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The manual is the product of the Taskforce on the Manual for the Eurostat-OECD PPP Programme. The
Taskforce was set up by Eurostat towards the end of 2002 with a view to producing the methodological
manual required by the proposed regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning
the production of purchasing power parities. It was chaired by Silke Stapel (Eurostat) and its principal
members were Balazs Gyorffy (Hungary), Francette Koechlin (OECD), Gérard Lalau (Belgium), José
Mouronho (Portugal), Jarko Pasanen (Eurostat), Zdenka Repotocénik (Slovenia), David Roberts (OECD)
and Sergey Sergeev (Austria).

The Taskforce met five times between January 2003 and July 2004: Luxembourg (27-28 January 2003),
Ljubljana (5-6 June 2003), Vienna (22-23 October 2003), Lisbon (8-10 March 2004) and Budapest (19-
21 July 2004). The meetings were hosted respectively by Eurostat, the Statistical Office of the Republic
of Slovenia, Statistics Austria, the National Institute of Statistics of Portugal and the Hungarian Central
Statistical Office.

Countries participating in the Programme received preliminary versions of individual chapters and
annexes between March and September 2004. They were presented with the first complete version of
the manual at the Eurostat PPP Working Party that was held in Luxembourg on 31 January 2005. On
both occasions countries were invited to comment on the manual and this, the final version, has
benefited greatly from their comments.

The manual was drafted within the Statistics Directorate of the OECD by David Roberts with assistance

from Francette Koechlin and Paul Schreyer. Eurostat funded the Taskforce. It also provided a grant to
the OECD to part finance the drafting of the manual.



