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What is formative assessment?

-> Summative Assessment: 

Assessment of learning

-> Formative Assessment:

Assessment for learning

Sound empirical evidence on the 
effectiveness of formative assessment to 
help students learn

Black/William: Inside the Black Box
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Studies on pupils and adults

2005: Formative Assessment:

Improving Learning in Secondary

Classrooms

2008: Teaching, Learning and

Assessment for Adults: Improving

Foundation Skills 
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Formative assessment to support learning 

in secondary classrooms (1)

Case Studies: Canada, Denmark, England, 
Finland, Italy, New Zealand, Queensland, 
Scotland

1: Establishment of a classroom culture that
encourages interaction and the use of assessment
tools
2: Establishment of learning goals, and
tracking of individual student progress toward those
goals 
3: Use of varied instruction methods to meet
diverse student needs
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Formative assessment to support learning 

in secondary classrooms (2)

4: Use of varied approaches to assessing student
understanding 

5: Feedback on student performance and
adaptation of instruction to meet identified needs 

6: Active involvement of students in the learning
process 
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Formative assessment to support learning 

in secondary classrooms (3)

Goals: Higher levels of student achievement, 
greater equity of student outcomes 

Fundamental changes in teacher -student
interaction, organisation of learning, student
guidance

Development of "learning to learn" skills
(metacognition). 

Changed perception of student success

Challenge: Reconciling formative and summative 
assessment
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Formative assessment to support adult 

literacy and numeracy (1)

Case Studies: Belgium, Denmark, England, 
France, Norway, Scotland, United States

Different settings, e.g.: 
Æ work -based
Æ community -based
Æ further education

Methodology: 
Æ Individual Learning Plans
Æ ICT-supported learning
Æ individual and collborative learning
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Formative assessment to support adult 

literacy and numeracy (2)

1: Learning based on the key life areas and social 
contexts in which literacy and numeracy are used. 

2: Approaches are relevant to learnersô chosen
contexts and goals

3: Preferred learning styles are identified and
respected

4: Learning options are flexible and responsive to
diverse needs and aspirations
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Formative assessment to support adult 

literacy and numeracy (3)

5: Interaction and dialogue between learners are
actively promoted and purposeful

6: Learning is presented as an enjoyable and
positive experience

7: Learning is assessed through the distance that
learners have travelled in reaching their own
goals.
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Conclusions from both studies

Formative assessment highly effective in

both lower - secondary education and adult

literacy and numeracy provision.

High level of professionalism required in both

settings

Differing challenges:

Schools: Reconciling summative and formative

assessment

Adult education: Upgrading the status and

professionalism of instructors


