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Objective of the presentation

VTo understand how we have been brought to question us 
about well-being for all in the Walloon municipalities

VTo explain how we do, or more exactly we are going to 
do, in order to measure well-being for all at local and 
regional level



Plan of the presentation

V Some characteristics  of Belgium and the Walloon region

V Political and institutional context regarding the social policy in 
Wallonia

V Concepts to be defined and measured : social cohesion , well-being for 
all and progress towards well-being for all

V Statistical approach of social cohesion 

V New statistical tools for measuring well-being and progress with 
citizens at the local level : an experiment in Wallonia (IWEPS ïCOE)

V Synthesis : From statistics to political decision and to public action

V Advantages of this process



Some characteristics of Belgium and the Walloon region

Flandre

Wallonie

Bruxelles



Political and institutional context
From the fight against poverty to the promotion of social cohesion

Fight against povertySecurity politics

At regional level At local level

1992-1997 : fight against social 

exclusion (actions in cooperation with 

federal, regional and community 

Governments)

2000 ï2002 - 2005  : óContrat 

dôAvenir pour la Wallonieô
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1992-2001 : security and society contracts 

(1996>) and prevention contracts  (federal))

2000-2008 : city contracts (2000> ) and housing 

contracts (2005> ) ïFederal Urban Policy

1998-2003 : Integrated social 

Plans (ISP)

2004-2008 : Proximity prevention

Plans (PPP)

2009 : Social cohesion Plans (SCP) 

Timing 6 years repeatable (5 years for the first PCS)

Priority Actions  focused  

mainly on economic 

development of the 

Region, ,job creation 

and fostering of news 

activities

2002-2003 : security and prevention contracts

2007-2010 : Strategic security and prevention 

Plan  (federal)

1992-2000 : fight against 

poverty and exclusion and 

integration of the immigrants

é for a proactive plan to develop social cohesion

Change from a plan to prevent social risksé

Promoting the access for everyone to fundamental rights  and  fostering 

social cohesion practically at local level (262 communes)
Aim

1. Social development of 

neighbourhoods

2. Fight against forms of precarious life, poverty and 

insecurity (in a broad sense)
Two

objectives

Four areas
1/ socio-

professional 

insertion

2/  access to a 

decent housing

3/  access to health 

and treatment of 

addictions

4/  Strengthening of social, 

intergenerationnal and 

cultural bonds 



Concepts to be defined and measured :
social cohesion, well-being for all citizens and progress 

towards well-being for all

V Social cohesion : 

Á Based on the Council of Europeôs conceptual framework 
suited to the Walloon political context

Á Defined in the walloon decreet on social cohesion Plan as : 

ñA set of processes helping to ensure that all individuals or groups of 

individuals enjoy equal opportunities and conditions for access to 

fundamental rights and economic, social and cultural well-being, so 

that all parties may take an active part in society and enjoy 

recognition within this context, irrespective of their national or ethnic 

origin, cultural, religious or philosophical allegiance, social status, 

social and economic level, age, sexual orientation, health or 

disability".



Concepts to be defined and measured : social 
cohesion, well-being for all citizens and progress 

towards well-being for all

V Well-being : 
Á Conceived as the objective of the social cohesion;

Á A multidimensional, subjective, relative, interactive and mobilising concept; 

Á Its content is difficult to define : a theoretical definition is not sufficient to reveal all 
the depth and the diversity of the concept. Who could assume the responsibility to do 
that ?

Á Only people are able to express what is well-being for themselves and for the others;

Á Consequently, well-being concept is only to define in a participative process with 
citizens at the local level.

VProgress : 
Á Defined in relation to an aimed objective : the situation that is required or regarded as 

ideal;

Á Defining progress towards well-being for all consists in mapping out a path between a 
current situation that is perceived and the situation to be attained, breaking the path 
down into steps as milestones on the way to the objective in view and contributing to 
reflection about the progression strategies.



Statistical approach of social cohesion

V The concept of social cohesion is made operational by the access of the citizens to 
fundamental rights enshrined in the Belgian Constitution (6) : right to a decent
wage, right to health protection and social and medical assistance, right to decent
housing and a ealthy environment, right to employment, right to training, right to 
social and cultural development. 

