FRANCE
Highlight of developments since the 2nd meeting of the WPMN

· The Nanoforum being held at the Conservatoire National des Arts et Métiers (CNAM):
At the government’s request, the CNAM has organised a series of regular meetings between the various players concerned (researchers, manufacturers, associations, journalists, government administrations, etc.) focusing on the health, environmental and social aspects of the industrial development of nanotechnologies.

Following the opening session in June 2007, a concrete case – the use of nanoparticle TiO2 in cements – was discussed by a group of scientists, government officials, citizens, manufacturers and NGOs. The conference held on 6 December 2007 addressed the use of nanomaterials in cosmetic products. The session to be held on 7 February 2008 will deal with nanomaterials in food.
· Proposals developed during the French government’s environmental forum (Grenelle de l’environnement):

The summary of conclusions of the second roundtable – “Health-environment” Programmes: C) Emerging risks: Anticipating the risks of nanomaterials – formulated the following proposals:

· To hold a public debate on this issue organised by the Commission Nationale du Débat Public (National Commission for Public Debate) in 2008
· To implement mandatory labelling on the presence of nanoparticles in consumer products by 2008
· To require that cost/benefit analysis be conducted systematically before marketing products containing nanoparticles or nanomaterials by 2008
· To develop a regulatory framework for products containing nanomaterials
· To ensure that action is taken to inform and protect employees on the basis of the findings of studies currently being conducted (in particular, by the Agence Française de Sécurité Sanitaire de l’Environnement et du Travail, the agency responsible for environmental and occupational health and safety)
Work completed, underway or planned
1. Any national regulatory developments on human health and environmental safety including recommendations or discussions related to adapting existing regulatory systems or the drafting of laws/ regulations/ guidance materials

2. Developments related to voluntary or stewardship schemes

3. Information on any risk assessment decisions

4. Information on any developments related to good practice documents
 
5. Research programmes or strategies designed to address human health and/ or environmental safety aspects of nanomaterials

· A group to monitor the health impact of nanotechnologies will be established in January 2008. This expert and advisory group, which is interministerial in scope, will work under the authority of the board of the High-Level Council for Public Health (Haut Conseil de la santé publique). Its mission will be as follows:
· To ensure the scientific monitoring of publications on the health, environmental, social and legal impact of nanomaterials and nanotechnologies and to take stock of on-going research

· To provide analysis and make recommendations to the government on the basis of its findings
6. Information on any public/ stakeholder consultation

Additional Information
· REACH and nanotechnologies: during the French Presidency of the EU, France might take action to ensure that manufactured nanomaterials are really taken into account in the REACH regulation
