
DAC Members’ net ODA 1990 – 2005 and  
DAC Secretariat simulation of net ODA in 2006 and 2010 
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On the assumption that the major OECD donors deliver on their public statements, the 
latest simulation by the DAC Secretariat indicates that Official Development Assistance 
from the main OECD donors will increase by USD dollars 50 billion in round numbers. 
 
This would take ODA from a little under USD 80 billion in 2004 to approaching 
USD 130 billion in 2010 (at 2004 prices and exchange rates). 
 
The sharpest percentage increase is likely to be in Africa, to the tune of an additional 
USD 25 billion, taking the level of aid to that continent alone to around USD 50 billion in 
2010. Already, several OECD countries have announced that they will double their own 
aid to Africa over the next few years. 
 
In other words we can expect to see the largest expansion in ODA as measured by the 
OECD DAC since the committee was formed in 1960, even though as a proportion of 
Gross National Income, the level in 2010 (0.36% for OECD DAC members as a whole) 
remains well below the level of over 0.50% achieved in the early years of the 
Committee’s existence. 
 
These figures are impressive, but they do need to be treated with some caution. For 
many donors they imply that aid will be perhaps the most rapidly rising element of public 
spending year after year. Given the pressures on public budgets in many OECD 
countries, delivering such increases will be a challenge 
 
 
www.oecd.org/dac/stats/ 
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