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Looking for gender aspects in informatics

Aim: 

present informatics so that gender issues make sense

5 research programs for gender studies in the sciences:

(Harding 1986)

1) Equity studies

2) Studies of the uses and abuses of science and technology

3) Critiques of the existence of pure science

4) Studies to reveal social, symbolic and structural meanings

5) Epistemological inquiries to establish alternative 
understandings of knowledge

(Bratteteig & Verne 1997: ñFeminist, or merely critical?ò) 2



Who does IT? (equity)

3

Christina Mörtberg, 

Stockholm 1972



Who does IT? (equity)
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The first programmers 
were mostly women. 
Here are some of the 
programmers from the 
ENIAC team.



Who does IT? (equity)

Åwomen programmers
ÅAda Lovelace - wrote the first programs for 
Babbageôs mechanical Analytical Engine

Åthe ENIAC team were mostly women

ÅGrace Hopper - invented the first compiler for the 
programming language COBOL 

Åwomen in IT
Årepresented in all informatics fields 

Åmore women in multidisciplinary IT areas

Åproject management, user training, 
organizational change, design ... 
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Ada Lovelace (1815-1852)      
Grace Hopper (1906-1992)


