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Introduction: DAC members’ aid performance in 2007
In 2007, total net official development assistance (ODA) from members of the

Development Assistance Committee (DAC) was USD 103.5 billion. This represents a drop

from 0.31% of their combined gross national income in 2006 to 0.28% in 2007, or a fall of

8.5% in real terms.

ODA had been exceptionally high in 2005 (USD 107.1 bi l l ion)  and 2006

(USD 104.4 billion), due to large Paris Club debt relief operations for Iraq and Nigeria. Debt

relief diminished in 2007 to USD 9 billion as the Paris Club operations tapered off.

Excluding debt relief grants, DAC members’ net ODA rose slightly by 2%. This is a truer

reflection of the underlying trend in aid flows.

Figure 6.1 shows the impact of debt relief on net ODA in 2005 and 2006. It also shows a

small increase in humanitarian aid in 2005 as special assistance was provided in the wake

of the Indian Ocean tsunami and earthquake in Pakistan. Bilateral development projects

and programmes dipped slightly in 2006 but were on the rise again in 2007, indicating that

donors are gradually scaling up their core aid programmes.

Donor performance

The largest donors in 2007, by volume, were the United States, followed by Germany,

France, the United Kingdom and Japan. Five countries exceeded the United Nations target

of 0.7% of GNI: Denmark, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway and Sweden.

Figure 6.1. Components of DAC donors’ net ODA

1 2 http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/520131332628

Source: OECD, "Aid Targets Slipping out of Reach?", November 2008, www.oecd.org/dataoecd/47/25/41724314.pdf.
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