings of Shareholders;��

�� check the accuracy of information presented in financial reports and other documents of the
Company;

�� invite experts such as the independent external auditor appointed by the General Meeting of
Shareholders;

�� call a meeting of the Board of Directors to discuss any issue that is of
interest to the Control Committee.��
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The Charter of the Company can further specify the authority of the Control Committee.

The Control Committee reports directly to the General Meeting of Shareholders. The Control
Committee presents its conclusion on the Company’s annual financial report, the balance sheet,
the financial reporting system and the Company’s financial strengths and weaknesses to the
General Meeting of Shareholders in a written report. The report includes:��

�� an analysis of the Company’s financial activities;
�� an analysis of the financial resources (funds) of the Company and the way the resources are

used by the Board of Directors, the Executive Director and the Management Team;
�� a statement that information provided in financial reports of the Company is accurate and

reliable;
�� a statement that financial reports have been compiled and written in compliance with

Armenian legislation and the Charter of the Company;
�� a statement that decisions of the General Meeting of Shareholders, the Board of Directors, the

Executive Director and the Management Team have been made in compliance with Armenian
legislation and the Charter of the Company;

�� any other relevant information.

The General Meeting of Shareholders cannot approve the annual financial report of the Company
without the report of the Control Committee.��

Composition of the Control Committee

As a general rule, members of the Control Committee should be chosen based on their financial
expertise and understanding of the business in which the Company is engaged. The minimum
number of members of the Control Committee and their terms in office is specified by law, by
decision of the General Meeting of Shareholders and by the Charter of the Company. Armenian
law specifies that:

�� members of the Control Committee must be shareholders of the Company who have a full
dispositive capacity;

�� the Control Committee must have a minimum of three members;��

�� members of the Control Committee cannot be a member of the Board of Directors or a
member of any executive body of the Company.

Shareholders (or a group of shareholders) who have at least 2 percent of the shares of the
Company with voting rights have the right to propose candidates for the Control Committee.��

Members of the Control Committee are elected for a period of 3 years by a simple majority vote
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of shareholders present at the General Meeting of Shareholders. The Charter can provide for a
greater number of votes necessary to elect members of the Control Committee.��

In Companies with more than 25 shareholders with voting rights, members of the Board of
Directors, the Executive Director and members of the Management Team who are shareholders of
the Company cannot vote on the election of members of the Control Committee.��

The Chairman of the Control Committee is elected by a simple majority vote of members of the
Control Committee.

The Charter and the by-laws of the Company can provide additional requirements for members of
the Control Committee.

The authority of members of the Control Committee can be terminated by a simple majority vote
of shareholders present at the General Meeting of Shareholders. The Charter can provide for a
greater number of votes necessary to terminate the authority of members of the Control
Committee.��

In Companies with more than 25 shareholders with voting rights, members of the Board of
Directors, the Executive Director and members of the Management Team cannot vote on the
termination of the authority of members of the Control Committee.

The Board of Directors is responsible for the development of procedures and terms related to the
compensation and reimbursement of members of the Control Committee. The General Meeting of
Shareholders must approve these.��
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