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David ALBURY is an independent policy and 
organisational consultant specialising in innovation in, and 
the transformation of public services. From 2002 to 2005 
he was, for half his time, Principal Adviser in the UK Prime 
Ministerôs Strategy Unit. 
 David works extensively with top managers, 
leading professionals, senior civil servants and Ministers in 
Departments, agencies and organisations across the public 
sector. He has helped turn round failing and under -
performing organisations in health, education and local 
government and assisted high performing organisations to 
break new ground and push the leading edge. 
 David was co-author of the influential UK Cabinet 

Office report on Innovation in the Public Sector. He is a 
Board Director of The Innovation Unit, a member of the 
International Board of Kaospilots, a Governance Member of 
the Public Services Reform Group and an Associate of 
Demos. His current work includes helping set up the 
Innovation Exchange for the third sector, revamping the 
Innovation Forum in local government and providing 
advice to Lord Darzi in his development of a vision for the 
NHS.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Rushanara ALI  is an Associate Director of the Young 
Foundation and head of research, international projects 
and external relations. She is also overseeing the 
establishment of three new organisations through the 
Young Foundationôs Launchpad programme. She has 
previously worked at the Home Office, the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office; as a Research Fellow at the IPPR 
and as a Parliamentary Assistant.  She also worked with 
Michael Young  helping to develop a telephone interpreting 
company called Language Line. She also helped set up 
Tower Hamlets Summer University, a pioneering model 
which has cut youth crime in the area and has been 
successfully replicated around London. She is 
Commissioner for the London Child Poverty Commission, 
Chair of Tower Hamlets Summer University and 
SummerUni London, a Board Member of Tower Hamlets 
College, a Trustee of the Paul Hamlyn Foundation and a 
member of the Tate Britain Council.  She was a member of 

the Home office Working Group on Preventing Extremism 
established after the 7/7 London bombings.  
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Edward ANDERSSON  is Head of Practice at Involve, a 
UK based not for profit which focuses on public 
participation and empowerment. He is responsible for  
the development and management of 
peopleandparticipation.net, one of the UKs most 
comprehensive participation sites. He also advises a 
number of senior decision makers on public participation 
methods and practice, including the International Centre of 
Excellence for Local eDemocray. 
 Edwardôs major publications include óPeople and 
Participationô (Involve 2005) and óHealthy Democracyô 
(Involve 2006) as well as chapters and articles for 
numerous anthologies and publications, including the 
Guardian. 
 Edward is an active facilitator who has delivered 
participatory processes with the BBC; the Department for 
Innovation, Universities and Skills (UK); the Ministry of 
Justice (UK); the NCVO and the States of Jersey. He is also 
a frequent trainer in facilitation and engage ment  
techniques. 
 Edward is a member of the International 
Association for Public Participation, the International 
Association of Facilitators and is a visiting lecturer at the 
Community Leadership programme at Birkbeck College 
(University of London). 
 Edward has previously worked for The 
Environment Council; WEDO (a UN-affiliated Lobby Group), 
and a Swedish Trade Union. Edward is a native English and 
Swedish speaker. 
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Thelma J.  ASKEY joined the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) on May 5, 2007, as 
Deputy Secretary-General.  Her primary portfolio is Global 
Relations, which includes competition and market 
efficiency, business climate, relations with the business 
community and other private sector entities, and external 
relations. 
 Ms Askey, a U.S. national, is a diplomat and a 
high-level specialist on international trade and economics.  
She brings to the organisation more than twenty years of 
experience in the international trade field, where she has 
been a key player in the development and implementation 
of trade policy objectives in the United States, including 
several rounds of multilateral trade negotiations, accords 
on core disciplines, and sector specific agreements in the 
World Trade Organization. 
 Prior to coming to the OECD Ms. Askey served in 
the administration of President George W. Bush as the 
Director of the U.S. Trade and Development Agency 
(USTDA).  She was confirmed by the Senate in June, 2001. 
Under her leadership, Ms. Askey focused USTDAôs foreign 
assistance program on areas that support key trade and 
economic policy initiatives around the world.  Ms. Askey 
increased the agencyôs support for capacity-building 
projects to enable trade to serve as a catalyst for 
development in countries.  To advance these objectives 
effectively, Ms. Askey implemented a strategic 
restructuring of the agency to target its resources in 
priority areas.   

