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The Sahel and West Africa Club’s monthly newsletter aims to provide regular information
on ongoing SWAC activities, publications, upcoming events and other SWAC news.

e ANNUAL ECOWAS/DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS CO-ORDINATION MEETING
e 23 ANNUAL FOOD CRISIS PREVENTION NETWORK MEETING

e FACILITATING A COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY

e CLIMATE CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT IN WEST AFRICA

e TRANSHUMANT PASTORALISM AND EDUCATION

e WANSED MEETING ON ELECTIONS IN WEST AFRICA

e PUBLICATIONS

e UPCOMING EVENTS

ANNUAL ECOWAS/DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS CO-ORDINATION MEETING

ECOWAS Headquarters, Abuja (Nigeria), 19-20 November 2007

The ECOWAS Commission invited its development partners to participate in the 5" annual
ECOWAS/Development Partners Co-ordination Meeting and exchange views on ECOWAS key documents
such as the “ECOWAS St r-2010avigdiue-T¥®r1 mi Bhagaoz2and t
Strategic Framewor k” . andppdrtgnitytocbief partneys orathe progres maalevin

ECOWAS"’ institutional transition phase and it
accountability systems, (iii) rel at i o nesternsl ifuhdl
mobilisation and utilisation. Capacity buil di

who were particularly interested in the planning, implementation and monitoring of ECOWAS Pool Fund
activities designed to support the ECOWAS Capacity Building Programme. Participants acknowledged
ECOWAS’ strasega cf rvainseiwvoorr k f or orientating V
initiatives. Relatively few ECOWAS member countries were represented at the annual event. Development
partners reminded the ECOWAS Commission members that the involvement of West African people in the
ECOWAS”’ strategic vision needs to r e mdroaman BCOW#
of States to an ECOWASpebpleS i s teeeality.e c o m

Within the context of the ECOWAS/Development Partners meeting, the SWAC Director, Mr. Normand
Lauzon, met with the ECOWAS Commission President, Dr. Ibn Chambas, Vice-President Mr. Somda, and
various ECOWAS Commissioners and colleagues to discuss ECOWAS/SWAC activities and joint funding
opportunities. Mr. Raymond Weber, Head of the S WA /ledium- and Long-Term Development Perspectives
Uni t, di scussed with members of ECOWAS"’ edit
ECOWAS/SWAC Annu a | Report 2007 on “Resources for De
Ms. Julia Wanjiru, SWAC Web & IT Co-ordinator, presented a proposal for an initial outline of the joint
ECOWAS/ SWAC “I nformation Portal ounicativvie and Comnfumity
Computer Centre (CCC) teams. The brainstorming sessions and sharing of ideas helped actualize the planning
and implementation of these joint initiatives.

Contact: normand.lauzon@oecd.org



mailto:normand.lauzon@oecd.org

23" ANNUAL FOOD CRISIS PREVENTION NETWORK MEETING (RPCA)

EU Commission Headquarters, Brussels (Belgium), 27-30 November 2007

At the 23rd RPCA annual meeting, co-organised by the CILSS and the SWAC, participants reviewed the food,
nutritional and agricultural situation for the 2007/2008 campaign and analysed the progress made in the
i mpl ementation of RPCA recommendations ai ming
graduation from the LDC category in January 2008, participants recommended to continue to support Cape
Verde during this transition phase. Moreover, strengthening the capacities of at-risk populations must remain a
priority. The implementation of national and regional policy recommendations, however, is often lengthy and
should be more systematically monitored; follow-up activities also need to be included more regularly in the
monitoring process; an institution or several institutions should be systematically assigned to facilitate the
implementation of the proposed activities. The recently launched RPCA website (www.food-security.net) is
becoming increasingly popular with a worldwide audience. With a view to West African site visitors, a network of
country-focal points could be set-up to further develop country-specific information. The Agricultural
Information System (AGRIS) could also contribute to better harmonise information gathering mechanisms and
data analysis at the national and regional levels. Funding conditions to ensure the sustainability of this
information system still need to be clarified during a first Steering Committee meeting scheduled for 2008. The
RPCA meeting also provided an opportunity to further debate on several specific topics linked to food security in
the region: (i) results of the evaluation and review of the Food Aid Charter and country profile sheets; (ii) food
security and regulatory supply mechanisms through markets as well as agricultural and trade policies, (iii) impact
of EPA negotiations. ECOWA S’ and UEMOA’'s participation in ¢
members, underscoring the regional dimension of food security. Participants proposed presenting RPCA meeting
outcomes to decision-making bodies within the CILSS, ECOWAS and UEMOA.

