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CONVENTION ON LONG-RANGE TRANSBOUNDARY AIR POLLUTION

Nine of the twelve EECCA countries are Party to the Convention on Long-range
Transboundary air Pollution, but all acceded/succeeded before May 2003. We are aware that
the three remaining non-Parties - Tajikistan, Turkimenistan and Uzbekistan - are congidering
their path to accession, prompted by activities under UNECE’s UNDA-funded CAPACT
project.

Of the nine EECCA Partties to the Convention, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan are not party to any of the Convention’s protocols. The others are not party to any
protocol adopted since 1994. Several of the nine are signatories to recent protocols.

Concrete action in recent years judged on the above would seem disappointing. However,
there is increased focus on work to assist EECCA countries. The Convention’s own EECCA
action plan, together with work directly or indirectly linked to the CAPACT project, is placing
much emphasis on the ratification of protocols and several countries have indicated that they
are moving towards accession to some of the Convention’s protocols. The Convention is
monitoring the gituation carefully in order to stimulate activities and address any problems
that might arise.

So, while there is no progress with regard to major steps taken by EECCA countries (i.e.
ratification of protocols), we have seen improved participation from some countries at
meetings and a more positive response to involvement with the Convention’s work. The
Ruszian Federation and Ukraine have had discussions with the Convention’s experts to
provide input to the work on integrated assessment modelling. We are hopeful that the efforts
in EECCA countries will result in more concrete action over the next few years.
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EXAMPLES OF SUCCESS STORIES& 2

25 years of cooperation in-the UNECE Air
Convention. It is important that Central Asia is
moving and will establish an EMEP monitoring
station

Application of Conventions’ mechanisms for dispute
resolution — e.g. the Bystroe Canal in the Danube
Delta

Danube (and possibly Dnepr and Black Sea)
cooperation development with the support of GEF
and EU Commission project funding

Chu-Talas river cooperation between Kazakhstan
and Kyrgyzstan
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CAPACITY BUILDING UNDER
EIA CONVENTION

Central Asian countries adopted Guidelines for the
implementation of the Convention

Training Workshops will be organized in the, 5
Central Asian countries in relation to the Guideéelines

There is a pilot project between Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan, where the provisions of the Convention
will be applied to the transboundary impacts of a
goldmine

There will be workshops on capacity building in
Ukraine and Armenia in 2006
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The UNECE Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) was
adopted in Kiev in 2003. Among the 37 signatories to the Protocol were four
EECCA countries: Armenia, Georgia, Republic of Moldova and Ukraine. These
four countries, together with Belarus, chose to undertake an activity under the
current workplan of the Espoo Convention to support implementation of SEA and
of the Protocol. The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the
Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe (REC) and the
UNECE secretariat supported the five countries to develop:

eNational capacity-development needs analyses

e A subregional overview of legislation and capacity-development needs
e Pilot initiatives (pilot SEAs and capacity-development materials)
eNational capacity-development strategies

e Subregional initiatives to support the national strategies.

These have been supplemented by a UNDP-REC-UNECE bulletin on the
implementation of the Protocol in EECCA. In addition, a Resource Manual to
Support Application of the Protocol on SEA is being prepared and is expected to be
available soon, in English and Russian, as a “draft for consultation’. The Manual

provides guidance to those applving the Protocol or supporting others in doing so.

For more information contact: Nick Bonvoisin (UNECE — www.unece.org/env/sea),
Henrieta Martonakova (UNDP — www.undp.org/europeandcis), Jiri Dusik or Ausra
Jurkeviciute (the REC — www.rec.org).
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SUPPORT UNDER %
TRANSBOUNDARY ACCIDENTS ==

CONVENTION

High-level representatives of 1/ countries of
EECCA and South-Eastern Europe adopted. in
December 2005 a declaration, committing their
governments to implement the Conventian.

Representatives of Central and West European
countries expressed their strong support and
pledged financial resources.
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BARRIERS TO PROGRESS

e \Weak national policies and
institutions

e Unwillingness of certain countries

(e.g. Russia) to move in this area

e In certain cases political problems
are the causes of bottlenecks:
Armenia-Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan-
Kyrgyzstan, Transdnestria-Moldova
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Assess benefits of individual UNECE
convention and protocol

Apply step-by-step approaches
adapted to available financial and
human resources

Ratify UNECE agreements

Develop a solid institutional setting
at the national level to implement
agreements
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HEKOTOPbLIE AJPECA B &%
MHTEPHETE 11O TEME VII

WWWw.unece.org/ie/capact/
www.talaschu.org/
WWW.unece.org/env/water/cwc.htm

Www.unece.org/env/water/damsafety.htm

WWwWw.unece.org/env/water/documents/transbwatcoopnis
_fin_e.pdf

www.dniester.org/
WWW.unece.org/env/eia/central_asia.htm

WWW.unece.org/env/teia/assistprog/welcome-
assistance.htm
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Cnacmnbo 3a BHUMaAHue

Munxaun I'. KOKUH
EDK OOH
[1Bopel Hauuun, XXeHeBa

Ten.: +41 22 917 23 47
dakc: +41 22 917 06 30
mikhail.kokine@unece.org
http://www.unece.org/env/
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Bonpockl Ang ANCKYCCUU

1. HamepeHusa patudmnumpoBaTtb KOHBEHLIMU U
npotokonbl ESK OOH

2. lMpenaTtcTBusa Ha Nyt cobntoaeHuns
TpeboBaHUN KOHBEHLIMA U MPOTOKOJIOB 2

. Kakue ctumynbl nomMmornu 6bl NnpucoeanHUTbCS
N BbINOJIHATb TPAHCrPaHUYHbIE COralleHns ?

. Mpumepbl HEPELLEHHbIX TPAHCIPAHNYHbIX
npobsiem ctpaH BEKLA
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