V For the implementation of the social cohesion Plan in the Walloon municipalities :  
a process in three steps :

1. For each municipality, the social cohesion at local level is measured by 18 indicators
gathered in 6 dimensions and in one composite indicator linked to effective use of 
the rights + a set of target groups representing a risk factor in terms of maintaining
social cohesion in municipal areas;

2. These indicators are completed by a local social diagnosis constructed by local 
stakeholders which reviews and evaluates the public and/or private initiatives 
already operating in the municipality (achievements, strengths, weaknesses), the 
aspirations of the population and the needs that still have to be met in terms of 
people, neighbourhoods, services, etc.

3. Construction of a set of evaluating indicators with the stakeholders to assess the 
implementation of the actions plan : annual monitoring, midterm evaluation and 
final evaluation



List of variables aggregated in the ISADF
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1. Survival income 

2. Median taxable income and low income 

3. Low wage 

A. INCOME 

   

4. Life expectancy 

5. Professional illness 

6. People handicapped 

B. HEALTH 

   

7. People living in caravan 

8. Housing of bad quality 

9. Bad environment : bad air, noisy, not clean, not 

beautiful) 

10. Social housing 

C. HOUSING 

   

11. Reserve of workforce 

12. Very long term unemployment (>= 2 years) 
D. EMPLOYMENT 

   

13. Illiteracy E. EDUCATION 

   

14. Numeric break 

15. Blank or null vote 
F. CULTURE 

   

16. Single aged 65+ 

17. Lone parent 

18. Azylum applicant 

G.TARGET POPULATIONS 

A
C

C
E

S
S

 T
O

 F
U

N
D

A
M

E
N

T
A

L
 R

IG
H

T
S

 (I
S

A
D

F
) 

 

+
 T

A
R

G
E

T
 P

O
P

U
L

A
T

IO
N

S 

Note:  

Variables 1 and 8 are averages of sub-indicators. 



V A pilot experiment based on the Council of Europeôs conceptual and 
methodological framework and in partnership with him

V Carried out in twenty or so Walloon towns and municipalities chosen on a 
volontary basis taking care of ensuring territorial diversity.

Objectives

1. Defining and measuring well-being and progress towards sustainable well-being, 
involving citizens and taking the representation of the various social groups in the 
local area into account;

2. Improving the set of indicators available with new well-being and progress 
indicators that can be applied to all the Walloon municipalities and promoting the 
participatory debate about these indicators so as to ensure a greater level of 
transparency and relevance;

3. Imagining new methods for gathering and processing local information with the 
involvement of citizens and local stakeholders;

4. Analysing territorial disparities on well-beingôs perception and disparities between 
socio-economic groups;

5. Supporting implementation and evaluation of the social cohesion plans in the 
Walloon communes.

New statistical tools for measuring well-being and progress with citizens
at the local level : a experiment in Wallonia (IWEPS ïCOE)  (1)



New statistical tools for measuring well-being and progress with citizens 
at the local level : a experiment in Wallonia (IWEPS ïCOE)  (2)

Development by 4 steps :

1. Defining well-being and progress with citizens in a sample of 20 municipalities :
listing of well-being criteria, classifying and organizing them into indicators
and topics/domains. For each indicator, constructing a graduated scale between
0 and 4; each of graduations qualifies the steps on a path of progress;

2. Globalizing results in each of the 20 municipalities by regrouping indicators
inclusively, constructing a data base with criteria, indicators and topics /areas,
analysing territorial variability and looking for available data for measuring
indicators;

3. Measuring well-being and progress in each of the 20 municipalities, testing
different methods for measuring indicators (óclassicalmethodôor participative
method), capitalizing results in order to support the social cohesion plans and to
assess how they affect the degree of local well-being;

4. Analysing possibilities to extend this experience to the 242 remaining
communes.



From statistics é

to political decision and é

to public action
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Government
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of the actions

Indicators elaborated with

local actors and  citizens



Advantages of this project

V It  acts as catalyst for the participation of all people 
V It provides an opportunity to explore the entire field ïincluding areas that are 

generally neglected-, to investigate its diversity and examine its 
multidimensional components.

V It allows to reflect how the perception of well-being differs from one locality 
to another.

V It raises reflections about the changeover from individual well-being to well-
being for all or from an individual quality of life to a capacity for coexistence 

V It allows to complete the material components of well-being by the non ï
material components

V It helps to make us aware of the riche societal heritage (including our values, 
our identities, our beliefs, etc.) of the past, present and future generations.

V It enhances the legitimacy of these indicators and their appropriation as tools 
for observation, analysis, decision-making and action

V It is a part of a line of thought for renewing the debate on measuring social 
progress.



Thank you for your attention


