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One of the worldôs most innovative companies

ñThe former consumer electronics giant is reinventing itself as a design-led 

health, lifestyle, and technology player. Think in-home health-monitoring devices 

for heart patients, computer games with sensory effects, and energy-efficient 

color-changing lighting. Philips taps teams of futurists, cultural anthropologists, 

designers, and scientists to develop user-centered products and services.ò
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Royal Philips Electronics

ÅOne of the largest global electronics 

companies with sales of ú26,793 billion 

in 2007

ï56 % of sales from new products

ÅFounded in 1891

ÅMultinational workforce of 123,800 

employees end of 2007

ÅActive in the areas of Consumer 

Lifestyle, Healthcare and Lighting

ÅManufacturing sites in 28 countries, 

sales outlets in 150 countries

Å2007 R&D expenditure of ú1.629 billion

ï6.1 % of sales

ï12,800 R&D staff in 25+ countries

Å80,000 patents; inventor of CD 

Headquarters: 

Amsterdam, The Netherlands



JvdB/08010 4

About Philips Research

ÅOver 90 years of industrial research

Å1,800 employees with >50 nationalities

Å600 PhDs

ÅMix of expertise areas

ÅSource of R&D talent

Å1.5 patents filed per scientist/year

Å0.6 scientific publications per 

researcher per year
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Philips Research: Thinking global, acting local
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Scope of innovation continues to change

20001980 1990 2010

Technology Research

1. Technology 

2. Scientific attitude

3. Corporate funding

Product Research

1. Products 

2. Engineering attitude

3. Contract funding

Entrepreneurship

1. Solutions & Services

2. Growth culture

3. Investment funding

closed selective partners open
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Buy, Sell or 

License IP

ñPaid IPò

New IP landscape 

Proprietary 

ñExclusive IPò

Collaborative 

ñShare IPò

Open Source/

Patent Commons/

RF Standards 

ñFree IPò

Innovation is 99% shared technology and 

1% exclusive technology
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From Closed to Open Innovation
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