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WTO and Customs Union

One of the WTOôs core principles:

No discrimination among member countries:

ĄAny favor is extended to all members (MFN)

Exception : GATTô94 XXIV: 8

Customs Union shall be understood to mean the substitution of a 

single customs territory for two or more customs territories so that;

Duties and other restrictive regulations of commerce are 

eliminated é.



© 2001 By Default!

A Free sample background from www.pptbackgrounds.fsnet.co.uk

Slide 3

WTO and Customs Union

Customs unions are permitted by the WTO because, while the 

WTO aims at a freer trade, customs unions create a fully liberal 

trade area within the establishing block. where there are;

- No tariffs

- No other restrictive regulations on commerce

- No non-tariff barriers

THIRD COUNTRY EFFECTS ??

- Trade creation ?

- Trade diversion?
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Turkey-EU Customs Union

Customs Union between Turkey and the EU : 1996

Objective of the Customs Union:

ĄFree circulation of goods between the parties:

ÅNo tariffs on industrial products between the parties

ÅCommon external tariffs vis-à-vis third countries,

ÅElimination of non-tariff measures

ïNo TBT against each other,

» The same technical legislation & standards 

» Mutual recognition of conformity assessment
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ALIGNMENT

Under the Customs Union,

Ą Turkey eliminated all tariffs and measures of equivalent effect 

against EU and adopted Common Customs Tariff vis-à-vis third 

countries on 1st January 1996.

Ą The alignment of technical legislation with that of the EU and 

its implementation took place essentially after 2000.
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ALIGNMENT

By now; 

- Harmonization of technical legislation has been 

practically completed, including all New Approach 

Directives,

- Necessary ñquality infrastructureò has been set up,

including Turkish Notified Bodies,

- Enforcement and monitoring mechanisms are in place

- Safety and compliance checks at borders,

- Market Surveillance System within the country
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Harmonization- Equivalence-Recognition 

of Conformity under TBT 

Article 2.4

Where technical regulations are required, and relevant 

international standards exist and their completion is immenent, 

Members shall use themé. 

Article 2.7

Members shall give positive consideration to accepting as 

equivalant technical regulations of other Members é. (Eg: New 

Approach of the EU)

Article 6.3

Members are encouraged, at the request of other 

Members, to be willing to enter into negotiations for the conclusion 

of agreements for the mutual recognition of the results of each 

otherôs conformity assessment procedures. (Eg: EU: Le Casis de 

Dijon case)


