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Objective

The previous meeting of Working Group 1 on Investment Policy and Promotion was held on 28-
29 October 2008 at OECD headquarters in Paris. The purpose of the next meeting on 23 March
2009 at OECD headquarters will be to:

i) Examine the effects of the global financial crisis on investment in the MENA region and policy
responses by governments;

i) Review draft text for inclusion in the final declaration of the MENA-OECD Investment
Programme Ministerial to be held in November 2009;

iii) Consider a draft stocktaking paper of good practices for economic zone development in the
MENA region;

iv) Review draft programme for Working Group 1 in 2009/10.

Background

Working Group 1 on Investment Policy and Promotion of the MENA-OECD Investment
Programme helps MENA countries to develop open and transparent investment policies and
effective investment promotion strategies and activities through multi-stakeholder dialogue,
experience-sharing and capacity-building in the region, with the support of OECD countries and
other partners.

Participants

MENA and OECD members of Working Group 1 are invited to send experts in the areas of
investment policy, investment promotion, international investment instruments, and Free
Economic Zones. As in the previous meeting, other key partners, who are engaged in activities in
these areas, are also invited, including Islamic Development Bank, Arab League, Inter-Arab
Investment Guarantee Corporation, Union of Arab Banks, World Bank, UNIDO, UNDP, IFC PEP
MENA, UNCTAD, European Commission and the European Investment Bank, Transparency
International, and other partners. Private sector engagement is essential for the success of the
Investment Programme, as they can provide insights to issues affecting investment decisions
and serve as a “reality check” for policy reform plans. Representatives from the Arab Business
Council, Arab Investors’ Union, Union of Arab Banks, MENA-OECD Business Network, Business
and Industry Advisory Committee to the OECD (BIAC), and Business Councils in MENA
countries are expected to join the meeting. Experts from OECD countries and from the
Secretariat will be present at the meeting.

Documentation

The relevant meeting documents together with a more detailed agenda will be distributed to
participants in advance of the meeting. For more information about the Programme please visit
our website:

www.oecd.org/menalinvestment



http://www.oecd.org/mena/investment

23 March 2009 — Working Group 1 on Investment Policy and Promotion

9:30 - 09:45 Introductory remarks

e Mr. Elias Farraj, Jordan Chair of Working Group 1
e Mr. Takeshi Yagi, Jaan Cechair, Working Groufh

09:45 - 11:30 Session 1: Effects of the global financial crisis on investment in MENA region

This session will provide participants the opportunity to report on the impact of the global
financial crisis on investment in their respective economies. Participants are encouraged to
exchange views on what measures, particularly in the area of investment policy, are being
undertaken to mitigate the effects of the crisis.

e Presentations by
0 Mr. Elias Farraj, Jordan
0 M. Marwane Mansouri, Morocco

e Tour de table and Discussion

11:30-11:45 Coffee Break

11:45-12:30 Session 2: 2009 Ministerial Declaration on Investment Regulation in MENA

This session will provide delegations with an opportunity to review draft text to be submitted
by the working group for inclusion in the final declaration of the MENA-OECD Ministerial in
November 2009.

e Presentation of draft

e Discussion

12:30 - 15:00 Lunch

15:00 — 16:15 Session 3: Stocktaking of Regional Good Practice on Economic Zones in the MENA Region

This session will provide an opportunity for the Working Group to review a draft paper
containing best practices on the design and implementation of economic zones in the MENA
region. Subject to approval by Working Group 1, the best practices may form an output for the
next Ministerial meeting of the MENA-OECD Investment Programme in November 2009.

e Presentation by
0 Dr. Fadel Kadhum, Iraq
e Presentation of draft paper

e Discussion

16:15-16:30 Coffee Break

16:30-17:00 Session 4: Discussion of Work Programme for 2009/10

The working group will review topics for discussion for 2010 which may include the following:
e Peerreviews;
e Best practice guidelines on private public partnerships;

e Review of networks, clusters, and other strategies to link FDI with local firms in the
MENA region;

e Dates for next Working Group 1 meeting
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OECD Secretariat

Mr. Alexander B6hmer

Head of Unit

MENA-OECD Investment Programme
Private Sector Development Division
Tel.: (33) 14524 1912

Fax: (33) 144 3061 35

E-mail: alexander.boehmer@oecd.org

Mr. Milan Konopek

Policy Analyst

Private Sector Development Division
Tel.: (33) 1452479 18

Fax.: (33) 14524 93 35

Email: milan.konopek@oecd.org

Mr. Joshua Yeremiyew

Event co-ordinator

MENA-OECD Investment Programme
Private Sector Development Division
2, rue André-Pascal

75775 Paris Cedex 16, France

Tel.: (33) 145 24 98 91

Fax: (33) 144 3061 35

E-mail: joshua.yeremiyew@oecd.org

Key Contacts

Logistical Information for Participants:

OECD Conference Centre 2, rue André Pascal 75775 Paris Cedex 16, France Tel: 33 (0)1 45 24 82 00

www.oecd.org/conferencecentre

(please visit this site for practical information)

Visas

For non European Union citizens, depending on nationality, length and purpose of stay in France, a visa
may be required. The visa needs to be obtained before departure; for more information, please consult the

French Foreign Affairs Ministry website

Practical information (Accommodation, getting to the OECD, travelling to France ...)

Please visit: www.oecd.org/conferencecentre

Languages

Interpretation is provided for participants (English-French)
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