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Countries Response Rate to FAO questionnaires for 2007 data
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Europe 66% 78% 71% 64% 71% 43%

Asia and Pacific 63% 35% 32% 33% 43% 10%

Americas 38% 51% 17% 28% 40% 15%

Africa 34% 45% 13% 13% 25% 22%

Near East 37% 37% 37% 26% 16%

Oceania 15%
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 WHY THE GLOBAL STRATEGY? 

DECLINING CAPACITY TO PROVIDE CORE DATA OVER THE LAST 20 YEARS 
More than 40% of countries in developing regions were NOT able to 

respond to FAO questionnaires for basic data items 



WHY THE GLOBAL STRATEGY? 

Less than 50% of core data items were from official sources 
in African countries 
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Inadequate timeliness, coverage and reliability of 
agricultural, rural and environmental statistics 

5 5 5 WHY THE GLOBAL STRATEGY? 
 

Most recent data in global data bases are several years 
old 

ωUncertainty in food security statistics, food balances, etc 

Reliability of core data below standard in many 
developing countries 

ωWeakness of data on numbers of farms, agricultural households, rural 
households, and their characteristics 

ωNo capability  to link the welfare of rural and agricultural households 
with agricultural  production,  and land use 

Most data sets are limited to production related items 



WHY THE GLOBAL STRATEGY? 

Without timely and reliable data it is not possible to anticipate shocks, and respond 
to policy questions such as: 

VMarket price volatility and early warning and other data needed to 
anticipate shocks 

VDesigning evidence-based food and agricultural development policies  

VSupport to investment decisions 

VMonitoring implementation, measuring impact  

VFood Security: data for food balance sheet, number of undernourished 
etc 

VFactors that contribute most to growth in rural household incomeð
that from agriculture or non agricultural activities 

VImpact of deforestation on rural and agricultural household income 

VAre policies to increase agricultural productivity effective? 

VHow does growth in agricultural output affect poverty? 

Vetc.. 

 
 



7 GLOBAL STRATEGY TO IMPROVE AGRICULTURAL 
AND RURAL STATISTICS 

ÅIn 2009, United Nations Statistical Commission (UNSC): mandated FAO 

and WB to develop the Global Strategy with a group of 10 countries lead by 

Brazil (Friends of the Chair Group)      

ÅStrong support from EUROSTAT and USDA (NASS and ERS) 
 

 

ÅMore recently, the G20 meeting in Paris in June 2011 recommended to 
ñsupport the Global Strategy to Improve Agriculture and Rural Statistics 
and invite international organizations to create synergies between this 
Global Strategy and AMIS (Agricultural Marketing Information System)ò 

 



PROCESS, PURPOSE AND PILLARS OF THE GLOBAL STRATEGY 

ÅDeveloped through an extensive 

consultation process (UNSC, ISI, 
FAO Conference, FAO Regional 
Commissions etc.) 

ÅEndorsed by the United Nations 

Statistical Commission at its 41st 
Session in 2010 

ÅProvides conceptual framework to 

meet emerging requirementsð 

ÅThree Pillars 

 
1. Minimum set of core data-

economic-social-environmental 

2. Integration of agriculture into 

national system 

ÅDeveloping a Master Sample Frame 

ÅIntegrating survey and data systems 

ÅIntegrating survey and data systems 

3. Sustainability through governance, 
capacity building 



9 OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES 

OPPORTUNITIES 

ÅGrowing demand for reliable and timely data on food and agriculture sector 

ÅStronger partnership at all levels 

ÅAvailability of digital, information and communication, technology, handheld 

geo-referencing devices, portable data capture and processing facilities, 

more accessible and better quality satellite images etc  

ÅNational Strategy for Development of Statistics (NSDS) process for 

integration of agriculture 

-Good country practices that can be shared and on-going methodological 

developments 

 

CHALLENGES 

ÅIntegrate agriculture into National Statistical System 

ÅRebuild/Strengthen statistical capacity (technical and institutional 

capacity) 

- Statistical methodology for new technology (RS, GPS, PDA, 

CAPI etc..) to meet emerging needs, master sample frame, 

integrated surveys, sampling, survey design, data analysis 

- Data dissemination 

- Use of administrative and other data 

 



10 ACTION PLAN TO IMPLEMENT THE STRATEGY 

PURPOSE 

ÅA substantial increase in the number of countries with the capability to 

produce a minimum set of core data and develop a sustainable 

agricultural statistics system 

ÅA substantial increase in the number of people working on agricultural 

statistics who have the appropriate skills resulting from training and 

technical assistance.  