 Prior to this appointment, Ms. Askey served from 
1998 to 2001 as a Commissioner on the U.S. International 
Trade Commission.  While there, Ms. Askey played a broad 
role in international trade matters including patent 
protection, safeguards, remedies for adverse impacts from 
imports, and analysis of trade effects in the context of 
international trade agreements.  
 Also, Ms. Askey served as the Staff Director of the 
Trade Subcommittee of the Committee on Ways and 
Means, U.S. House of Representatives.  In that role, she 
was the principal trade advisor to the Committee Chairman 
and other Members of Congress.  She was responsible for 
the development and processing of the subcommitteeôs 
trade agenda, including oversight of multilateral and 
bilateral negotiations and trade promotion authority, and 
oversight of key bilateral and multilateral trade 
agreements. 
 Ms. Askey is originally from Millington, Tennessee.  
She has one daughter. 
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Marion BEN -HAMMO  has been responsible for 
participatory democracy at the Region Poitou-Charentes 
since 2006. She is part of a team which coordinates   
participatory budgeting in the high  schools, and the 
citizens juries launched by the Region. She organises the 
annual symposium on participatory democracy in Europe 
and America. She manages the IDEAL-EU e-participation 
project in partnership with Tuscany and Catalunya. This 
project was awarded and funded by the European 
Commission within the framework of "E-participation call 
for proposals 2007". Marion is responsible for creating a  
european network for participatory democracy, aimed at 
becoming a Foundation. 
 Since 1999 Marion Ben-Hammo has studied a 
wide range of local and participatory democracy 
experiences in France, at Paris 8 University. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Diana CHUNG, Senior Communication Officer, has more 
than 10 years of experience in strategic and development 
communication. She has worked extensively in developing 
and implementing communication strategies for a wide 
range of development policies and programs in Africa and 
Asia, and in developing and delivering capacity-building 
programs in strategic communication. She held a one-year 
posting in the World Bankôs Regional Office in Bangkok, 
Thailand. She manages the Multi-Donor Trust Fund that 
finances CommGAP and leads the programôs research 
agenda in the area of social accountability. She holds an 
M.A. in Cultural Anthropology from Columbia University 
and a B.A. in Sociology and American Studies from 
Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. 

 

Matt DODD  is an 18 year old student at the University of 
Otago, New Zealand. He is currently in his first year 
studying law, political science and computer science. He 
was involved with a youth consultation group called the 
Tech Execs in Wellington last year.  Matt was selected to 
participate because he co-ordinated a group of students 
who provided professional development for High School 
teachers in I.T. With the he lp of the Wellington City 
Council, they were able to speak directly with government 

departments and run conferences to demonstrate how 
worthwhile the input of young people is in government, 
particularly in the field of education.  
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Prof. Marcello DEGNI  is the Manager of the Research 
Program of Sviluppo Lazio S.p.A., Lazioôs development 
Agency, and he is based in Rome. His research interests 
are in the areas of public finance, health, poverty and 
microcredit. Prior to joining Sviluppo Lazio, Prof. Degni has 
gained extensive experience in budgeting and public 
expenditures working as parliamentary counsellor at the 
I talian Senate from 1980 to 2006. His academic 
publications have focused on public finance and federalism. 
He holds a B.A. in Economics from the University of Rome 
ñLa Sapienzaò. 
 
