
DID
YOU
KNOW ?

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT

www.oecd.org/env/countryreviews/china

Topics covered:

● Context

● Environment Management: Air, 
Water and Waste Management

● Nature and Biodiversity 
Management

● Environmental-Economic 
Integration

● Environmental-Social Interface

● International Co-operation

CHINA’S ENERGY CONSUMPTION 
will double during the period 
2000-2020, even if energy 
efficiency is improved by 50%. 

OECD Environmental Performance Reviews

CHINA

This book is part of the OECD Environmental Performance Reviews Programme which 
conducts peer reviews of environmental conditions and progress in each member country. 
It scrutinises efforts to meet both domestic objectives and international commitments. 
The analyses presented are supported by a broad range of economic and environmental 
data and lead to recommendations for further environmental and sustainable development 
progress.

A first cycle of Environmental Performance Reviews, covering all member countries, was 
completed in 2000. The second cycle focuses on environmental management, sustainable 
development and international commitments.

> SINCE 1995 China has made greater reductions to 
production and consumption of ozone-depleting 
substances than any other country, though it 
remains the world’s principal user and producer 
of these substances.

> THE FORESTED AREA OF CHINA is increasing, and 
now covers 20% of total land area.

> PRIVATE CAR OWNERSHIP in 2003 amounted to 
only 1 car per 100 people. However, this is on the 
increase, and vehicle traffi c is already the principal 
source of urban air pollution in China.

> ABOUT 70 MILLION PEOPLE in China are drinking 
groundwater of poor quality, leading to diseases 
such as chronic arsenic poisoning and chloride 
poisoning.
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