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The ‘Rural Idyll’….
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What’s left of 
the rural idyll?
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State of the art

1. Multifunctionality of land use (growing urban
demand)

2. Rural areas: sound economic and social basis; 
good living conditions compared to urban areas

3. Similar rural and urban economic structures
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Towards new rural identities



10



11



12



13



14

Main concerns

1. Beauty and variety of (agricultural) landscapes
2. Competiveness agricultural sector (landscapes)
3. Biodiversity
4. Opportunities for recreation (accessability, shortag es)
5. Environment (soil, water, air)
6. Local socio-economic problems: 

- employment and job creation
- housing
- basic facilities (e.g. transport, education, medical

services)
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‘Central Parks’?
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Agenda for a living countryside

• Challenge:
A living countryside – national rural development po licy 
- 3 P’s: economic, environmental and socio-cultural 
- Government memorandum
- National Spatial Strategy memorandum is framework for spatial 
policy

• Policy that works: multi-year programme
- Clear national framework for Provinces (targets, budget: impuls
rural investment budget)

- Transparent government action
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Governance - 1

• Institutional framework:

- Baseline: own responsibility citizens and entrepreneurs
- Government safeguards public interests and

creates conditions
- Development-oriented approach
- Shift of responsibilities towards regional governments:

decentralise where possible, centralise wher necessary
- Facilitate participation; strengther responsibility of

Civil society and public general
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Governance - 2

• National government: 

- National spatial objectives (Multi-annual Programme
2007-2013): national ecological network, landscape,
recreation, agriculture, environment and accesability

- Co-ordenating role of Ministry of Agriculture, Nature
and food quality (no “rural proofing”)

- National funding (Single Rural Investment Budget):
�  7,5 billion, national budget �  3,2 billion.

- Monitoring (output) and Evaluation (outcome)
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Gouvernante - 3

• Regional governments (12 provinces): 

- Individual agreements
- Commitments regarding national targets
- Regional Multi-annual Programme 2007-2013: targets

and budgets
- Single Rural Investment Fund
- Regional funding 
- European Union co-financing
- Monitoring (output)
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Finally

• Major shift in responsibilities 

• 2007: changing political situation (national and pr ovincial
elections)

• New political goals, measures and budget (water-
management, climate change)

• Monitoring system (performance targets, vs overall 
performance)

• The proof of the pudding……. 


