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Draft Programme:

Introduction and Objectives 

The first international discussions concerning the safety of unconfined uses of transgenic organisms occurred during the mid-1980s in the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD).  The publication of the OECD’s Recombinant DNA Safety Considerations (Blue Book) in 1986 was an important synthesis of the proactive approaches to evaluating transgenic organisms by governments, scientists and other stakeholders and was the first intergovernmental document which addressed the environmental safety of transgenic organisms.  The main objectives of this workshop are: 1) to discuss the history and evolution of the conceptual framework for the evaluation of transgenic plant products in the environment and OECD’s role in the development of that framework;  2) to discuss the current contribution of OECD’s Working Group for the Harmonization of Regulatory Oversight in Biotechnology to risk/ safety assessment practice; and 3) to discuss current risk assessment issues and needs and the future role of OECD. 
Workshop Chair: Sally McCammon (United States)
Rapporteurs: Peter Kearns and Masatoshi Kobayashi (OECD Secretariat)

Workshop Opening

9:00
Welcoming Remarks: Representative of the Government of Korea
9:10
Opening Remarks: The OECD Working Group for the Harmonization of Regulatory Oversight in Biotechnology:  Sally McCammon (United States)
Part I: The Foundation of Risk/ Safety Assessment

Chair: Ervin Balazs (Hungary)
9:20
Basic framework for  risk assessment for transgenic plants from the OECD: Hans Bergmans (The Netherlands)
9:50
The impact of the OECD on the development of national/ international risk assessment frameworks: Helmut Gaugitsch (Austria)

10:20
Coffee break

10: 40
Discussion of conceptual basis of risk/safety assessment 
Part II. Current Practices for Risk/ Safety Assessment

Chair: Joachim Schiemann (Germany)
11:30
Current activities in OECD for risk/safety assessment: Stephen Yarrow (Canada)
12:00
Discussion of current technical projects for risk/safety assessment
12:30
Lunch break

14:00
Perspective on OECD activities from a non-member country: Yufa Peng (China)
14:20
Perspective on OECD activities from a non-member country: Atanas Atanassov (Bulgaria)

14:40
Perspective of OECD activities from a product developer: Terry Medley (OECD Business Industry Advisory Committee)

15:10
Discussion of the need for and usefulness of technical documents and agreements to non-member countries and to product developers
15:45
Coffee break
Part III. Potential Way Forward for Risk/ Safety Assessment Issues

Chair: Helmut Gaugitsch (Austria)
16:15
Current and future issues in risk/ safety assessment - the continuing contribution of OECD: Sally McCammon (United States)
16:45 
Panel Discussion of technical and scientific issues facing regulators, risk assessors and product developers

Panel Members: (6 people)
Barbara Schaal (United States)
Kenichi Hayashi (Japan)


Mark Tepfer (International Society for Biosafety Research)

Terry Medley (OECD Business Industry Advisory Committee)


+ 2 people (TBA)
18:00
Closing Remarks: Sally McCammon (United States)