 
 
 

 Juan Pablo GUERRERO is one of five commissioners of 
the IFAI. He was appointed by the Mexican President for 
the period 2002-2009; his nomination was unanimously 
supported by the Senate.  Commissioner Guerrero was 
previously a full-time professor and researcher at Mexicoôs 
Center for Economic Research and Teaching (CIDE) from 
1994 to 2003. Among others formal responsibilities, he 
held the position of Director of the Development Office; 
Program Director for the Budget Transparency Program 
(1998-2002); and Director of the Public Administration 
Division (1997-1998), all at CIDE. He has completed his 
Ph. D. coursework in Political Science and Public Policy at 
the Institut dô£tudes Politiques de Paris and holds a 
Masterôs Degrees in Public Policy from IEP-Paris and in 
Economics and International Politics from SAIS of the 

Johns Hopkins University. Commissioner Guerreroôs main 
published research topics include: budget and public 
finance, public administration reform (transparen cy, 
accountability and civil service), and fiscal decentralization 
and local government finances in Mexico. 
 
 

 
 

Leda GUIDI  is Project Manager of the Civic Network 
service Iperbole/Internet. Editorial director of the 
Municipality portal (www.comune.bologna.it). Expert, 
consultant and teacher on: civic/social networks, new 
media, e-democracy/participation processes and e-gov. 
Papers and articles published on ICT, e-inclusion and 
gender issues. Speaker at international conferences, 
universities and research centres (as MEDIALAB-
MIT).Team leader for the Municipality of Bologna in many 
EU projects (IV, V and VI framework). Coordinator of the 
municipal pilot for the municipal DTT portal and the free 
«wireless civic network and portal» . 

 

http://www.comune.bologna.it/
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Katju HOLKERI  works for the Public Management 
Department of the Finnish Ministry of Finance. She has 
been responsible for work done on the Finnish central 
government level for better consultation and participation. 
Besides these óHear the Citizenôprojects, she has also been 
involved in the work around e -partipation, the civil 
participation policy programme of the Finnish Government 
and the OECD work in the area of Open and Inclusive 
Policy Making. Her other areas of responsibility include 
governance policy, evaluation, quality work and EU-
cooperation. 
 

 

 Katsuji  IMATA , Deputy Secretary General ï Programmes, 
is a Japanese national and is also Co-Director of CSO 
Network Japan. Prior to assuming the current position in 
October 2007, he was Interim Senior Manager and then 
Organisational Development Coordinator for GCAP (Global 
Call to Action against Poverty) support team hosted by 
CIVICUS. In Japan, CSO Network Japan conducts research 
concerning roles of NGOs and CSOs that work on global 

issues and engaging public in such issues through 
publications and public campaigns. Katsuji has lived in the 
San Francisco Bay Area in the U.S. and gained nonprofit 
management experience. He holds MPP (Master of Public 
Policy) from University of California at Berkeley and MA in 
interdisciplinary studies in social science from the 
University of Tokyo. 
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Ian JOHNSON  heads the Democratic Engagement branch 
within the UK Ministry of Justice. He deals with 
participatory democracy, more effective government to 
citizen engagement, youth engagement and e-
participation. Ian is the Secretary to the recently 
established Youth Citizenship Commission. He supports a 
number of programmes to help progress in the area. These 
include: 

¶ Joining up government work on cit izen 
engagement 

¶ An annual audit of political engagement 
¶ Participation Partners (a coaching programme to 

help policy teams undertake effective 
engagement) 

¶ Digital Dialogues (case studies and guidance on 
government-citizen online engagement) 

¶ Innovations Fund (to encourage development of 
new, accessible engagement methods) 

¶ http://peopleandparticipation.net  - a tool to help 
organisations select the best engagement 
methods suited to their purposes 

¶ Radiowaves Voice It! ï a project that connects 
young people with decision makers though 
making web podcasts 

 Previously, Ian worked on e-democracy policy, 
including the 2002 consultation In the service of 
democracy, e-government and organisational 
development. 

More information at :  
www.justice.gov.uk/whatwedo/democraticengagement.htm  
 
 
 

 

Klaudija KORAĢIJA obtained her BSc degree in French 
and History at the University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Arts. 
After 8 years experience with the multinational company 
Renault Slovenia, she joined the Civil Service in 2006 
where she was responsible for European affairs at the 
Ministry of Culture, as a deputy head of the team working 
on EU Presidency preparations in the area of culture and 
audiovisual policy. 
 Since January 2008, she has been with the 
Ministry of Public Administration, Department of 
Internat ional Relations. Her main responsibility is 
coordination of activities in the accession process of 

Slovenia to the OECD in the field of public management.  
 
