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1. Chronology

" March 2005: UN ESCAP, 5 th MCED
Ministerial Declaration on Green Growth

" May 2006: China, 6 measures for GG

“ August 2008: Korea, Low Carbon GG

“ June 2009: OECD,

Ministerial Declaration on Green Growth
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a sustainable growth that reduces greenhouse gases
and environmental pollution

a new national development paradigm  that creates
new growth engines and jobs through green
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; WEEKEND BUSINESS

SPOTLIGHT

A green foundation
of cold, hard cash

UN environment official works
through Asian governments’ wallets

By Thomas Fuller

BANGKOK

['4 eople in Asia are so obsessed

with economic growth —

money, money, money,” said

Rae Kwon Chung, a top United Nations

official here. “But not the environment,

Th_le_z don't give a damn.”

is is hyperbole of course: Dirty

air and contaminated water are rising

concerns across the region. But Chung,

who runs a UN environment program

in Asia, is not averse to being provocat-
ive if it makes people listen.

It is not news to anyone who lives in
one of Asia's megacities that years of
breakneck economic expansion have
come at t cost to the environment.
New Delhi and Beijing, two of the
worst examples, both have levels of air
pollution about three times as high as
maximum levels suggested by the
European Union and United States,

But rather than preach the virtues of
cleaner air, says Chung, a former South
Korean diplomat, it is more effective to

aimforthewallclwhenu;yingtocon-
vince Asian of the urgency
of the em. Continued economic
growth will not be possible if the envir-
onment is neglected, he tells officials.
“Our approach is not only to focus on
the environment ministers but the fi-
nance ministers as well,” Chung said in
an interview at his office in Bangkok.
His mantra is green growth: If Asia is
profligate with oil, coal, timber and
other commodities, prices will spiral

out of control and the economic mir-
acle of recent years will flop, he said.
“What he’s saying is not that radical,”
said Chee Yoke Ling, a lawyer based in
Beijing and who specializes in environ-
Refertin

mental issues. to the concept
of green h, she added, “This was
discu more than 15 years ago.”

“But it was never translated into ac-
tion," she said.

Chee said that Chung was right to
spread his message among officials
from finance and development minis-
tries because that is where the money
is and it is those officials who have the
power and funds to change govern-
ment policies.

“Environment ministries in any
country are very weak" Chee said.
“They don't have much sway."”

With the steady rise of commodity
prices in recent rars. energy-saving
policies are being built into the govern-
ment’s overall strategies. The Chinese
government in April increased to 20
percent from 8 percent a tax on cars
with large engines, like sport utility ve-
hicles, Taxes on small cars were

China’s current Five-Year Plan, its
outline of economic strategy through
2010, stresses energy conservation and
sustainable development.

Chung’s central m e is that the
citizens and leaders the region
should discard any illusion that they
can adopt an American lifestyle.

There are not enough resources in
Asia to support it, he said. The region's

population density is 1.5 times the glob-
al average yet the Asia-Pacific region
has one-tenth as much available fresh
water as, say, South America, accord-
ing to UN statistics.

“The region is already living beyond
its means," Chung said. “We need to
move away from the ‘grow first and
clean up later’ approach.”

Yet Chung is more optimistic than
many of his colleagues who work on
environmental issues. The world
should be thankful, he said, that China
is not a democracy, because a centrally
planned economy can react more
quickly to the cha¥lengs of the envir-
onment. “If it were a completely demo-
cratic country, it would be very diffi-
cult to control it,” he said. “I think
China will be faster than any other
country in improving the environment
at the local level because they are cen-
trally controlled.”
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Rae Kwon Chung, a UN official in Bangkok, says Asia’s economics will not be able to grow further if the environment is neglected.

For all his diplomatic background,
Chung shuns the tiptoe approach of
some of his colleagues. He exudes
zeal.

Chung spent 27 years in South Ko-
rea’s foreign service, with postings in
New York, Paris and Jakarta.

He joined the United Nations two
years ago because, he said, he wanted
to "do something “substantive and

meaninﬁi:ul.' )

His official title is director of the en-
vironment and sustainable develop-
ment division of the United Nations
Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific. It barely fits on
his name card.

Chung said that part of his job is try-
ing to change mentalities. Asians tend
to think of railways as transport for the
poor, so they favor building massive
highways. Yet too many roads in densely
populated countries is inefficient and

bad for the environment, he said.

Chung said that his native South Ko-
rea was an example of the lems as-
sociated with big cars and wide hi
ways: “Over the weekend, the entire
country becomes a parking lot.”

Governments should change their
tax systems, he said, increasing levies
on gasoline and cars, Rechargeable
batteries should be tax-free and dis-
posable ones heavily taxed, he said, be-
cause batteries leak damaging chemic-
als into the environment when they are
discarded.

So, what is Chung’s ultimate wish? It
involves Angelina Jolie, he said mis-
chievously. Asia needs a star or starlet
who can champion the environment as
passionately as Jolie has tackled the is-
sue of refugees and displaced people.
Governments and UN officials can
only do so much, he said.
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[ ENVIRONMENT ]

VISIONS
OF GREEN

After decades of rapid economic growth, Asias
environment 1s at a tipping point. A SPECIAL REPORT
on the scale of the crisis—and how to confront it

BY BRYAN WALSH
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ravaged its environment. " -
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2. Whyo GG ?

” Under economic paradigm treating
Environment as Free goods,

1) poverty/economic crisis
Il) resource Crisis
i) ecological crisis exacerbate
while compromising quality of life,
environmental sustainability,
climate change



Limits of GDP Paradigm

Grow First, Quantity of
Clean Up Market Efficiency/ Growth
Later !




New GG Paradigm

Quality of Eco-efficiency



