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● Earnings distribution for individuals with 
different educational levels

● Non-economic outcomes of education

● Participation of labour force members in 
continuing education and training

● Student learning time out of school

● Public and private schools performance

● Secondary school systems policy and 
practices to differentiate among students 
and the impact of these on outcomes

OVER HALF OF YOUNG PEOPLE 
in OECD countries will study for 
a university-level qualifi cation during 
their lifetimes
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The 2005 edition of Education at a Glance: OECD Indicators provides a rich, comparable 
and up-to-date array of indicators on the performance of education systems. In doing so, 
it represents the consensus of professional thinking on how to measure the current state of 
education internationally.

The indicators look at who participates in education, what is spent on it and how education 
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of outcomes ranging from comparisons of student performance in key subject areas to the 
impact of education on earnings and adults’ chances of employment.
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> A CHILD AT THE AGE OF 5 in the OECD area can 
generally now expect to undertake between 16 and 
21 years of education during his or her lifetime.

> GIRLS ARE COMPLETING both upper secondary 
and tertiary education at faster rates than boys, yet 
remain less likely to study maths or sciences.

> FOREIGN STUDENT INTAKE in OECD countries 
increased by 11.5% between 2002 and 2003.

> OVER HALF OF FUNDING for tertiary education 
comes from private sources in Australia, Japan, 
Korea and the US, compared to less than 5% in 
Denmark, Finland, Greece and Norway.
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