Contact: jeansibiri.zoundi@oecd.org

FACILITATING A COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY

awS 3 pdgfamme T 2 NJ | I NR Odzf (i (bAIA) Meeting/ S A G YSyié
Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso), 2-3 November 2007

[N

Following the PRIA launching workshop held in Cotonou (Benin) in August 2007, the ECOWAS Commission invited
the Co-ordinators of the five priority areas to a second meeting aiming to take stock of the planning and
implementation process. The SWAC, represented by Mr. Sibiri Jean Zoundi, is responsible for the co-ordination of
the priority area “I mproved management of the
“Food crises and ot her diffnangal ressuses, the PRIX @mcdptioo phdse. has
been delayed. Participants agreed to finalise their proposals for work programmes by mid-November; the
ECOWAS Commission will analyse these proposals by the end of November. The conception phase should now be
completed by March 2008.


http://www.food-security.net/
mailto:jeansibiri.zoundi@oecd.org

ECOWAS Ministerial Meeting of the Technical Committee on Agriculture and Food Supply
Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso), 8 November 2007

At the ECOWAS Ministerial Meeting, agricultural ministers approved the establishment of a regional committee to
oversee the implementation of regulations regarding the production, importation and marketing of pesticides in West
Africa so as to protect the environment and the population from hazardous chemicals. They also adopted several
regulatory frameworks to ensure access to quality seeds by West African farmers, facilitate local production of quality
seeds as well as intra-community trading to foster a common market envisaged under the ECOWAS Agricultural Policy
(ECOWAP). This is a major step in furthering the integration of agricultural markets and will contribute to boosting
agricultural productivity and competitiveness in the region.

OECD Global Forum on Agriculture, Rome, 12-13 November 2007

Thi s OEG &lobal Borumon Agriculture f ocused on “Agricul tural Deve
The World Bank took this opportunity to present key outcomes of its 2008 World Development Report that is focuses
on “Agriculture for Devel op methetSWAC rephdisehtdtive Mr. lédnidas Hitimand,
was able to discuss with several SWAC partners (ROPPA, Rural Hub, UEMOA) the intensifying of joint initiatives, in
particular joint work on livestock in West Africa and the regional study on Rural Transformation by 2025.

CLIMATE CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT IN WEST AFRICA

The 2nd European Devel opment Day s, h el d Wil @limdtei Ghdnge
Development? provided a forum for debate, discussion and knowledge-sharing regarding the inextricable linkages
between climate change and development. In their key messages participants concluded that climate change is no
longer a hypothesis but a reality that will disproportionately affect those least responsible for the phenomenon - the
poor. The European Commissioner for Development, Mr. Louis Michel, suggested launching a global fund to be
financed by the world’s richest countries to fig
Raymond Weber, participated in the roundtable discussions and presented its publications within the Development
Village. The SWAC contributes through its regional analysis to a better understanding of the impact of climate change
on the West African region. Following a second mission from 8 to 10 November 2007 to the Regional Agrhymet Centre
(ClLSS) based in Niamey (Niger), a chapt €Elimatoand Glimate
Change in West Afrika i s currently being final i s e&dh.theRench jouenhli
“Diplomati€ Spécial Issue 4).

Contact: christophe.perret@oecd.org

TRANSHUMANT PASTORALISM AND EDUCATION

Transhumant pastoralism is important in the Sahel's livestock sector and involves 70-9 0 % o f the Sah
40% of its sheep and goats. It still faces serious obstacles that threaten its potential production. In addition to previous
analytical work carried out by the iStWWAtCh e nSlahels ar
SWAC aims to provide concrete support to animal farmers by facilitating their integration into social and economic
development processes. During a mission from 8 to 22 November 2007, Ms. Khadidja Salah, SWAC Socio-economist,
met with | ocal actors and |livestock professionals
to field realities on the ground. In particular, discussions focused on adaptation strategies for climate change, new
production methods to cope with growing demand and increased consumption, intensification of pastoralism and its
consequences, and peri-urban animal farming. Ms. Salah also participated in a brainstorming seminar on education in
pastoral societies in Dori (Burkina Faso). Traditionally reluctant to so ¢
explore strategies to better integrate nomad children into formal education plans and propose adapted solutions
taking into account specific pedagogical and organisational challenges.

Contact: khadidja.salah@oecd.org

WANSED MEETING ON ELECTIONS IN WEST AFRICA

l0oAR2IY 06/ “7ANSverhb&rRo@72 A NSO X n

With the support of the Friedrich Ebert Foundation (FES), the West African Network on Security and Democratic
Governance (WANSED) organised a regional conference on elections in West Africa. During this three-day meeting,

participants focused on the analysis of the electoral year in West Africa, in particular on the situation in Cote d ' |
The Chairman of the National Independent Electoral Commission (CIE) in Cote d’lvoire, Mr. Mambé Beugré, confirmed

that the preparation of elections in Co6te d’'Ilvoir:
identification and subscription process of electors for the establishment of election lists. The date of the presidential
and | egislative elections in Cdéte d'  lvoire was of

Prime Minister Guillau me Soro’ s C a b fiemaimibg, challenigeg bflthe (ODRt peodrammes since the
Ouagadougou Agreement. The Integrated Command Centre (CCl) is now in charge of disarmament, replacing the
National DDR Pogramme. Mr. Francis Oke, ECOWAS Representative in charge of the Electoral Assistance Unit,
presented the ECOWAS Election Monitoring Guidelines. ECOWAS aims to link up the Electoral Commissions of all
ECOWAS member countries and strengthen its collaboration with civil society organisations. During an internal work
session, participants discussed the modalities for setting up a WANSED office. Dr. Istifanus Zabadi, National Defence
College and Mr. Massaér Diallo, SWAC, were appointed as network coordinators.