 

http://peopleandparticipation.net/
http://www.justice.gov.uk/whatwedo/democraticengagement.htm
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Dr. Carolyn J. LUKENSMEYER , Founder and President 
of AmericaSpeaks, is an innovator in delibera tive 
democracy, public administration, and organizational 
development. Lukensmeyer launched AmericaSpeaks in 
1995 to develop new democratic practices that would 
strengthen citizen voice in public decision-making. Under 
Lukensmeyerôs leadership, AmericaSpeaks has earned a 
national reputation as a leader in the field of deliberative 
democracy and democratic renewal. Prior to founding 
AmericaSpeaks, Lukensmeyer served as Consultant to the 
White House Chief of Staff (November 1993 through June 
1994) and Deputy Project Director for Management of the 
National Performance Review, Vice President Al Gore's 
reinventing government task force. From 1986 to 1991, 
Lukensmeyer served as Chief of Staff to Governor Richard 
F. Celeste of Ohio. In addition, Lukensmeyer led her own 
successful organizational development and management 
consulting firm for 14 years. Lukensmeyer earned a PhD in 
Organizational Behavior from Case Western Reserve 
University and completed postgraduate training at the  
internationally known Gestalt institute of Cleveland. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Anna LUNDBERGH , Strategic Development Officer, Verva 
- Swedish Administrative Development Agency. Anna is 
working in central government with the modernisation 

process of the public sector; supporting increased 
efficiency, effectiveness and citizen centricity. Prior to her 
government service, Anna worked in marketing in the 
private sector, ie target segmentation and client focus.  
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Irma MEZNARIC  is Secretary, in charge of cooperation 
with NGOs and promotion of participatory governance 
within the Ministry of Public Administration, Slovenia 
 
¶ Irma has been nominated as Deputy Chairman of 

the Inter -ministerial Working Group responsible 
for developing the policy on strengthening the 
capacity of NGOs for sustainable civil dialogue 
and provision of services.   

 
¶ She participates in the international project 

COOPERATE aimed at strengthening the dialogue 
between governments and NGOs in the new EU 
Member States that had been initiated by the 
European Citizen Action Service from Brussels. 

 
¶ She is responsible for promotion of participatory 

governance. In this context, she prepared a mid -
term project for training and empowering of 
governmental officials and civil society 
organisations (as the weaker part of society) for 
fruitful dialogue in the process of policy designing 
and policy implementation. 

 

 
 

 

Giovanni MORO  (g.moro@fondaca.org) is an Italian 
political sociologist, working on citizenship, civic activism in 
public policies and corporate social responsibility. He 

teaches at the Faculty of Education of the Roma Tre 
University. He is President of FONDACA, Active Citizenship 
Foundation, based in Rome and engaged in research, 
advanced training, cultural dialogue and advice on 
citizenship-related topics.  
 In 1998 he published the Manuale di cittadinanza 
attiva (Handbook on Active Citizenship), in 2003 PlusValori. 
La responsabilit¨ sociale dellôimpresa (PlusValues. The 
Corporate Social Responsibility) together with Alessandro 
Profumo, in 2005 Azione civica. Conoscere e gestire le 
organizzazioni di cittadinanza attiva (Civic Action. Knowing 
and Managing Active Citizenship Organizations), in 2007 
Anni Settanta (The Seventies), in 2008 La società civile tra 
eredit¨ e sfide. Rapporto sullôItalia del Civil Society Index 
(Civil society between heritages and challenges. The Civil 
Society Index Report on Italy), together with Ilaria Vannini.  
From 1989 to 2002 he was the general secretary of 
Cittadinanzattiva, an Italian citizensô organizations 
established in 1978, and then founded and directed Active 
Citizenship Network, the European network of 
Cittadinanzattiva, which he is now advisor of.  
 In the last years he worked on researches 
regarding the European public policies towards civic 
activism, the issue of representativeness of citizensô 
organizations, the partnerships between citizensô 
organizations and public and private actors, the situation of 
patientsô rights in Europe. He is the director of the 

