
1KENYA AND THE EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY   

Introduction….

HARMONIZATION OF 
STANDARDS IN THE EAC 

REGION   

Mrs. Evah Oduor 

Director Standards and Trade 



2KENYA AND THE EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY   

INTRODUCTION 

Kenya 

Regional trade agreements – Kenya and the
East African Community

Kenya is a member of the East African 
Community Region which consist of 5 partner 
states (Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, Uganda and 
Tanzania)
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EAC - STANDARDS, QUALITY ASSURANCE, METROLOGY AND TESTING ACT

In 2006 the East African Community
enacted the

East African Community
Standardization, Quality Assurance,
Metrology and Testing Act (EAC SQMT
Act, 2006)
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EAC SQMT ACT, 2006  

The purpose of the act 

An Act of the Community to make provision 
for ensuring standardization, quality 
assurance, metrology and testing of 
products produced or traded in the 
Community in order to facilitate industrial 
development and trade; to make provision 
for ensuring the protection of the health and 
safety of society and the environment in the 
Community; to establish the East African 
Standards Committee and East African 
Accreditation Board; and to provide for 
related matters
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OBLIGATION OF THE PARTNER STATES  

What is required of each partner state? 

National Standards Body 

National Metrology Institute 

National legal metrology department 

National Accreditation Body /Focal Point 

The institutions designated above may be a 
single institution combining a number of 
responsibilities, or two or more institutions
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THE STATUS    

Over 600 East African Standards (EAS) 
have been harmonized 

Conformity assessment procedures 
have been harmonized 

Recognition of partner state quality 
marks
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BENEFITS OF ACT 

Sharing of information and dealing with 
TBT issues in a more coordinated way 

The region has definitely experienced 
growth in trade 

The number of TBTs being reported 
has reduced since now there is 
harmonized system

Reduction of delays at the points of 
entry at the border posts.
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CHALLENGES   

All is not perfect 

What are the challenges? 

The development of the quality infrastructure 
in the partner states is at different levels some 
more advanced than the others 

The availability of accredited laboratories  is 
limited 

Accredited laboratories may have very limited 
scope of testing

Conformity assessment thus becomes 
challenged. 
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Thank you for your attention