Contact: massaer.diallo@oecd.org
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PUBLICATIONS

Fishing for Coherence in West Africa: Policy Coherence in the Fisheries Sector in Seven West African Countries
The Development Dimension Series, OECD (2007)

This report presents outcomes of a study, conducted by the OECD Fisheries Policies Division, in partnership with the
SWAC and ENDA Diapol/REPAO, which takes a developing country perspective on the issue of policy coherence in
fisheries. The aim of the study is to apply the OECD policy coherence for development analytical framework to the
fisheries situation within a regional African context. Seven West African countries (Cape Verde, the Gambia, Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, Mauritania, Senegal and Sierra Leone, - all members of the Sub-Regional Fisheries Commission) are
analysed within this framework. Key areas for action by international, regional and local partners are suggested in the
report, including the need for a multi-stakeholder dialogue on policy coherence as a priority-setting exercise.

SummaryRecordo¥ G KS {21/ Qa {GN}XGS3Ie FyR t2fA0& DNRdzJ aSS$§
SWAC Headquarters, Issy-les-Moulineaux/Paris, 13-14 September 2007

This meeting took place as a2012 eorkpsodramnme. Based o thesraviemsobthe
2005-2007 Work Plan concluding at the end of December 2007, members made suggestions and recommendations for
the outline of the next five year (2008-2012) programme. > download the summary record

Final Summary of the Workshop on Governance and Conflict Prevention Instruments
Dakar and Saly (Senegal), 16-19 October 2007

Organised by the SWAC and ECOWAS, with the participation of the Wo me n ' s anéthed/auth Co-ordination Group,
the workshop aimed to promote and facilitate the implementation of regional governance and conflict prevention
instruments in West Africa. The final summary presents key outcomes of the workshop and outlines proposals for an
Action Plan aiming to support the dissemination of these regional instruments. > download the final summary

Food Security Information Note No.15: 4 ! 3 4SaavYSyd ¢AYS¢

This issue provides a detailed analysis of the food, nutritional and agricultural situation for the 2007/2008 campaign,
presented at the 23" annual meeting of the Food Crisis Prevention Network (see above). It also informs on stakes anc
challenges in terms of food and nutritional security and provides a series of information sources.

> download the Information Note (No. 15)

UPCOMING EVENTS

Regional Workshop on Policy Coherence in Fisheries in West Africa
Dakar (Senegal), 11-12 December 2007

Organised by ENDA-Diapol/REPAO, WWF, the Sub-Regional Commission of Fisheries, with the support of the OECD
Division of Fisheries and the SWAC, this workshop aims to (i) highlight the specificities of the West African perspective, (ii)
facilitate multi-stakeholder discussions on the root causes and costs of inconsistent fishery policies, and (iii) identify
support measures necessary for the drafting of medium- and long-term development strategies of the sector.

Contact: sara.minard@oecd.org
West African Ambassadors Meeting
SWAC Headquarters, Issy-les-Moulineaux/Paris, 12 December 2007

The SWAC invites West AfricanAmbassadors based in Paris to an info
work priorities.

Contact: patricia.carlson@oecd.org

Preparatory Meeting on the Joint SWAC/ECOWAS Annual Report
Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso), 12-13 December 2007

The ECOWAS/SWAC editorial team will meet for a preparatory meeting to take stock of the progress made in the
preparation of the 2008 West Africa Report and discuss follow-up activities and promotion strategies with a view to the
finalisation of the report scheduled for the first term of 2008.

Contact: raymond.weber@oecd.org

All publications can be downloaded from the SWAC website: www.westafricaclub.org

If you wish to receive a paper copy or the electronic version of this newsletter,
please contact julia.wanjiru@oecd.org

Sahel and West Africa Club/OECD
Mailing Address: 2 rue André Pascal, 75775 Paris Cedex 16, France Tel: +33 (0) 1 4524 8200 <<.

Visiting Address: Le Seine Saint-Germain, 4 bd des Iles, 92130 Issy-les-Moulineaux - France
Phone: +33 (0)1 4524 90 13 Fax: +33 (0)1 45 24 90 31
Email: normand.lauzon@oecd.org / www.westafricaclub.org OECD
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