FONDACA Master in Corporate Citizenship, based in Rome.  
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Sina ODUGBEMI  heads the Communication for 
Governance and Accountability Program at the World Bank. 
He has over 20 years of experience in journalism, law and 
development communication.  Before he joined the World 
Bank in 2006, he spent seven years with the UKôs 
development ministry, DFID. His last position was Program 
Manager and Adviser, Information and Communication for 
Development. Mr. Odugbemi holds a Bachelors degree in 
English (1980) and in Law (1986) from the University of 
Ibadan and a Masters degree in Legal and Political 
Philosophy (1999) from the University College London. He 
is finishing his doctoral thesis in Laws this year at the same 
university. His subject is Public Opinion and Direct 
Accountability between Elections: A Study of the 
Constitutional Theories of Jeremy Bentham and A.V. Dicey.  
Mr. Odugbemiôs publications include The Chiefôs Grand-
daughter, a novel (Spectrum Books, 1986) and he co-
authored With the Support of Multitudes: Using strategic 
communication to fight poverty through PRSPs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Vida OGORELEC WAGNER: After a fi rst degree in 
Architecture from the University of Ljubljana, Vida took a 
Master of Fine Arts from the Academy of Art College in San 
Francisco. On her return to Slovenia she became Public 
Relations Manager for the Ministry of Environment and 

Spatial Planning in Ljubljana. Having been introduced to 
environmental activism in San Francisco, Vida then left the 
Ministry to establish Umanotera, the Slovenian Foundation 
for Sustainable Development, which rapidly became the 
most active and influential environmental NGOs in 
Slovenia. She also developed skills in facilitation, became a 
certified facilitator in 2002, and established her own 
business - Modra Communication and Facilitation Ltd. - in 
2003. In 2005 she returned to Umanotera as managing 
director and in 2006 she was a trainee of The Climate 
Project, Nashville to deliver Al Goreôs slide show on Climate 
Change that the film An Inconvenient Truth  was based on. 
website: www.umanotera.org 
  
 

http://www.umanotera.org/
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John Pennington, Programme Leader, Bioethics Council 
Secretariat 

 

 
Simon Wright, senior Adviser, Bioethics Council 
Secretariat 

 
 
 
 
 
 

John PENNINGTON  and Simon WRIGHT  come from 
New Zealand and work for Toi te Taiao: the Bioethics 
Council (the Council). The Council was established by the 
New Zealand Government in 2002 to advise it on the 
cultural, ethical and spiritual issues associated with 
biotechnology. The Council develops its policy advice by 
engaging the public in dialogue.  
 
The Council is in the final stages of its third major public 
engagement project. It used a form of deliberative 
dialogue developed by the National Issues Forums in the 
US to engage New Zealanders on pre-birth testing 
technologies. The process included: 

1. a public framing of the issue  
2. a public deliberation including  

¶ 18 nationwide in-person events  
¶ a custom-built deliberat ion website 

(http://nzbioethics.dialoguecircles.com) 
 

 
More information about the Council and its work is 
available at www.bioethics.org.nz. 
 

 

Cvjetana  PLAVĠA-MATIĹ is Director of the National 
Foundation for Civil Society Development (Croatia).  She 
previously headed the Government Office for Cooperation 
with NGOs and was head of Department for Cooperation 
with Humanitarian NGOs in the Government Office for 
Victims of War. She was also the program implementor for 
Local Communities in the City of Zagreb (work in one 
Community with approx. 7000 citizens). Ms Plavġa-Matiĺ 
holds a B.Sc.Ec. from University of Zagreb, Faculty of 
Economics and a Postgraduate degree in Non Profit 
Management Studies. She is a member the European 
Centre for Not-for-Profit Law, Budapest ï Board member - 
Council for Civil Society Development (advisory body to the 
Croatian Government). 
 

http://nzbioethics.dialoguecircles.com/
http://www.bioethics.org.nz/