ÅResults achieved in a cost-effective manner. 

 

PRINCIPLES 

-Partnerships & inclusive process. 

ÅNew approach of Capacity Development (Technical and institutional 

capacity). 

Country driven 

Long Term perspective 

Predictability of resources 

Technical and Institutional capacity development. 

Leadership of regional institutions. 

Coordination with on-going activities 

 

 



TECHNICAL COMPONENTS OF THE ACTION PLAN 

RESEARCH 

Strengthen institutions of agricultural statistical system 

Mainstream agricultural statistics in NSDS 

Design Ag censuses, integrated survey frameworks and integrated databases 

Improve / use of agricultural administrative data 

Validate and analyze agricultural statistics 

Compile / disseminate the minimum core data set 

Frameworks for Ag statistics 

Master frame/integrated surveys 

Data collection methods 

Food security indicators and methods 

Market information indicators and 

methods Data analysis 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 



4. ACTION PLAN TO IMPLEMENT THE STRATEGY 

TRAINING 

ωSpecialized courses (e.g. use of remote sensing) 

ωDevelop a broad package of training courses 
(initial/advanced, general/specialized, long/short duration; 
formal/on the job) 

Improve/develop 
curricula 

ωEstablish regional centers of excellence for advanced training 

ωEnable National Institutions  for initial training 
Strengthen existing 
training institutions 

ωby developing new training tools: e-learning, distance learning Promote self-learning 

ωDevelop a training market Strengthen real 
demand for training/ 

Training 



ACTION PLAN TO IMPLEMENT THE STRATEGY 

Responsibilities 

              Global 
 
ÅResearch on cost effective 
methodologies 
ÅStandards and good practices 
ÅCoordination & synergies between 
regions 

 

 
              National 
ÅNational action plans and NSDS 
ÅCoordination of data producers 
and users 
ÅImplementation of the national 
plans and production of the 
minimum set of core data 

              Regional 
ÅAllocate funds to countries/monitor 

implementation 
ÅDirect Providers of TA and Training 
ÅCoordinate with other regional 

initiatives 



GLOBAL STRATEGY  AND AMIS 

ωAMIS= Improve statistics, analysis and policy response 
for increased Market Transparency 

ωGS = Improving Statistics for Food Security, Sustainable 
Agriculture & Rural Development 

Objective 

ωAMIS= G20 + 8 big developing countries 

ωGS = all developing countries Country Coverage 

ωAMIS = 4 variables (Production forecasts; stocks; trade; prices);    
4 crops (wheat, maize, rice and soybeans) 

ωGS= All key variables and all key products (agriculture, 
fishery and forestry) 

Scope 

ωSubset of the minimum set of core data and products 

ωMethodological development and capacity building 
activities will be integrated in the GS under the 
responsibility of Statistics Division. 

Complementarities 



GLOBAL STRATEGY  AND AMIS 

Minimum core data set in Global Strategy and AMIS 
items 

 

../GS_Minimum Set of Core Data and AMIS_REV.doc


Research topics of GS that are 
relevant to AMIS 

GLOBAL STRATEGY  AND AMIS 

../Thematic domains for methodological research.doc


Implementation plan 
Global action plan completed 
Africa: Regional plan completed 
Asia: Regional plan under preparation 
Latin America, Near East, CIS: collaboration initiated 

 
Resource mobilization 

Meeting of resource partners 28 Oct 2011 (more than 50 
participants) 

Global Fund being established 
Global Steering Committee being established 

 
On-going work 

On-going partnership to assist countries  
On-going methodological work 

 
Action Plan and governance to be submitted to UNSC in 
February 2012 for endorsement and implementation 
 

STATUS AND NEXT STEPS TO IMPLEMENT THE STRATEGY 
(PHASE 1: 5 YEARS) 



SOME GOOD COUNTRY PRACTICES 
FOR NEW APPROACHES TO DATA 

COLLECTION 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STRATEGY 



BRAZIL  
Use of PDA equipped with GPS for Ag Census 





ETHIOPIA 
Use of GPS for crop area measurement 

 



MOZAMBIQUE 

Data collection using CAPI for Ag Census 



PAKISTAN 
Use of Satellite Images for Crop Monitoring 

and forecasting 

Hafizabad  



Major  crops   are  being  

continuously  monitored   across  

the  country   for   crop  forecasting,  

yield  &   production  estimation  to  

ensure  food  security  

 

AGRICULTURE 
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31 - 03 - 2011  

29 - 04 - 2011  



THANK YOU! 

 

See also: http://www.fao.org/index.php?id=27156 

 

http://www.fao.org/index.php?id=27156

