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1. UN Convention on Rights of the Child

2. Individual vs Societal wellbeing

Å Policies and practices

Å Societies that value children

3. Reasons for measuring child wellbeing

4. Some recent Australian examples
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Why is Child Health & Development 

Crucial for Australiaôs Future?

Intellectually Competent & 

Emotionally Capable Workforce

Most Young People Participating 

to their Full Potential

Most Children Mentally & 

Physically Healthy, Reaching 

their Educational and Social 

Potential

National Economic Prosperity

Health & Welfare Budgets Not 

Draining Australiaôs Capacity

Next Generation of Parents 

Socially & Emotionally 

Competent

Cycles of Economic Prosperity 

& National Capacity

Most Children Commence their Lives in 

Environments which Enable Full 

Opportunities for Healthy Child Development

BUILDING BLOCKS



Health and Safety

Source: UNICEF report card 7 



Some Australian Examples





Developmental Pathways Project

Using agency data and linkage for measuring 

developmental pathways
Å Telethon Institute for Child Health Research

Å Crime Research Centre at the University of WA

Å Department of Health

Å Department for Child Protection

Å Department for Communities (Office for Youth)

Å Department of Education and Training

Å Department of Corrective Services

Å Disability Services Commission

Å Department of the Attorney General

Å WA Police

Å Department of Treasury and Finance

Å Department of Indigenous Affairs

Å Department of Premier and Cabinet



Developmental Pathways Project
Using agency data and linkage for measuring 

developmental pathways

ÅMultidisciplinary 

ÅHealth, development and wellbeing of 

children and youth

ÅLinked, longitudinal population level data

ÅUse evidence for the development of policy 

and practice



Cross agency data linkage: 

The advantages

1) Total population

2) Existing Data

3) Cheap

4) De-identified

5) Statistically Robust (power, unbiased, vulnerable 
groups)

6) Changes over time

7) Policy evaluation 

8) Analyses of very sensitive information



Australian Early Development 

Index (AEDI)





The AEDI domains

Å Physical health and well-being. Child is healthy, 
independent, ready each day

Å Social competence. Child plays, gets along with others and 
shares, is self-confident 

Å Emotional maturity. Child is able to concentrate, help others, 
is patient, not aggressive or angry

Å Language and cognitive development. Child is interested in 
reading and writing, can count and recognise numbers, 
shapes 

Å Communication skills and general knowledge. Child can 
tell a story, communicate with adults and children, articulate 
themselves 



Asset Mapping 
Perth East Metropolitan region, Proportion of children vulnerable on one or more domains

Prepared by: AEDI National Support Centre

Source: AEDI Communities Data 2004/05
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East Metropolitan Perth, WA



A snapshot of Australiaôs children

Completion of AEDI Checklists by state/territory

27,579

55,449

87,168

3,255

16,208

61,196

4,432

5,916

*Source: AEDI 2009, ABS 2009, Estimated Resident Population for five year olds (available after 22nd September 2009)

Total = 261,203 children

= 97.8%

Essentially a 

developmental census 

of five year olds
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More Information

ÅVisit the AEDI website (www.aedi.org.au)
ïFact sheets

ïCommunity case studies

ïCommunity mobilisation toolkits

ïTechnical tools ïsuch as

ÅCreate your own powerpoint

ÅCreate your own community report

ÅAdd your own data to the maps

ïPublications ïlinks to other partner sites




