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Cefic: European Chemical Industry 

Council

üWe are the forum and the voice of the chemical 

industry in Europe

üBrussels based office of 140 people working with 

over 4,000 people across the industry

üAbout 27,000 small, medium and big chemical 

companies in Europe

üAbout 1.2 million employees

üAbout 30% of worldwide chemical production 

üHeadquarters of Cefic is Brussels, Belgium

üHomepage: www.cefic.org
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Internationalisation of the economy

The internationalisation of the economy at large, in

conjunction with a growing trend towards global 

competition is being manifested by

üan increase of imports and exports of goods as well 

as services

ügrowing outward and inward flows of direct 

investment

üan ever increasing exchange of technology transfers

üglobalisation of monetary and financial schemes
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Geographic breakdown of world chemicals sales
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World chemicals sales
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Change in share of world chemicals exports

Source: Cefic Chemdata International
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primarily supplying 

Asian growth markets

High-cost 
West European 

countries

New member states  
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exports to Western Europe 

Regional Migration

Global
Shift

Migration of Manufacturing Industries

Source: VCI
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The chemical industry makes an important contribution

to the attainment of Sustainable Development by 

üThe transfer to other countries or parties (particularly 

in the developing world) of efficient technologies, 

together with high environmental, health and safety 

standards

üComparable standards worldwide, applying to the 

industryôs operations in other countries

üMonitoring to ensure that equivalent and acceptable 

standards are being achieved worldwide

üImproving education and training and furthering the 

knowledge of staff and customers by means of 

training courses, again organised at the industryôs 

plants and offices in other countries
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Chart 8.1: EU chemical* industry greenhouse gas 

emissions, energy consumption and production
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Energy intensity* in the EU chemical** industry
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üBiomass co-firing for coal 
power

üplant and industrial CHP

ü (Combined Heat and Power)

ü to optimise both resource 
use

ü& energy efficiency 

üBio-based tyre tread

üfor 2-6% energy savings

üPlatinum 
nanoparticle 
catalyst for fuel 
cells

Healthy businesses deliver on innovation

The right policy environment can stimulate 

technologies and breakthrough innovations
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Existing know how can  

deliver bulk of the 

medium term resource 

reductions required.

Intelligent public 

private initiatives can 

help speed and 

integrate this process. 

Consumers create 

the markets for 

more sustainable 

technologies

Build a long-term policy framework so thaté

Political agreements can foster performance 

roadmap


